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Friday, April 8, 2011 at 8 pm
Saturday, April 9, 2011 at 8 pm

St. Olaf Catholic Church
215 South 8th Street
Minneapolis, Minnesota
Concert Conversation on Saturday, April 9, 2011 from 7-7:30pm with  
Classical Minnesota Public Radio’s Steve Staruch and Philip Brunelle

Maria Jette, soprano
Lisa Drew, alto
Brian Link, male alto
James Taylor, tenor
Aaron Larson, bass
VocalEssence Ensemble Singers
The Lyra Baroque Orchestra, Jacques Ogg, director
Philip Brunelle, conductor

This concert is sponsored, in part, by
Robert & Katherine Goodale
Doug & Mary Jones
Marston Ronald Opel & Karen Newstrom

Bach Mass in B minor 
performed with 27 short films by Bastian Clevé
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Please Note

•  This performance is being recorded — please help us keep the sanctuary quiet. Take a 
moment now to check that cell phones, paging devices and wristwatch alarms are turned off 
before the concert begins. Thank you for your cooperation!

•  Recording devices and cameras are prohibited. No photography, video, or audio recording 
is allowed in the concert hall. Please refrain from tweeting, texting or checking email during 
the concert.

• Student and group discounts are available for most VocalEssence concerts. Half-price 
tickets are available to students (ages 6-18 and college) with a student ID. Groups of 
10 or more save 15% on tickets.  Children under age 6 are not allowed at VocalEssence 
performances, except for select community and family concerts, including ¡Cantaré! and 
Star of Wonder.

•  Accessible seating is available at all of our concert venues. However, some of our facilities 
do not have elevator access to the balcony level. Please make your needs known when you 
order tickets.

•  You may return VocalEssence single concert tickets for resale up to 48 hours prior to 
a performance. No refunds or exchanges can be given; however, you will be sent a receipt 
for your tax-deductible contribution. (VocalEssence subscribers may call 612-371-5642 to 
request free ticket exchanges and lost ticket replacement.) 

•  Latecomers will be seated at appropriate pauses in the concert according to the 
conductor’s wishes. Please plan plenty of time for locating the concert venue and parking.  
Or better yet, allow an extra hour and join us for Concert Conversations with the composers 
and artists, held one hour before most concerts.

•  Programs and artists are subject to change without notice.  

Dominick Argento
Dave Brubeck
William Bolcom
Aaron Copland*
Håkan Hagegård
Louise Heffelfinger
Eskil Hemberg*
Betty Hulings*

James Earl Jones
Garrison Keillor
Donald Mitchell
Helmuth Rilling
John Rutter
Peter Schickele
André Thomas
Eric Whitacre

This activity is made possible in part by a grant provided by the Minnesota State Arts Board, through an appropriation 
by the Minnesota State Legislature from the Minnesota arts and cultural heritage fund with money from the vote of 
the people of Minnesota on November 4, 2008, a grant from the Wells Fargo Foundation Minnesota, and a grant from 
the National Endowment for the Arts.

		  Delta Air Lines, Inc. is the preferred airline of VocalEssence.
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For me personally, the Mass in B minor is an 
incredibly inspiring, reflective, euphoric and jubilant 
experience, almost as if, far from a single person’s 
destiny, a door opens into heaven. Out of this 
breathtaking experience the individual films have 
been created.

The cinematic form of 27 short films is based on 
the 27-part musical structure of the Mass itself, 
beginning with “Kyrie eleison” (Lord, have mercy 

upon us) and ending with “Dona nobis pacem” (Grant us peace).

Each of the 27 episodes is a self-contained piece, in form and content thriving 
for jewel-like perfection. Though wordless, it is about life and lives, birth and 
death, about individuals, families, politics and world history. It is about art, 
science, intuition, and mysticism. It is about the endless pilgrimage of mankind 
in search for fulfillment and peace.

The vision behind the film is to let the audience take inspiration through their 
ears and eyes, leave them contently carried away, feeling fulfilled and complete, 
and — one hopes — to keep this happiness for a little while.
					     —Bastian Clevé

Filmmaker Bastian Clevé has a deep affection for 
Bach’s Mass in B minor and has created a fascinating 
set of images to go with each individual movement. 
Opening with the birth of Bach and paintings from 
his time (and later the smiling adult Bach), the film 
then depicts pilgrims searching for hope as they 
ascend a mountain (“Kyrie”). Later birds soaring over 
the mountains show us the desire for freedom as 
expressed in the second “Kyrie.” The joy of rebuilding 
a monastery is captured in the “Gloria,” followed by 

a constant connection of faces, all with their eyes in the same focus, as Clevé 
depicts mankind as one, with goodwill to all.

He captures the humor of a smiling Bach in the “Laudamus te” and the search 
for the meaning of life with the Three Kings in “Qui tollis.” Aerial views of San 
Francisco, as if the Holy Ghost were hovering above, accompany “Cum sancto 
spiritu.” Each movement has its own distinct meaning until we arrive at the 
ending, with the first “Osanna” showing us the celebration of a reunited Berlin. 
The second “Osanna” brings together the glory of Baroque architecture with the 
awe of outer space (in excelsis, in the highest). 
					     —Philip Brunelle

Introduction to The Sound of Eternity

Ann and David Buran
Bastian Clevé
Johannes Graulich
Bill Lentsch, Delta Air Lines
Cindy Marvin
Peter and Judy Mitchelson
Oregon Bach Festival 
	 Michael Anderson
	 George Evano
	 Dave Goudy
Plymouth Congregational Church
Helmuth Rilling
Earl Rivers
Kathy Romey
Steve Staruch, Minnesota Public Radio
Katherine Su
Anne Susag, St. Olaf Catholic Church

Special Thanks
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Kyrie
Chorus

Kyrie eleison.

Duet: Soprano and Alto
Christe eleison.

Chorus
Kyrie eleison.

Gloria
Chorus

Gloria in excelsis Deo, et in terra pax hominibus bonae 
voluntatis.

Aria: Alto
Laudamus te, benedicimus te, adoramus te, 
glorificamus te.

Chorus
Gratias agimus tibi propter magnam gloriam tuam,

Duet: Soprano and Tenor
Domine Deus, Rex coelestis, Deus Pater omnipotens, 
Domine Fili unigenite, Jesu Christe altissime; Domine 
Deus, Agnus Dei, Filium Patris,

Chorus
Qui tollis peccata mundi, miserere nobis. Qui tollis 
peccata mundi, suscipe deprecationem nostram.

Aria: Alto
Qui sedes ad dexteram Patris, miserere nobis.

Aria: Bass
Quoniam tu solus Sanctus; tu solus Dominus; tu solus 
altissimus, Jesu Christe.

Chorus
Cum Sancto Spiritu in gloria Dei Patris. Amen.

Symbolum Nicenum
Chorus

Credo in unum Deum,

Chorus
Patrem omnipotentem, factorem coeli et terrae, 
visibilium omnium et invisibilium.

Duet: Soprano and Alto
Et in unum Dominum Jesum Christum, filium Dei 
unigenitum, et ex patre natum ante omnia saecula, 
Deum de Deo, lumen de lumine, Deum verum de Deo 

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.

Lord, have mercy upon us.

Glory be to God on high, and on earth, peace, good will 
toward all.

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, we glorify 
Thee.

We give thanks to Thee for Thy great glory.

Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father Almighty, the only 
begotten Son Jesus Christ most high; O Lord God, Lamb of 
God, Son of the Father,

Thou that takest away the sins of the world, have mercy upon 
us. Thou that takest away the sins of the world, receive our 
prayer.

Thou that sittest at the right hand of the Father, have mercy 
upon us.

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord; Thou only art 
most high, O Christ.

With the Holy Spirit, in the glory of God the Father. Amen.

I believe in one God,

The Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, 
begotten of his Father before all worlds, God of God, light of 
light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one 

Intermission

Text and Translation: Mass in B minor
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vero, genitum non factum, consubstantialem Patri; per 
quem omnia facta sunt, qui propter nos homines et 
propter nostram salutem descendit de coelis,

Chorus
Et incarnatus est de Spiritu Sancto ex Maria virgine, 
et homo factus est,

Chorus
Crucifixus etiam pro nobis sub Pontio Pilato, passus et 
sepultus est,

Chorus
Et resurrexit tertia die secundum scripturas, et ascendit 
in coelum, sedet ad dexteram Dei Patris. Et iterum 
venturus est cum gloria judicare vivos et mortuos, 
cujus regni non erit finis.

Aria: Bass
Et in Spiritum Sanctum, Dominum et vivificantem, 
qui ex patre Filoque procedit, qui cum Patre et 
Filio simul adorateur et conglorificatur, qui locutus 
est per Prophetas. Et unam sanctam catholicam et 
apostolicam Ecclesiam.

Chorus
Confiteor unum baptisma en remissionem 
peccatorum, et expecto resurrectionem mortuorum, et 
vitam venturi saeculi. Amen.

Sanctus
Chorus

Sanctus, sanctus, sanctus, Dominum Deus Sabaoth, 
pleni sunt coeli et terra Gloria ejus.

Osanna
Chorus

Osanna in excelsis.

