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WORKSHOP OUTLINE 
 
I. How does our concert repertoire and programming serve the musicians 

and the audience? 
 

II. Considerations for concert programming: 
 
A. Concert Venues (acoustics, performance area, instruments, concert 

series or self-producing events) 
B. Budget Issues 
C. Incorporating multiple ensembles 
D. Repertoire that will "wear well" with repeated performances (touring 

program and audience involvement) 
E. Anniversaries or special commemorative programs 

 
III. Types of Programs: 

 
A. Multiple Concert Season 
B. Seasonal Concerts 
C. Touring Programs 
D. Special Themes and Festivals 
E. New Initiatives 

 
IV. Exploring Programming Order  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Download this handout at: www.vocalessence.org/choralprogramming



 
 

Where Peace and Love and Hope Abide 
Christmas at St. Olaf 2007 

 
 
Prologue (The Apostles) Edward Elgar 
 
Love Divine, All Loves Excelling Roland H. Prichard 
 arr. John Ferguson 
 
For Unto Us a Child is Born (from Messiah) George Friedrich Handel 
 
Alpha to Omega Ian Kellam 
 arr. Philip Brunelle 
 
Entrance Scene: Lord Hosanna (Advent Motet) Gustav Schreck 
 arr. Olaf C. Christiansen 
 
How Lovely are the Messengers (St. Paul) Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
 
Gloria Jeffrey Rickard 
 
Noel! Steven Sametz 
 
Gloria Greg Knauf 
 
It Came Upon the Midnight Clear Richard S. Willis 
 arr. Charles Forsberg 
 
In Terra Pax Gerald Finzi 
 
Hark! The Herald Angels Sing Felix Mendelssohn-Bartholdy 
 arr. John Ferguson 
 
Before the Marvel of this Night Carl Schalk 
 
Gloria Ola Gjeilo 
 
Balulalow Robert Kyr 
 
In Thee is Gladness Giovanni G. Gastoldi 
 arr. Daniel Kallman 
 
The Song of Peace Olaf C. Christansen 
 



Ding, Dong! Merrily on High French Carol 
 arr. Carolyn Jennings 
 
This Christmastide (Jessye’s Carol) Donald Fraser 
 
Good Christian Friends, rejoice 14th Century German tune 
 arr. Robert Scholz 
 
Glories Ring Steven Amundson 
 
Carols for the Choirs arr. John Ferguson 
 He Came Down That We May Have Love 
 Love Has Come 
 On Christmas Night 
 Toda la tierra (All Earth is Hopeful) 
 Jeg er så glad (I Am So Glad) 
 Stille Nach, heilige Nacht! (Silent Night, Holy Night!) 
 Joy to the World 
 
Lullaby on Christmas Eve F. Melius Christiansen 
 
And God Said: One Day Shall Dawn (King David) Arthur Honegger 
 
Lord of All Hopefulness Irish Traditional 
 arr. John Ferguson 
 
Nunc Dimittis René Clausen 
 
Beautiful Savior Silesian folk tune 
 F. Melius Christiansen 
 
 







{ � }

VocalEssence Ensemble Singers
2009 England Tour

Philip Brunelle, MBE, conductor
Sigrid Johnson, associate conductor

Charles Kemper, accompanist

Repertoire chosen from the following

Special Thanks to our Tour Sponsors
Davitt & Jeanne Felder

Robert & Katherine Goodale
Jane Dayton Hall
Louise Heffelfinger

Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation
Lucy R. Jones

Walter McCarthy & Clara Ueland
Mary Bigelow McMillan

Nick Nash & Karen Lundholm
Philip & Katherine Nason Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation

Alice Strobel

American Choral Masterpieces
The Day is Done.................................................................................................................... Stephen Paulus
I Cannot Dance, O Lord.....................................................................................................Aaron Jay Kernis
Native American Suite............................................................................................... Brent Michael Davids
Sing, My Soul..............................................................................................................................Ned Rorem
O Praise the Lord of Heaven............................................................................................... William Billings
Water Night.............................................................................................................................Eric Whitacre
Leonardo Dreams of His Flying Machine..............................................................................Eric Whitacre
Alleluia from Mass............................................................................................................Leonard Bernstein
Ave Maria...............................................................................................................................Nathaniel Dett
The God Who Gave Us Life from Testament of Freedom................................................ Randall Thompson
Battle Hymn of the Republic............................................................................................. arr. Roy Ringwald