Benedictus
Aria: Tenor

Benedictus qui venit in nomine Domini.

Chorus
Osanna in excelsis.

Agnus Dei
Aria: alto

Agnus Dei, qui tollis peccata mudi, Miserere nobis.

Dona nobis pacem
Chorus

Dona nobis pacem.

substance with the Father; by whom all things were made, 
who for us and for our salvation came down from heaven,

And was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the Virgin Mary, 
and was made man,

And was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate, suffered 
and was buried,

And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures, 
and ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 
God the Father, and He shall come again with glory to judge 
both the living and the dead, whose Kingdom shall have no 
end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the Giver of Life, 
who proceedeth from the Father and Son, who together with 
the Father and Son is worshipped and glorified, who spoke by 
the Prophets. And I believe in one holy catholic and apostolic 
church.

I acknowledge one baptism for the remission of sins, and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to 
come. Amen.

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts, heaven and earth are full 
of Thy glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is He that cometh in the name of the Lord.

Hosanna in the highest.

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, have 
mercy on us.

Grant us peace.
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Johann Sebastian 
Bach’s Mass in B minor 
differs from his other 
monumental works in 
that it was composed 
piecemeal during the 
twenty-five years prior 
to the work’s final 
assembly, which took 
place between August 
1748 and October 
1749. The Sanctus is 
the earliest part of 
the score, composed 
for performance on 
Christmas Day 1724. 

In 1733 Bach composed a Missa and sent it to the Elector 
at Dresden, Friedrich August II, in the hope of obtaining 
an honorific title in the court’s musical establishment 
(the title was awarded only in 1736). This Missa, like 
most Lutheran masses of the time, including Bach’s other 
four, consisted of only the Kyrie and Gloria of the Latin 
Ordinary. It was far more elaborate than usual, since Bach 
wanted to make a strong impression on the Dresden 
court, and music for such an establishment could, in any 
case, be more expansive than was possible at Leipzig. The 
manuscript of the Symbolum Nicenum or Credo was 
written out during Bach’s last years; it is very likely his 
last major piece of church music. Bach gathered together 
these three separate compositions—the Missa, Credo, 
and Sanctus—and provided the remaining sections, the 
Osanna, Benedictus, Agnus Dei, and Dona nobis pacem, 
by inserting the Latin words into earlier pieces, most of 
which were cantata movements.

The complete Ordinary of the Mass that we know as the 
Mass in B minor was evidently assembled to serve as a 
collection of model settings of the Latin ordinary in a 
large variety of styles rather than for functional use in the 
liturgy. Its length makes it far too long for any service, 
Roman Catholic, Lutheran, or other, and the separate 
composition of its various sections argues against a unified 
conception on Bach’s part, at least in the early stages. 
The fact remains though, that in its final assembled form, 
the Mass in B minor is a unified work that Bach never 
surpassed in the field of church music.

The Mass follows the plan sometimes called “cantata-
mass,” in which the five major parts of the text are divided 
into several segments set as self-contained numbers, in 
this case arias, duets, and choruses. The Kyrie is in three 
large movements, one for each acclamation in the text. The 
prayerful nature of the words is reflected in the orchestra, 
where the bright trumpets are excluded and oboes are 
replaced by softer oboes d’amore, and in the minor key of 
the two choruses. The first “Kyrie eleison,” after the choral 
introduction, consists of a large fugue, beginning in the 
orchestra, then taken up by the chorus. Many of the  
choruses in the Mass are fugues, which for Bach are always 
expressive as well as rigorously formal. “Christe eleison” is 
a duet for two sopranos accompanied by violins in unison 
and continuo. Addressing the Second Person of the Trinity 
by two voices is one of the numerous musical symbols to 
be found throughout the Mass. The second “Kyrie eleison” 
is in stile antico or ancient style, that is, in imitation 
of Renaissance vocal polyphony, with no independent 
instrumental parts except the basso continuo.

In the Gloria the principal key of the Mass moves from 
B minor to D major; the Mass as a whole is in fact more 
truly in D than B minor. Bach divided the long text of the 
Gloria into eight movements, symmetrically organized 
into three subgroups. The choruses “Gloria in excelsis 
Deo” and “Gratias agimus” flank the aria “Laudamus te;” 
these three movements set the first main section of the 
text, the jubilant offering of praise, thanks, and glory to 
God. The duet “Domine Deus” and aria “Qui sedes” frame 
the chorus “Qui tollis,” the central portion of the text for 
Bach, in which Jesus Christ is asked for forgiveness. The 
final two pieces, the aria “Quoniam tu solus Sanctus” and 
the chorus “Cum Sancto Spiritu,” which are connected, 
conclude in a more jubilant mood. It is noteworthy that in 
the four solo movements Bach used representatives of four 
different instrumental groups as obbligato instruments 
(violin, flute, oboe, and horn).

The Credo has an even more elaborate symmetrical 
construction. Two choruses open and two close the 
Credo; both pairs begin with a movement in stile antico 
(“Credo in unum Deum” and “Confiteor”) followed 
by a concerted movement with full orchestra (“Patrem 
omnipotentem” and “Et expecto”). These pairs of choruses 

Program Note: Mass in B minor
by Peter Bergquist
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frame two solo pieces, the duet “Et in unum Deum” and 
the aria “Et in Spiritum Sanctum.” These in turn frame 
the central part of the Credo, the choral triptych—“Et 
incarnatus,” “Crucifixus,” and “Et resurrexit”—which 
states the fundamental tenets of Christian belief: Christ’s 
incarnation, crucifixion, and resurrection. 

The older Sanctus fits perfectly into its place in the Mass; 
differences in scoring, notably the six-part chorus, are 
the main factors that betray its separate origin. It is in 
two consecutive sections, the majestic processional of the 
Sanctus leading directly into the quicker fugue of the 
“Pleni sunt coeli,” a succession that very much resembles 
a French overture. The Lutheran Communion service, for 
which Bach originally wrote the Sanctus, did not include 
the Osanna and Benedictus as part of the Sanctus, so 
when Bach assembled the Mass, he was obliged to provide 
additional music for these texts as well as the Agnus 
Dei. This he did by using older pieces, as he had already 
done in at least two movements of the Gloria and four 
movements of the Credo, though all these movements are 
substantially revised from their originals. 

The last numbers of the Mass, however, seem only to have 
had the new words fitted to the old music; one must say 
“seem,” since a model for the Benedictus is unknown, 
though it appears to be a reworking of earlier music. The 
big Osanna for double chorus is heard after both the 
Sanctus and Benedictus. Both times it is followed by a 
slow aria for only a few performers — which is an effective 
contrast as well as appropriate to the restrained texts of 
the Benedictus and Agnus Dei. The final “Dona nobis 
pacem” repeats the music of the chorus, “Gratias agimus,” 
from the Gloria. The rounding provided by this repetition 
is a most satisfying conclusion to the Mass and convincing 
evidence that Bach was concerned for the structure of the 
entire work as well as its individual parts.

© Peter Bergquist, reprinted courtesy Oregon Bach Festival

Maria Jette, soprano
Soprano Maria Jette has performed 
extensively on the concert stage, 
appearing with the Los Angeles 
Chamber Orchestra, Houston Symphony 
Orchestra, New York Chamber 
Symphony, Saint Paul Chamber 

Orchestra, Minnesota Orchestra and many others. She 
has been a regular guest at the Oregon Bach, Victoria 
Bach and San Luis Obispo Mozart Festivals, the Oregon 
Festival of American Music, and on Public Radio 
International’s A Prairie Home Companion.

Maria has performed more than 45 operatic roles, 
including the role of “Mrs. Olson” which she created for 
the May 2002 Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra premiere 
of Garrison Keillor’s operatic excursion, Mr. and Mrs. 
Olson. Maria performed with VocalEssence for the world 
premiere of Francis Grier’s The Passion of Jesus of Nazareth 
in 2006 and concerts of William Bolcom’s music during 
the Illuminating Bolcom festival held in Spring 2007. In 
2008-2009, she joined VocalEssence in the 40th Birthday 
Party celebration hosted by Garrison Keillor and also 
performed as soprano soloist in the world premiere of 
Lawrence Siegel’s Kaddish.

Along with Bradley Greenwald, Simone Perrin and T. 
Mychael Rambo, Maria will appear in the upcoming 
Philip & Friends Cabaret event at the Dakota Jazz Club 
on May 1, 2011.

Lisa Drew, alto
Lisa Drew has sung alto solos in many 
performances with VocalEssence, 
including William Bolcom’s Songs of 
Innocence and of Experience, Sven-David 
Sandström’s High Mass, Steve Heitzeg’s 
Nobel Symphony and Arthur Honneger’s 

King David. Lisa’s opera roles have included “Genevieve” 
in the Minnesota Opera’s production of Pelleas and 
Melisande, “The Sorceress” in Glorious Revolution 
Baroque’s production of Dido & Aeneas, “Bradamante” 
in Ex Machina’s production of Alcina, “Mrs. Ott” in the 
Berkshire Opera Company’s production of Susannah, and 
“The Fairy Queen” in The Gilbert & Sullivan Very Light 
Opera Company’s production of Iolanthe. In addition, 

Biographies
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*All proceeds benefit VocalEssence Community Engagement Programs. WITNESS teaching artists and ¡Cantaré! composers  
make 200 classroom visits each school year, reaching more than 7,000 students throughout the metropolitan area.

Bradley Greenwald

Maria Jette

Simone Perrin

T. Mychael Rambo

Please join VocalEssence for an eclectic musical soirée featuring 
the talented Bradley Greenwald, the luscious Maria Jette, 

the charming Simone Perrin and the delightful T. Mychael Rambo 
with Maestro Philip Brunelle at the piano.

Tickets: $125 & $100* (includes light supper, beef or vegetarian risotto option)
RSVP: www.vocalessence.org/cabaret or 612-547-1473

Sunday, may 1, 2011 at6pm
the dakota jazz club 

1010 nicollet mall, minneapolis, minnesota 
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she has performed in over 75 productions with San Diego 
Opera Chorus & The Minnesota Opera Chorus. Since 
2002, Lisa has been actively performing with the early 
music chamber vocal ensemble The Rose Ensemble. Lisa 
is the alto soloist at Plymouth Congregational Church in 
Minneapolis under the direction of Philip Brunelle.

Brian Link, male alto
A member of the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers, 
Brian Link, has performed internationally with choruses, 
orchestras and in solo recital. As alto soloist and section 
leader with the Christ Church Cathedral Choir of Men 
and Boys in Indianapolis, he was featured soloist in works 
of Bach, Handel, Purcell and others. As a countertenor 
soloist, Brian has performed Handel’s Messiah with the 
Portland Baroque Orchestra, the Indiana University 
Baroque Orchestra and the Twin Cities’ own Lyra Baroque 
Orchestra. Locally, Brian was a frequent performer with 
the Ex Machina Baroque Opera company, singing the 
roles of Ottone in Monteverdi’s L’incoronazione di Poppea, 
and the namesakes in Cavalli’s Giasone and Handel’s 
Giulio Cesare. Brian is currently alto soloist and section 
leader at the church of St. Louis, King of France in St. 
Paul, and directs the Renaissance chorus The Waltham 
Abbey Singers and baroque chamber group Ensemble 
Polaris. Brian can be heard on recordings released by Koch 
International Classics and Meridian Records. 

James Taylor, tenor
With a repertoire ranging from the 
Renaissance to the 21st century, tenor 
James Taylor devotes much of his career 
to the oratorio and concert literature. 
Highlights of his 2010-2011 season 
include Haydn’s Paukenmesse and 

Purcell’s “Behold I Bring You Glad Tidings” with Les 
Violons du Roy; Handel’s Messiah with the National Arts 
Centre Orchestra and with the Bach Collegium Japan; 
Mozart’s Requiem with the Philadelphia Orchestra and 
the Colorado Symphony; and Mendelssohn’s Elijah with 
Helmuth Rilling and the Chicago Symphony Orchestra. 
Among other recent performances, Mr. Taylor sang Bach’s 
Mass in B minor with the Pittsburgh Symphony and the 
Los Angeles Chorale at Walt Disney Hall.

James can be heard on over 30 recordings including Bach’s 
Christmas Oratorio, Magnificat, St. John Passion and Easter 
Oratorio. New releases include Britten’s War Requiem with 

Helmuth Rilling and the Mozart Requiem with Andreas 
Delfs and the Saint Paul Chamber Orchestra. Since May 
2005, James has been an associate professor of voice in 
the Early Music, Song, and Chamber Ensemble program 
at The Yale Institute of Sacred Music and Yale School of 
Music.

Aaron Larson, bass 
Aaron Larson has garnered notice for his 
dynamic stage presence, musical versatility, 
and artistic insight. Recent concert 
performances include the title role of 
Telemann’s comic opera Pimpinone with 
Lyra Baroque Orchestra, cantatas with 

Bach Vespers at Holy Trinity NYC, Bach’s St. Matthew 
Passion with the National Lutheran Choir and Ensemble 
Sebastian, and the world premier of Paulus’ When Church 
Bells are Ringing with the Minnesota Orchestra. Recent 
opera performances include Mega in Paulus’ The Star 
Gatherer with the St. John’s University Boys’ Choir, Le 
Dancaire in the Minnesota Orchestra’s staging of Carmen, 
and Ruggiero in Francesca Caccini’s La Liberazione di 
Ruggiero dall ’isola d’Alcina with the New York Continuo 
Collective. He has toured with the Waverly Consort 
since 2003. Aaron earned his master’s degree in vocal 
performance at Boston University and his bachelor’s degree 
at the University of Wisconsin-Madison. 

What Makes a Period Orchestra?
A period instrument orchestra is distinguished from 
other orchestras by both the way musicians play and the 
instruments they use. Although other orchestras perform 
Baroque music, they use modern instruments. They may 
emulate historically informed performance practices, 
such as playing with a distinctive, highly rhythmic, and 
vocally inspired style. Using period instruments, however, 
enhances the effect. The Lyra Baroque Orchestra’s string 
players perform on strings made from sheep gut rather 
than metal and use Baroque style bows which allow for 
an entirely different mode of shaping musical phrases. 
Wind players perform on thin-walled wooden flutes and 
oboes and the trumpets used are valveless. The resulting 
sound of such an ensemble is lighter and brighter than 
that which modern instruments produce. 
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The Lyra Baroque Orchestra 
The Lyra Baroque Orchestra, under the artistic direction of Jacques Ogg, is 
a nonprofit baroque ensemble based in St. Paul, that has been performing 
regionally and internationally since 1985. Lyra presents historically informed, 
seventeenth- and eighteenth-century musical performances to a diverse 
audience, using period instruments to provide a unique musical experience. Lyra 
currently performs in St. Paul and Rochester, Minnesota, and does outreach 
throughout the state. Lyra has expanded its reach to include concerts in Spain, 
collaborations with numerous acclaimed local and international guest artists, 
and educational programs for children and adults.

Jacques Ogg
Jacques Ogg has been the artistic director of the Lyra Baroque 
Orchestra since 2000. With Lyra, Mr. Ogg has toured in Spain 
multiple times and, in addition to their concert activities, 
recorded Antonio Soler’s five Villancicos. One of the most 
prominent and influential modern masters of harpsichord 
and fortepiano, Jacques Ogg performs worldwide as a soloist 

and continuo player. He is a member of one of the world’s leading period-
instrument ensembles, the Orchestra of the 18th Century, and also works with 
baroque orchestras in Salamanca and Sevilla, Spain. Highly sought after as a 
pedagogue, he is the principal harpsichord professor at the Royal Conservatoire 
of The Hague, one of the world’s foremost institutes for early music. Mr. Ogg 
co-directs the Vancouver Early Music Programme and Festival, an intensive 
summer music course in Vancouver, BC, and his discography includes more 
than sixty recordings with labels such as Philips, Sony, EMI, Deutsche 
Harmonia Mundi, and Glossa. Fono Forum, Germany’s largest music magazine, 
named Mr. Ogg’s CD of Bach’s Goldberg Variations the finest recording of this 
work presently available.

The Lyra Baroque Orchestra

Violin I
Cindy Marvin, concertmaster
Joanna Shelton
Miriam Scholz-Carlton
Inger Dahlin
Margaret Humphrey

Violin II
Marc Levine
Ginna Watson
Terry Elliott
Conor O’Brien

Viola
	 Cheryl Zylla
	 Lisa Merrill

Cello
	 Laura Handler 
	 Julie Elhard

Bass
	 Sara Thompson

Flute
	 Paul Jacobson
	 Rachel Hest

Oboe
Stanley King (oboe d’amore)
Ellen Rider (oboe d’amore)
Ivar Lunde

Bassoon
	 Theresa Koenig
	 Bill Sherfey

Trumpet
Kris Kwapis
Tom Pfotenhauer
Bruno Lourensetto

Horn
	 Celeste Holler

Timpani
	 Lawrence Barnhart

Organ
	 Tami Morse
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VocalEssence Ensemble 
Singers

The Oxford Times (UK) has declared 
that the VocalEssence Ensemble 
Singers “have a blend that could — 
and should — be the envy of every 
choir in the business.” Founded in 
1991, the Ensemble Singers are 
acclaimed for their “superbly blended 
sound” (Birmingham Post, UK) and 
“exemplary technique” (Minneapolis 
Star Tribune). Lauded by the Times 
of London as “polished, bright and 
brilliantly balanced,” this 32-voice 
professional chorus is directed 
by VocalEssence founder Philip 
Brunelle and associate conductor 
Sigrid Johnson.

Striving always to create perfection 
in their choral sound, the Ensemble 
Singers genuinely engage the 
audience with their vivid personality 
and expressive singing. They are 
equally at ease with works dating 
from the Baroque era to the modern 
day, approaching each musical 
endeavor with originality and 
freshness. Dominick Argento, Sir 
Richard Rodney Bennett, Aaron 
Jay Kernis, Libby Larsen, Stephen 
Paulus and Alvin Singleton are 
among the many composers who 
have written world premieres 
expressly for their voices.