American Folksongs & Spirituals
Ching-A-Ring-Chaw...................................................................................................... arr. Aaron Copland 
Zion’s Walls...................................................................................................................... arr. Aaron Copland
Simple Gifts..................................................................................................................... arr. Aaron Copland
Truth...................................................................................................................................... Rollo Dilworth
Deep River...................................................................................................................arr. Henry T. Burleigh
Dixie................................................................................................................................ arr. Norman Luboff
Swing Low, Sweet Chariot............................................................................................. arr. Dale Adelmann
Witness............................................................................................................................... arr. Jack Halloran
My Soul’s Been Anchored................................................................................................. arr. Moses Hogan
Skip to My Lou............................................................................................................... arr. Norman Luboff
O Susanna & Gentle Annie...................................................................................................Stephen Foster

Piano Solo
Knock-out Rag (world premiere)........................................................................................William Bolcom



VocalEssence WITNESS 1991-2009 
 
 
Year Celebration Guests 
1991 WITNESS debut concert Jubilant Sykes 
1992 Moore by Four Anthony Elliot, cello 
1993 Moore by Four  
1994 Frederick’s Fables I James Earl Jones 
1995 Spirituals Fairfield Four 
1996 Frederick's Fables II James Earl Jones 
   
Year Theme Guests 
1997 Families The Steele Family, Marrietta Simpson 
1998 The Poetry of Rita Dove Rita Dove, Janice Chandler-Eteme 
1999 Billy Taylor Trio Leigh Morris Chorale 
2000 African American Diversity Dennis Spears, Gregory TS Walker 
2001 Naumburg Prize Winner Stephen Salters 
2002 The Poetry of Langston Hughes Morehouse College Glee Club 
2003 The Roland Hayes Story David Lee Brewer 
2004 African American Women 

Composers 
Patrice Rushen, Ysaye Barnwell, 
Rosephanye Powell, Lene McLin, 
Undine Smith Moore 

2005 Gordon Parks: music and the 
visual arts 

Anthony Elliot, cello; Lou Bellamy 

2006 Sojourner Truth: Her message 
with music and dance 

TU Dance, Fisk Jubilee Singers 

2007 Rosa Parks: words and actions Hannibal Lokumbe 
2008 Duke Ellington and the power 

of radio 
Sanford Moore, Dennis Spears 

2009 Martin Luther King, Jr.: 
speeches set to music 

Billy Taylor 

2010 Social action Sweet Honey in the Rock 
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¡Cantaré!
The Program/ El Programa 
May 12, 2009 - Orchestra Hall, Minneapolis MN

Windom Dual Spanish Immersion School, first grade (Jorge Cózatl, conductor)
Danza de “El Venado,” arr. Eduardo Gutierréz Ojeda
La Luna, Luis Sandi

Partnership Academy Charter School, fifth grade (Jen Cuff, conductor)
La Cumbia Nieve, Sabina Covarrubias

Accompanied with soprano xylophone, soprano metallophone, alto 
metallophones, alto xylophone, bass xylophones, bass metallophone,  
contrabass bars, salsa bell, cabasa and guiro

Eden Prairie High School, Saint Paul Central High School  
and Southwest High School Concert Choirs (Jorge Cózatl, conductor)

Xtoles/K’ay yum K’in/Canto al Sol/Song to the Sun 
Traditional Mayan Song, arr. Jorge Cózatl

Southwest Singers (Nathan Knoll, conductor)
	 Stiidxa Binni Záa, Jorge Cózatl

Saint Paul Central High School Concert Choir (Martha Graber, conductor)
	 Tu Nombre, Jorge Cózatl

Eden Prairie High School Concert Choir (Julie Kanthak, conductor)
	 In Centzontototl, Jorge Cózatl

Eden Prairie High School, Saint Paul Central High School  
and Southwest High School Concert Choirs (Jorge Cózatl, conductor)
	 Trabalenguas, Jorge Cózatl

Battle Creek Elementary School, third grade (Sabina Covarrubias, conductor)
The Cloud Forest, Sabina Covarrubias

Accompanied by ocarinas, huesos de fraile, jingle bells, tambourine, 
maracas & egg shakers, cymbal, zills, and drum

The Viking Chorus of St. Olaf College (Dr. Christopher Aspaas, conductor)
	 Aleluya!, Jorge Córdoba Valencia

Burroughs Community School, fourth grade (Sabina Covarrubias, conductor)
	 La Ofrenda, Sabina Covarrubias
		  Peter Hofmann, guitar

VocalEssence Chorus and Ensemble Singers (Philip Brunelle, conductor)
Imágenes del Quinto Sol, Jorge Córdoba Valencia

Accompanied by black mud whistles, little rubbing drum, seed maracas, 
goat hoof sonaja, and black mud flutes

Sagrado Corazón de Jesús, VocalEssence Chorus and Ensemble Singers, and  
The Viking Chorus of St. Olaf College (Philip Brunelle, conductor)
	 Encontrarás a Dios, Jorge Córdoba Valencia 

Accompanied by piano, keyboards, electric and acoustic guitars,  
bass and drum