 Well-known to public radio listeners 
as the “house choir” on A Prairie 
Home Companion, the VocalEssence 
Ensemble Singers are featured on 
three CDs with Garrison Keillor: 
Over the River & Through the Woods; 
Hymn to Potatoes (and other choral 
masterpieces from A Prairie Home 
Companion); and their newest 
concert recording, Gratitude, Gravy 
& Garrison. 

Two other recent albums on the 
Clarion label feature the voices of 
the Ensemble Singers. The World 
Beloved: A Bluegrass Mass is the 
world premiere recording of a work 
by Carol Barnett commissioned 
especially for the group to sing with 
bluegrass ensemble. The Songs We 
Sang — Favorite American Folksongs 
is a collection of charming choral 
arrangements with guitar, harmonica, 
accordion, bass and piano.

Philip Brunelle

Born in Faribault, 
Minnesota in 1943, 
VocalEssence 
Artistic Director 
and Founder Philip 

Brunelle showed signs at an early 
age of the adventurous spirit that 
has driven his lifelong enthusiasm 
for all forms of choral, vocal, opera 
and symphonic music. At the age 
of six, he requested and received a 
vocal score of Handel’s Messiah for 
Christmas. As a teenager he was 
already working as a professional 
church organist; at 19 he became 
a full-time member with the 
Minnesota Orchestra.

At the age of 25, Philip was 
appointed choirmaster-organist of 
Plymouth Congregational Church 
in Minneapolis. He immediately 

Soprano
Jennifer French
Angela Grundstad
Amanda Inhofer
Amy Johnson
Carolyn J. Mitchell
Krista J. Palmquist
Margaret Sabin
Ann L. Schrooten
Mari M. Scott

Alto
Diane Fernald
Robin J. Helgen
Marita Link
Anna George Meek
Clara Osowski
Sandra Schoenecker
Karen Wilkerson

Tenor
Kevin L. Bailey
Anders Eckman
Andrew Kane
Brian Link
Nicholas Mattsson
Brock Metzger
Joseph B. Okell
William Pederson

Bass
Steve Burger
Deric W. Craig
Ryan French
Jerry Johnson
James Ramlet
Robert C. Smith
Josiah Telschow
Richard Yague

Ensemble Singers photo: Jennifer Bauer; Philip Brunelle Photo: Ann Marsden
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established the Plymouth Music 
Series, which has become today’s 
choral music organization 
VocalEssence. Philip played piano 
on the very first episode of A Prairie 
Home Companion in 1974, forging a 
connection with Garrison Keillor that 
has resulted in many creative ventures 
over the years. 

Philip has been invited to guest 
conduct choirs and orchestras across 
the United States, South America 
and Europe, including the Saint 
Paul Chamber Orchestra, New York 
Philharmonic, Berkshire Choral 
Festival, the BBC Singers and the 
Seattle Symphony. He is called upon 
to adjudicate choral competitions all 
over the world, with recent visits to 
South Korea, China, Norway and 
Hungary.

Philip is currently a board member 
of Chorus America and the 
International Federation for Choral 
Music (IFCM), where he serves 
as Vice President/Treasurer and 
on the planning committee for the 
Ninth World Symposium on Choral 
Music, to be held in Argentina 
in 2011. He was a member of the 
Artistic Committee for the Eighth 
Symposium in 2008 and served as 
President of the Sixth Symposium, 
held in Minneapolis in 2002. 

Philip has been recognized for 
his commitment to choral music 

by Norway (Commander of the 
Royal Norwegian Order of Merit), 
the United Kingdom (Honorary 
Member of the Order of the British 
Empire), Hungary (Kodály Medal) 
and Sweden (Royal Order of the 
Polar Star). In 2003, Chorus America 
honored Philip with its highest 
award, the Michael Korn Founder’s 
Award for Development of the 
Choral Art. 

He been honored with a “Local 
Legend” award from General Mills 
and the United Negro College 
Fund; American Composers Forum 
“Champion of New Music”; U.S. 
Bank Sally Ordway Irvine Award for 
Commitment, recognizing lifetime 
achievement, contribution and 
leadership in culture and the arts; and 
the F. Melius Christiansen Lifetime 
Achievement Award, American 
Choral Directors Association-
Minnesota Chapter’s highest honor. 
Philip holds honorary doctorates 
from St. Olaf College, Gustavus 
Adolphus College, St. John’s 
University and United Theological 
Seminary.

In those rare moments when he is not 
pursuing his passion for choral music, 
Philip may be found catching up on 
his next book club selection, running 
five miles a day, or enjoying gourmet 
cuisine. He is married to visual artist 
Carolyn Brunelle; they have three 
grown children and six grandchildren. 

Sigrid Johnson

As the associate 
conductor of 
VocalEssence, 
Sigrid Johnson 
is affectionately 

known as “Ears” — for her unique 
skill in helping develop the choral 
blend and balance that give the 
VocalEssence Chorus and Ensemble 
Singers their signature sound. She 
provides expert input in the selection 
of repertoire and assists throughout 
the audition process. Her ability to 
achieve excellence in choral blend 
and intonation is a priceless asset to 
VocalEssence.

Sigrid is a member of the voice and 
choral faculty of St. Olaf College 
in Northfield, Minnesota, and the 
conductor of the Manitou Singers,  
St. Olaf ’s 100-voice first-year 
women’s chorus. She maintains an 
active schedule as a guest conductor 
and clinician at choral festivals, 
workshops and all-state music 
festivals across the country. She is 
known internationally for her work 
with musicians at all levels, having 
conducted workshops in Australia, 
the Netherlands, Sweden and 
Finland. In August 2008, 
Sigrid was one of the featured 
lecturers for the Eighth World 
Symposium on Choral Music in 
Copenhagen; in 2011, she will 
be featured in the Ninth World 
Symposium, to be held in Argentina.

Sigrid is active in the American 
Choral Director’s Association, 
the Music Educator’s National 
Conference, the International 
Federation for Choral Music, and 
Chorus America. 
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VocalEssence

In 2010-2011 VocalEssence celebrates its 42nd season as a unique choral 
music organization, distinguished by its innovative exploration of music 
for voices and instruments. Every year, VocalEssence presents an engaging 
collection of concerts featuring the 130-voice VocalEssence Chorus, 
the 32-voice Ensemble Singers, guest soloists, and instrumentalists. The 
organization has enjoyed tremendous success with world, United States, and 
Midwest premieres; famous guest artists; commissions of new works; and a 
reputation for surprise. 

In addition to championing lesser-known works of the past, VocalEssence 
has an unwavering commitment to today’s composers, resulting in more 
than 140 world premieres. The organization has received the ASCAP/
Chorus America Award for adventurous programming of contemporary 
music an unprecedented five times. VocalEssence has been honored with 
more Chorus America awards than any other ensemble nationwide, 
including the once-in-an-organizational-lifetime Margaret Hillis 
Achievement Award for Choral Excellence.

VocalEssence was founded in 1969 as the Plymouth Music Series, an arts 
outreach program of Plymouth Congregational Church in Minneapolis. 
In the very first season, Aaron Copland came to conduct a program of his 
own choral music—the first time he had ever been asked to do so! In May 
of 2002, the organization changed its name to VocalEssence, recognizing 
its status as one of the nation’s most innovative ensembles and capturing 
the essence of its mission to explore music for the human voice, from the 
spoken word to choral singing.

Last fall, VocalEssence released a new Christmas CD, Behold This Heavenly 
Night. VocalEssence has also recorded The WITNESS Collection, a series 
of four compact discs of music by African American composers and artists.

Audition for VocalEssence!
VocalEssence is now holding auditions for new members  
of the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers & Volunteer Chorus  
for the 2011-2012 Season. 

Auditions will be held on: 
Saturday, April 16 
Sunday, April 17
Saturday, May 7
Saturday, May 21
(Ensemble Singers callbacks: Thursday, May 26, 6-9 pm)

Online registration is now open:  
www.vocalessence.org/audition

For more information, contact Elissa Weller at eweller@vocalessence.org or 612-547-1452
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it’s alive

Classical music explodes in  
sonic blooms: a tremor of timpani,  
a sea of strings, a burst of brass.  
Your pulse quickens. Your spirits soar.   
It’s classical music. It’s alive.MINNESOTA 

PUBLIC RADIO
stream online at classicalmpr.org
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Community 
           Concerts 

      Celebrating Mexico in Song

Thursday, April 28, 2011  
at 6pm and 8pm
Memorial Auditorium

714 13th Street, Worthington, MN 

Featuring new choral works by Mexican composers  
Jesús Echevarría and Diana Syrse, written for and performed 
 by area school and community choirs and the VocalEssence  

Ensemble Singers

Tuesday, May 24, 2011 at 7pm
Ordway Center for the Performing Arts
345 Washington Street, Saint Paul, MN

Featuring world premieres of music by Mexican composers  
Lilia Vázquez and Horacio Uribe sung by area elementary, high school  

and community choral singers with the VocalEssence Chorus  
& Ensemble Singers

Tickets to all concerts are free; for more information visit 
www.vocalessence.org/cantare

About ¡Cantaré!

¡Cantaré! is a unique program designed to 
bring the talents of composers from Mexico 
directly into Minnesota classrooms.

In 2010-2011 the VocalEssence  ¡Cantaré! 
program has engaged communities in 
Worthington and in the Twin Cities. Four 
composers have participated in fall, winter 
and spring residencies with their student 
and community groups, writing new music 
for each music to premiere in concerts 
taking place in April and May 2011.

On April 28th and May 24th, over 350 
students and community members will 
take the stage alongside the VocalEssence 
Ensemble Singers in Worthington and St. 
Paul to perform the world premieres of 
compositions written specifically for them. 
An exciting blend of authentic Mexican folk 
songs and contemporary styles, the third 
annual ¡Cantaré! Community Concerts will 
feature vivacious rhythms performed with 
colorful flair. 
 
Over the past school year, participants 
learned about the music of Mexico from 
esteemed composers Diana Syrse, Jesús 
Echevarría, Horacio Uribe and Lilia 
Vázquez. Each composer spent three weeks 
getting to know the singing abilities of the 
ensembles, then wrote music specifically for 
them. Selections include a vivacious pairing 
of Mexican folk songs “La Bruja” and “La 
Petenera” with jazz band, and an exploration 
of Huasteca-style music featuring jarana, a 
small guitar from that region.

VocalEssence is a fiscal year 2011 recipient of an Arts Learning grant from the Minnesota State Arts Board. This activity is funded, in part, by 
the Minnesota arts and cultural heritage fund as appropriated by the Minnesota State Legislature with money from the Legacy Amendment vote 
of the people of Minnesota on November 4, 2008.
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In VocalEssence, Peter and 
Judy Mitchelson have found a 
lifelong connection — musical 
inspiration and a commitment 
to sharing the joy of music 
with future generations.

It all began more than a decade 
ago when Chorus member 
Craig Shulstad invited them 
to a VocalEssence post-
concert reception. “From the 
camaraderie, good will and 
sheer fun in this introduction, 
we immediately saw that 
VocalEssence was something 

special,” said Peter. “I joined the board in 
2000 and served for six years on the Finance 
Committee.”

This introduction became a focal point of 
Peter and Judy’s lifelong love of music. They 
grew up singing in the same church choir 
in Detroit, Michigan, and continued their 
studies in piano, baritone and alto saxophone, 
and oboe. Peter even picked up double bass 
in high school and played in a dance band 
with classmates. “No one else wanted to lug 
it around,” said Peter jokingly. “I had to get 
a loaner car just so that I could take it to 
gigs.” Peter continued singing in college glee 
club, several church choirs, the Minneapolis 
Commodores Barbershop Chorus in the 
1970s and ’80s and, most recently, with the 
Masterworks Chorale at Augsburg College 
for 15 years. But in VocalEssence, Peter and 
Judy found the perfect fit with their musical 
passions.

Just like VocalEssence, Peter and Judy want 
to share their love of music with the next 
generation. One of their favorite experiences 
has been attending Star of Wonder concerts 
at Christmas with their grandchildren. 
“Philip’s music is always educational and 
the Ensemble Singers’ annual rendition of 
the Twelve Days of Christmas, with hearty 
audience participation (using ‘outdoor voices 

brought inside’) will never be forgotten,” 
said Peter. “The year 2010 was very special in 
that we ‘graduated’ and took the grandkids 
to see their first performance of Welcome 
Christmas at Plymouth Church. It was a 
resounding success!”

“We love the commitment VocalEssence 
has to making each performance a learning 
experience for performer and listener,” said 
Judy. “Its openness to new ideas is legendary 
and it encourages this goal with purposeful 
links to new composers, who are often 
in attendance when their music is being 
performed, which is an added treat. Audiences 
can hardly wait to see what is coming next!”

Why do Peter and Judy support 
VocalEssence? “Quality, quality, quality!” 
said Peter. “Philip has proven time and 
time again that great things come in small 
packages!” Peter spent the majority of his 
professional career in small organizations 
and said he knows first hand the amount 
of work that is involved to create success 
with limited resources, but he also knows 
that it can be done and VocalEssence proves 
this conclusively. “If you aim for the top,” 
remarked Peter, “it’s surprising how often 
you can actually get there. Organizations like 
VocalEssence simply MUST be supported 
because they provide so much good to the 
community.”

Judy and Peter know that once you connect 
with VocalEssence, you’ll never want to leave. 
“Come with us to a VocalEssence concert and 
we will show you some of the best musical 
experiences you will ever enjoy. We guarantee 
that you will be inspired and will join us in 
supporting this fantastic organization and 
have a joyful time in the process.” 

Thank you, Judy and Peter, for your 
commitment to sharing our music with the 
community. You are both winning ambassadors 
for VocalEssence!

Donor Spotlight: Peter and Judy Mitchelson, VocalEssence Ambassadors
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The Honor Roll
The Honor Roll acknowledges 
contributions received from July 1, 
2009 to March 21, 2011.

Although we make every effort to 
ensure that our Honor Roll list is 
accurate and complete, we are capable 
of error. Please let us know if your name 
does not appear the way you prefer so 
we may correct it in the next program 
listing. Call 612-547-1473 to make a 
correction. Thank you!

± Includes Matching Gift Contributions
+ Includes In-Kind Donations
* In Remembrance

ENSEMBLE CLUB

Gifts of $25,000 & more

Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The 
Saint Paul Foundation

Philip & Carolyn Brunelle
Bush Foundation
Curtis L. Carlson Family Foundation±
General Mills Foundation±
Louise Heffelfinger
Jerome Foundation
Art & Martha Kaemmer Fund of HRK 

Foundation
MAHADH Fund of HRK Foundation
Kay & Mike McCarthy
The McKnight Foundation
The Minneapolis Foundation
Minnesota Monthly+
Minnesota State Arts Board
National Endowment for the Arts
The Saint Paul Foundation±
Sit Investment Associates Inc.
Target Foundation
Winston* & Maxine Wallin, The Wallin 

Foundation

Gifts of $10,000-$24,999

3M Foundation 
The Aaron Copland Fund for Music, Inc.
Athwin Foundation
Barbro Osher Pro Suecia Foundation
Carol A. Barnett
Warren & Donna Beck
Best Buy Children’s Foundation
Judy Blaseg & John Engelen
Jerome & Linda Carlson
Delta Air Lines, Inc.+
Charles M. Denny, Jr. & Carol E. 

Denny Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Ecolab Foundation
Robert & Katherine Goodale
Hellervik Fund of The Saint Paul 

Foundation
The Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
Lucy R. Jones
N. Judge & Reatha Clark King 

Family Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Janice L. Marturano & Peter D. 
Thompson 
matched by General Mills

Walt McCarthy & Clara Ueland
Medtronic Foundation±
Glen & Marilyn Carlson Nelson
	 matched by ExxonMobil
Philip & Katherine Nason Fund of The 

Saint Paul Foundation
Piper Family Fund of The Minneapolis 

Foundation 
Debra Sit & Peter Berge
Vern Sutton
Travelers Foundation
Wenger Foundation
Xcel Energy±

Gifts of $5,000-$9,999

Augsburg College
John & Sheila Bjorklund
James Bohn & Linda Zelig
Tim & Eileen Bradley
Dr. Susan J. & Richard Crockett
	 matched by General Mills
Matthew Entenza & Lois Quam
	 matched by General Mills
ExxonMobil Foundation±
John & Cathy Farrell
Ruth Hanold*
The Hognander Foundation & Joe 

Hognander
Garrison Keillor & Jenny Lind Nilsson
Knox Foundation
Libby Larsen & James Reece
The Mauriel Family Foundation
Judy & Peter Mitchelson
Robert Muschewske & Leaetta Hough
Mrs. John H. Myers
Peravid Foundation
Piper Jaffray±
Mary Ann Pulk
R C Lilly Foundation
George Reid
Leland T. Lynch & Terry Saario Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation
Peter Spink
Kathy & Jack Tunheim
Alan & Dorene Wernke
Mike & Donna Wolsted

Gifts of $2,500-$4,999

Albrecht Family Foundation
Aronson & Associates, P.A.+
Baker Associates+
Will & Margee Bracken
Uri & Melissa Camarena
Cargill, Inc.
Consulado de México en Saint Paul+ 

Cy & Paula DeCosse Fund of The 
Minneapolis Foundation

Dave Durenberger & Susan Foote
Jerry & Cathie Fischer
Steve Fox & Connie Fladeland
Peter & Patricia Frechette

Gayle Fuguitt & Thomas Veitch
John Geelan & Megan Feeney
	 matched by Piper Jaffray
Ann & Gordon Getty Foundation
Tor & Sunny Hansen
Hello Viking+
Jack & Linda Hoeschler Fund of The 

Saint Paul Foundation
Thomas Hunt & John Wheelihan
Jerry Johnson
Doug & Mary Jones
Bill & Suzanne Joyce
Thorsten & Petra Kirschke
Don & Joann Leavenworth
Ronald & Nicolai Lewis
	 matched by Xcel Energy
Jan McDaniel & Tom Cummings
Mexico Tourism Board
David & Linda Mona
Terry G. & Kristen H. O’Brien
Paul Olson & Mark Baumgartner
Doug & Jean Parish
Douglas & Mary Platt
Paul & Abigail Pribbenow
RBC Foundation USA
Ruth Spiegel & Brad McNaught
Thomson Reuters±
Tunheim Partners
U.S. Bank±
Unisys+

Gifts of $1,000-$2,499

Ameriprise Financial Gift Matching 
Program± 

Elmer L. & Eleanor J. Andersen 
Foundation

Kevin L. Bailey
Elise G. Brunelle & Jeremy Greeff 
Jo Beld & Tim Delmont
Cheryl Bethune
Goeta Goetz Bird
Lynn Bowe & Charles Kuivinen 
Roma Calatayud & Thomas Stocks
Thomas & Nicky Carpenter
Rick & Jan Cohen
Jack & Ann Cole
John & Joan Colwell
Katryn Conlin
Deric Craig & Margaret deJonge
Jon Cranney & Katherine Ferrand
David P. & Katherine Crosby
Kathy & Charles Cunningham
Melissa Dalluhn+
Data Recognition Corporation
Vincent & Martha Driessen
Milt & Jana Edgren
Kent & Katherine Eklund
Beau & Christie Farrell
Fredrikson & Byron, P.A.
Emily Bourne Grigsby
Charles & Margarette Hann
David & Mim Hanson
Dennis & Jan Himan
Walter & Judith Hinck
Joe & Nancy Holmberg
Anne & Rich Hovland

Continued on next page

The Endowment 
Honor Roll

VocalEssence salutes the individuals and 
corporate and private foundations whose 
generosity and leadership sparked the 
creation of the Endowment Fund. This 
permanent fund was established in 1987 
and is now valued at $2.3 million. Its 
interest income provides ongoing support 
to VocalEssence. We welcome new 
contributions to the Endowment Fund 
and extend our deepest appreciation to 
the following for their generous gifts.

Mrs. Fred C. Andersen*
Athwin Foundation
Carol A. Barnett
Alice Baver*
Ronald & Joyce Beauchane
Warren & Donna Beck
Judson Bemis Fund of The Minneapolis 

Foundation
Judy Blaseg & John Engelen
Charlie Boone & Carol Heen
William & Margee Bracken
David Brink
Lucile Brink
Wayne & Marilyn Brock
Elise Brunelle & Jeremy Greeff
Philip & Carolyn Brunelle
Ann & David Buran
Norman R. Carpenter
Cole Sewell Corporation
Claire Colliander & Greg Steenson
Colwell Industries
Community Credit Company
Thomas Davies*
Target Stores, Dayton’s and Mervyn’s by 

the Dayton Hudson Foundation
Ernest & Mary Dorn
Dan Dressen
Katherine & Kent Eklund
Exxon Corporation
Jack & Cathy Farrell
Robert B. Fering
Gloria Freeman
Robert & Katherine Goodale
Marion Goward
Shelley Greenwood
Jane D. & James L.* Hall
Terrance* & Ruth* Hanold
David & Mim Hanson
Ann G. Harding
Louise Heffelfinger

Jack & Linda Hoeschler
HRK Foundation
A.D. (Bill)* & Betty* Hulings
Douglas & Mary Jones
William & Suzanne Joyce
Arthur & Martha Kaemmer
Garrison Keillor
James & Jane Riley-Koll
Daniel & Constance Kunin
James Reece & Libby Larsen
Helmer* & Christine Larson
Mary Sue Lindsay*
Jean & Kenneth Linwick
Patricia Lund*
Herb & Corrine Lundberg
Thomas* & Patti* Maetzold
The MAHADH Fund of HRK Foundation
Marbrook Foundation
Kay & Mike McCarthy
Walt McCarthy & Clara Ueland 
Mancel & Harriet* Mitchell
William & Julie Moyer
Elizabeth Musser*
Nash Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
Glen & Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Alice Park Newman*
Jeanne & Richard Patterson
Donald* & Helen* Pellowe
The Pine Wood Trust
Harry Piper Foundation
Jill & Richard Ragatz
Burt Ross*
Shelly Ross*
Thomas & Lois Sando
Michael & Shirley Santoro
Sandra & Ivan* Schloff
Richard & Kit Schmoker
Ellen* & George J. Schulte
John & Marion Etzwiler Shepherd
Star Tribune/Cowles Media Company
Richard & Vivian Stuck
Bill & Bryce TenBroek
Richard & Rosemary Thorsen
Lynn & Carol Truesdell
Jim Ulland
Ruth & David Waterbury
Doris A. Welty-Bury*
Carl A. Weyerhaeuser Trust
Frederick T. Weyerhaeuser Trust
John Wheelihan
E.M.* & Patricia* Whitacre
Mrs. W. A. Wilson
Bruce & JoAnn* Winslow
Karen & John Wolff

± Includes Matching Gift Contributions    + Includes In-Kind Donations    * In Remembrance
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Gifts of $1,000-$2,499
Continued from previous page

Pat & Bob Hoyt
Karen & Charles Humphrey
John & Ruth Huss 
David & Lea Joergenson
Daniel & Constance Kunin
Robert Lee & Mary Schaffner
Philip & Madeleine Lowry
David & Peggy Lucas
Robert & Polly McCrea
Joyce & Richard McFarland Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Sara Gross Methner & David Methner
Joseph & Jane Micallef
Alfred P. (Fred) & Ann Moore
David & Judy Myers
Fran & Patti Neir
Susan Nicol
Alice M. O’Brien Foundation
Lawrence M. & Elizabeth Ann 

O’Shaughnessy Charitable Income 
Trust

Nancy Jessen Otis
Joan B. Parsons
Richard & Jeanne Patterson
Paul & Virginia Pfeiffer
Karen & Donald Powers
James & Susan Ramlet
John & Kirsten Rice
Kathryn Roberts & Jim Hiniker
Michael & Laura Robinson
John & Lois Rogers
Hervé and Jennifer Sarteau
Raymond & Leola Schreurs
Gale Sharpe
Sue Shepard & Don Helgeson
Craig & Mariana Shulstad
	 matched by General Mills
Wayne Simons & Al Muma
Arturo Steely
LeAnn Stein & Jack Stamp
Susan Marie Swanson & Tom Hysell
Bill & Bryce TenBroek
Debra Teske
Richard T. Thomson
Lynn & Carol Truesdell
Wells Fargo Foundation Minnesota
Dobson & Jane West
Dr. Preston & Sharon Williams
Roger & Shari Wilsey
Angus & Margaret Wurtele
Wilson & Gayle Graham Yates
Charles & Julie Zelle

Gifts of $500-$999

Anonymous
Steve Aggergaard & Lana Rosario
Ernie & Marcy Andberg
Mary Baremore & Roberta Cordano
Ann Barkelew & Jim O’Hagan
Ron & Joyce Beauchane
Bruce W. & Paula M. Becker
Carol & Jeff Belz
Cam & Bonnie Blodgett
Penny Bond & Chuck Grimsrud 
Thomas & Barbara Brown
Paul & Jane Brunelle

Tim Brunelle & Jennifer Iwanicki
David & Ann Buran
Norman R. & Janet Carpenter
Casa Travel, Inc.+
Cookie Coleman & Bob Hest
Kip & Kathy Colwell
Tom & Ellie Crosby Jr.
Ed & Betsy Cussler
Peggy Diehl
Dan Dressen & Beth Comeaux
El Burrito Mercado
The Foley Companies & the Ringer 

Family
Ryan & Jenny French
Paul & Mona Gerike
Douglas & Mary Kay Geston
GiveMN.org Match
	 Bush Foundation
	 McKnight Foundation
	 Minneapolis Foundation
	 Saint Paul Foundation
Jane Dayton Hall 
Frank & Jayne Harris
Gordon* & Wini Hed
David O. & Kristine Henderson
Phil & Laura Holst
Doug & Kerry Hoverson,  

Saint Thomas Academy
	 matched by Ameriprise 

Financial
Thelma Hunter
Independent Pension Consultants, Ltd.
Robert & Sigrid Johnson
Michael & Bonnie Jorgensen
Jan & Tom Kilton
Jeffrey & Melanie Kjellberg
Michael Knoll
Glenn & Kartra Kohl
Chuck & Jill Koosmann
Fredrik & Farida Korallus
Mark & Susan Larson
Charlie & Anne Leck
Edward & Patricia Lindell
Jan & Charlie Lloyd
Paul Lohman
Steve Lund
Tom & Margie Lundberg
Ben Manning
Dennis & Gail Mathisen
Hubert & Midge McCloy
Jonathan & Martha Morgan
Scott & Nicole Muschewske
Lowell & Sonja Noteboom
John Nuechterlein
Alan Onberg
Dr. & Mrs. Ahmad Orandi
Francisco & Maria Peschard
Joan Dunbar-Plauda & Owen Plauda
Rich & Nancy Power
Arnold & Lois Rholl
Mark & Becky Roloff
Barney* & Patty Saunders
Fred & Gloria Sewell
Joyce Sharp
Nancy Speer & Jim Shaver
Charles Stanhope
Evelyn T. Struthers
Frank Stubbs & Tom Lee
	 matched by Blue Cross Blue 

Shield

Richard & Vivian Stuck
Larry & Thalia Taylor
Bill & Pam Telleen
John H. Sandbo & D. Jean Thomson
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans±
Gedney & Emily Anne Tuttle
Ben & Deb Vander Kooi
Jennifer Vickerman
	 matched by Thrivent Financial
Weber Shandwick
Paul & Elissa Weller
Jeffrey & Wendy Wenger Dankey
John Westrom
Zabin Charitable Fund at the Boston 

Foundation
Zelle Hofmann Voelbel & Mason LLP

CHORUS CLUB

Gifts of $250-$499

Jones Adkins & Julie Brown
Meredith B. Alden
Peter & Mary Ellen Alden
Richard & Jane Allen
Quentin & Mary Anderson
Anton E. Armstrong, D.M.A.
Kay & Ronald Bach
Michael Barone
Greg Becker
Madeline Betsch
Don & Carol Birkeland
Steve Blank
Blue Cross Blue Shield±
Norlin & Carol Boyum
Carol Brandenburg
Jan & Ellen Breyer
Marney Brooks
Christopher Brunelle & Serena Zabin
Kevin & Susan Burke
Annabelle Bush
Oscar & Valerie Carlson
Mary Lou Judd Carpenter
Camille Carteng
Chosy Family Fund of The Minneapolis 

Foundation
Judith A. Christensen
David & Wendy Coggins
David Colwell
Frank & Meg Connolly
Marcus & Joan Cox
Kent & Dee Ann Crossley
Alex & Leslie Cruz
Ted & Carol Cushmore
	 matched by General Mills
John & Joy Davis
Steve & Judy Drobeck
	 matched by Medtronic Time-n-

Talent Fund
Len & Susan Druskin
Charles & Mary Dufresne
Linda Eckman
Jerry & Kathleen Erickson
Ralph & Debbie Estes
Marion Etzwiler & John Shepherd
Caron & Floyd Farmer
Diane Crooks Fernald
Mary Ann Finegan

Gerald Foley
Kathleen Forde
Mark Forgey
Franklin National Bank
Gloria Freeman
Bill Gamble & Anne Labovitz
Gus Gedatus & Lucien Justin
Ray & Marcia Giske
Rodolfo Gutierrez
Judith K. Healey
H. Thomas & Mary Heller
John & Sarah Henrich
James & LaVonne Herbert
Rick & Bev Heydinger
Gordon & Nita Howell
James Jenkins & Dolores Lenore 
Ted & Amy Johnson
	 matched by Ameriprise 

Financial
Karen Lovgren Kennedy
	 matched by Thomson Reuters
Carrie & Louis Lambert
Diana J. Leland
J. Thomas & Helen Lockhart
Bob & Jan Lubar
Sarah Lutman & Robert Rudolph
John & Caroline MacWherter
Ray & Elsie Martin
Char & Paul Mason
Jan Mattox
Malcolm & Patricia McDonald
Mary Bigelow McMillan
Kimberly Meisten
Brock Metzger
Gene & Gloria Mickelson
Carolyn J. Mitchell
Margie Nelson
Karen Newstrom
David O’Fallon
Dan Pederson
	 matched by Thrivent Financial
Gloria Perez
Nicholas Peter
Jonathan Pinkerton & Julia Rice
Curtis & Shirley Ramlet
Lisa Reed
Gary & Pam Reierson
Scott & Joanne Reinertson
Russell C. Richards
Ric & Johanna Robles
Brian D. & Barbara Ruhl
Margaret & Matthew Sabin
Manuel Santana
Ann Sather & Jeff Stone
JC & Ann Savage
Aida Schaefer
Paul & Camille Schroeder
Ann Schrooten & Dawn Wieczorek
Mari & Michael Scott
Estelle Quinn Sell
Patricia Starks-Faggétt
Annika Lister Stroope & Jeremy A. West
Mackenzie Sullivan 
Dana Swindler & Greg Walsh
Michael & Christine Tattersfield
Joe & Jean Thompson
Dan & Judy Titcomb
Parker & Albert Trostel
Katrina Vander Kooi
Andrea Villanueva

George & Gloria Wallace
Jacquelyn & James Waters
Steve & Kathryn Waters
David & Karin Wendt
John & Joy Wetzel
Ted & Nancy Weyerhaeuser
John & Sylvia Winkelman
RADM & Mrs. Ray C. Witter
Linda Wren
Larry & Katherine Youngblood

Gifts of $100-$249

Anonymous
Mary Adair & Gerald Jorgenson
	 matched by General Mills
Andra Adolfson
William & Suzanne Ammerman
AnnaLisa Anderson
Joyce L. Anderson
Leif Anderson
Richard O. Anderson, MD
Rolan & Muriel Anderson
Carole Arwidson
Darlene Arwidson
Carol Barnett & John Tartaglia
Jennifer Bauer
William & Debbie Begin
Vera Benzel
Steven & Pam Bjoraker
Karen Bohn & Gary Surdel
Andy & Linda Boss
Lucile Adams Brink
Dana & Patrick Brinton
Marilyn Bryant
Ellis & Jane Bullock
Steve & Karen Burger
Dorothea Burns
Russ Bursch & Lee Mauk
Nancy Carlson
Richard & Mari Carlson
Joel Carver
Yvonne Cheek
Elizabeth Childs & Todd Larson
Gary & Diane Clark
Rusty & Burt Cohen
Malia & Bryan Cole
Nancy Conboy
Susan G. Crawford
Jan Cronquist & Lee Toman 
Sam Cutter-Wilson
Richard & Nancy Dana
Bill & Ruth Davini
Phil Davis
Fabiola Diaz
Ernest & Mary Dorn
Margaret E. Durham
Anders Eckman
Stephen Eckman
Eric Ellingsen
Jim & Renee Engebretson
Mark Epsky & Mary Jane Melendez
Karen Esbjornson
John & Kristin Farrell
Mark Flaten
Gerald T. Flom
Brendan Foote
	 matched by Ameriprise 

Financial
Ted Forbes

± Includes Matching Gift Contributions    + Includes In-Kind Donations    * In Remembrance
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Pat & Lynn Galbraith
James Gertmenian & Susan King
Annie Gleeman
	 matched by Quality Bicycle 

Products
Jim & Susan Goes
Diane Gorder
Lauretta & Jere Graetz
Kathleen Grammer
Kristina Guiffre
Jonathan Gusdal & Sonja Hagander
Roger Hale & Nor Hall
Ken & Suanne Hallberg
Elinor Hands
John Harens
Bil & Karen Hawks
Dee & Wilfried Hein
	 matched by U.S. Bank
Alfred & Susan Henderson
John & Constance Henderson
Barbara Hoese
Richard P. Hoffman*
Pat Hoven
Bill Hueg & Hella Mears
Teresa Iglesias-Solomon
Intersource Interpretation & Translation 

Services LLC+
Harry & Lila Jacob
Steve & Susan Jasinski
Brent & Carmen Johnson
Mark Johnson
Vivian & Mary Jones
Rohland Thomssen & Mary Kaul
Anthony Kiorpes & Farrel Rich
Natalia Kojanova & Igor Kozhanov
Paul & Barbara Laederach
Iris M. Larson
Stephen & Marilyn Lawrence
Elaine Leonard
Lori Lewis
Betty Jeanne Lillehei
Ken & Jean Linwick
Calvin & Christine Litsey
Anne E. Lowe
Thomas & Marilyn Madison
Maureen Mashek
Betty & Boyd Mast
H. G. McNeely Jr.
Avery & Margaret Merriman
Russ & Jan Michaletz
Joseph & Joy Michel
Paul & Barbara Mikelson
John Milton & Maureen Acosta
Minnesota International Center
Elaine Mitchell
Craig & Judy Moen
David E. & Mary Jo Monson
Michael & Rosanne Monten
Shirley Moore
Earl & Lois Mosiman
Kristi Mueller
Elizabeth Murray
Karla & Peter Myers
Jane & James Mylrea
Jim & Merilu Narum
Nick Nash & Karen Lundholm
Judy Nelson
Pete & Franci Nelson
Alice Park Newman*
Donald & Gerda Nightingale

Craig & Beth Olson
David Olson
Marston Ronald Opel
Thomas Osborn
Marri Oskam
Bill & Rita Parenteau
Stephen & Patty Paulus
William Pederson
William & Carolyn Penny
Daniel & Nancy Peterson
Lucinda Pratt
Brad & Linda Quarderer
Lois Rand
John & Barbara Rice
Keith Rodli & Katharine Grant
David & Patricia Runkle
Dan Rutman
Coral Sampson & David Spiegel
Thomas Sando
Earl S. & Barbara Flanagan Sanford 

Fund of The Minneapolis 
Foundation

Paul & Diane Schroeder
Susan T. Schuster
Leon O. Shaw
	 matched by IBM Corporation
Mark & Jennifer Sheffert
Stan & Lucy Shepard
Lawrence Siegel
Jim & Carol Simonson
Ann Perry Slosser
William & Marcelyn Smale
Don & Judy Smith
Robert C. Smith
Nan Snyder
Randy & Joan Snyder
Daniel Sola & Lucie Paynick
Carol Southward
Gordon & Dee Sprenger
Jordan Sramek
Brent Stahl
Judy Orr Stinson
John & Marcia Stout
Alice Strobel
William H. Stump
Wayne & Judith Swisher
Judy Takkunen
Jesse & Natalie Tejeda
Josiah Telschow
Kenneth & Barbara Tiede
Helen Ver Hoeven
Joanne Von Blon
Mary S. Vujovich
Jennifer Wallis
Lorin Walter
Clifton & Bettye Ware
David & Ruth Waterbury
Steven Wells & Jane Scallen
Carl & Barbara White
Gary & Karen Wilkerson
Patricia Williams
W. Maurine Wilson
Michael Winikoff
John & Julie Worden
Philip & Anne Worrell
Gary & Joan Wynia
Max & Suzanne Zarling
Ann H. Zelle
Louise Ziegler

Gifts up to $99

Anonymous
Akosua Addo
Christian & Barbara Anderson
Roger & Margaret Anderson
BAE Systems±
Sarah L. Bassett
William & Frances Belford
Roy & Nadine Berg
Scott Berger
Shannon Berns
Tim & Pat Bethke
Jill & Jason Bisping
Anne-Marie & Bryan Black
Jose Blanco
Hannah Bolt & Levi Comstock
Kevin J. Borgendale
Jean Marie Brizendine
Randy & Pam Brown
Emily Bruce
Dorene J. Bruns
Richard Buchholz & Brad Momsen
Terry Burford
Russell Burris
Brenda Bush
Patty Campbell
Marjorie Carr
Richard & Marcia Carthaus
Rick & Sarah Cedergren
Larry Christiansen
David & Joan Ciminski
Richard W. & Jean Illsley Clarke
Lloyd Clausen
Johanna Cohn
Marion Colliander
Christina Connelly
Mark & Geralyn Conty
Joe & Roxanne Cruz
Karen Dahlen
Alfred & Therese Danner-House
Kari E. Davis
Harriett Dayton
Claudia Delgado
Kevin & Kaia Ellis

Geneva Eschweiler
Mark & Sarah Fincham
Elizabeth Foss
David & Margene Fox
Elwyn Alexander Fraser Junior
Nelson T. French
Andrew Gaylord
Ruth Gaylord
Santiago Gomez Mont
Charles Gray
Daniel Greco
Robert & Amy Griffin
Tim & Joanne Griffin
Angela Grundstad
Andrew & Angel Hackett
Janet Hanafin
Kevin E. Hansen
Whitney & Gary Hanson
Dob & Janis Hardy
Dennis Hauck
Phebe Saunders Haugen
Doug Heinzen & Le Anne Eickhof
John & Robin Helgen
Reid Henderson
David Henry
Marilyn Hill
Warren & Marian Hoffman
Merv & Marlou Hough
Emma Hovel
David Hoyt
	 matched by Ameriprise Financial
Ross Janke
Kirkja Janson
Marc & Elizabeth Jefferson
Dean Jensen
Ben & Kasey Johnson
James P. Johnson
Sharanya Johnson
Andrew Kane
Holly Kellar
William Kempe
Charles & Kristin Kemper
Stacey Kilton
Bill & Jan Kimes
Jenny Kisner

Sandra Klapperich
Rachel Knutzen
Siri Kristenson
Ben & Alanna Kucera
Theodore & Kathryn Lee
Mark & Karen Lehner
Russel & Alice Leighton
Peter & Sallie Lilienthal
Marita & Brian Link
Patricia Lund*
Charles & Hertha Lutz
Joy MacArthur & Sarah Cohn
Gary & Renee Macomber
Yang Madsen
Nicholas Mattsson
Heather McDougall & David Haukaas
Anna George Meek & Matt Gladue
Karla Miller
Marion Dwyer Miller
Minnesota Wire & Cable Co.
Rebecca & Keith Modert
Eileen Moran
Pamela Narveson
Tom Nazziola
Laura J. Nelson
John & Kirstin Nesbitt
Jeremy & Sarah Nichols
Steve Odland
Brian & Shelley Ohnsorg
Jamie Ohrt
Milo Oien-Rochat
Joe Okell
Glad & Baiba Olinger
Dorothy & Bob Ollmann
Colleen Olson
James & Judy Olson
Joseph & Clara Osowski
Katherine Panciera
Emily Paulson
John Paulson & Coreen Nordling
Eric & Christina Pederson
Matthew Perkins
David Peterson

Continued on next page

VocalEssence is proud to announce that it has 100% donor support from its staff!  
Back row: Katryn Conlin, Nick Peter, Kimberly D. Meisten, Philip Brunelle, Malia Cole, Elissa Weller, Katrina Vander Kooi.  
Front Row: Patricia Starks-Faggétt, Sigrid Johnson, Mary Ann Pulk, Laura Holst. (Not pictured: Charles Kemper.)
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Gifts up to $99
Continued from previous page

Anne Pionkowski
Alexandra Phoenix
Brandee Polson
Rebecca Poppke
Virginia Puzak
Quality Bicycle Products±
Kristy Quinones
Kathleen Richards
John & Barbara Risken
Andrea Roeger
Steve Rosas

Mort & Rosemarie Ryweck
Mike & Myrianthi Salovich
Jorge L. Salvatierra
Roy & Shirley Sather
Kate Sattler
Dr. Milan & Rev. Carolyn Schmidt
Sandra Schoenecker
Allison Schulz
John Schweitzer & Lea Plonty
Harry & Neonila Searles
Joe Selvaggio
Sandra Shallcross
Philip & Theresa Sievers
Kalley Sikich

Barbara Souther
Kate Speer
Curt & Louise Speller
Jo-Anne Stately
Evelyn Swanson & Marjorie Ramgren
Christopher Thompson
Walfred & Priscilla Thoreen
Anita Tillemans
Karen Toebe
Paul & Ruth Ann Tuseth
Tor & Jaime Tuseth
Jim Van Houghton
Ellen & James Van Iwaarden
Holly Vang

Elizabeth Vogel
The Voices of Vienna
Judith Wachholz
Kathleen Watson
Robert Wetzler
Douglas & Carolyn White
Carole Whitney
Alex & Marguerite Wilson
Bruce Winslow
Richard Yague
Greg & Cynthia Youtz
Daniel Zillmann

Special Tributes

VocalEssence is honored by the many gifts 
received in remembrance, appreciation and 
celebration of friends and family. The following 
tributes were made from July 1, 2009 to March 
21, 2011. If you wish to make a gift in tribute, 
please call 612-547-1473.

In remembrance of Phyllis Anderson
	 Gloria Freeman

In remembrance of Fran Aspnes
	 David & Ann Buran
	 John & Joan Colwell

In remembrance of Richard W. Atwood
	 Jane Dayton Hall

In honor of Philip Brunelle
	 Rick & Jan Cohen

In honor of Philip Brunelle’s birthday
	 Carolyn Brunelle
	 John & Joan Colwell

In remembrance of F. Dixon Conlin, M.D.
	 Katryn Conlin
	 Richard & Vivian Stuck

In remembrance of JoAlta Danner Geidel
Philip & Carolyn Brunelle
David & Ann Buran
John & Joan Colwell
Alfred & Therese Danner-House
Friday Club
Richard & Vivian Stuck

In remembrance of Roy Geidel
	 Philip & Carolyn Brunelle
	 David & Ann Buran

In remembrance of Elsie H. Goetz
	 Goeta Goetz Bird

In remembrance of Ruth E. Hanold
	 Jane Dayton Hall

In honor of Tom Lee
	 Susan T. Schuster and your team at Blue Cross

In honor of Nicolai Lewis
	 James & Ellen Van Iwaarden

In remembrance of Lois B. Mosiman
	 Jane Dayton Hall

In honor of the marriage of Bob Muschewske  
& Leaetta Hough
	 Pat & Lynn Galbraith

In honor of Kristen Hoeschler O’Brien
	 Dan Rutman

In honor of Paul D. Olson
	 Mark L. Baumgartner

In remembrance of John C. Parsons, Jr.
	 Joan Parsons

In remembrance of Ronald Kevin Rommereim
	 Sigrid & Robert Johnson

In remembrance of Richard Siegel
	 David & Ann Buran

In celebration of the marriage of LeAnn Stein  
& Jack Stamp
	 Sigrid & Robert Johnson

In remembrance of Belva M. Stevenson
	 Sigrid & Robert Johnson

In honor of Maren Sather Stone
	 Ann Sather & Jeff Stone

In honor of Barbara Tiede’s birthday
	 David & Ruth Waterbury

In remembrance of Winston Wallin
	 Jane Dayton Hall

In honor of John T. Westrom
	 Emily Grigsby

In remembrance of Jane Elizabeth Whitmore
	 Sigrid & Robert Johnson

VocalEssence commissions 

and world premieres are a critical 

element in the development 

of new choral composition. 

Be part of this living legacy 

by making a planned gift today.

If you would like more information, 

or if you have already remembered VocalEssence 

in your will, please call Katrina Vander Kooi, 

Associate Director of Development, 

at 612-547-1472.


