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The Mission of 
VocalEssence

VocalEssence champions 
choral music of all genres, 
celebrating the vocal 
experience through 
innovative concerts, 
commissions, and 
community engagement 
programs.

Our Core Values
•	 We	believe	that	music	
is	a	living	art	and	are	
committed	to	its	continual	
discovery	through	
innovative	concerts	and	
commissions.

•	 We	believe	in	the	
importance	of	quality	in	
everything	we	perform	
and	do.	We	strive	to	be	a	
cooperative	partner	and	
leader	in	our	field.

•	 We	advocate	for	the	choral	
art	in	Minnesota,	nationally	
and	internationally.

•	 We	present	culturally	
authentic	education	
programs	that	engage	
participants	of	all	ages.

•	 We	believe	in	fostering	
the	talents	of	composers,	
conductors,	and	artists.

•	 We	believe	in	financial	
responsibility.	We	are	
committed	to	operating	on	
a	sound	financial	basis	and	
building	a	legacy	for	our	
future.

Mary	Ann	Pulk,	Executive	Director

From the Executive Director
The VocalEssence 2011-2012 season was marked with 
programs and initiatives celebrating the future and 
reflecting on our past. We embarked on an organic and 
“real-time” strategic planning process that considered 
our 43-year history and opportunities for future growth 
tempered by the realities of today’s economic climate. 
The result is a living document with five key goals:

1. Present innovative, high quality choral music 
concerts in an array of venue sizes and locations 
in the Twin Cities, Minnesota, nationally and 
internationally

2. Introduce choral music at its finest and most 
innovative to expanded audiences

3. Raise the visibility of VocalEssence nationally and 
internationally as a training ground for exceptional 
artistic directors, arts administrators and artists 
who become renowned for their own innovations 
and leadership in choral music

4. Expand the role of VocalEssence in advocating for the choral art form
5. Build on organization and financial strengths of VocalEssence

Key accomplishments informed by the planning process included national or world 
premieres of five new major choral works from internationally recognized composers 
William Bolcom, Jonathan Dove, Michael Daugherty, Hannibal Lokumbe and Tarik 
O’Regan. 

In the fall, we embarked on The North Star Tour, a five-community tour supported by 
Minnesota State Arts Board Legacy funding. In the course of eight days the Ensemble 
Singers engaged more than 2,000 Minnesotans in Luverne, Marshall, Montevideo, St. 
Cloud and Duluth in concerts, master classes, student workshops, retirement home visits 
and community sings. We not only championed the richness of the choral art form within 
these communities, but also celebrated the artistic and ethnic diversity of our state. 

Our advocacy goals were realized on the local level through a series of performance 
partnerships with sixteen choral and instrumental groups ranging from Magnum Chorum 
to The Rose Ensemble to Monroe Crossing. 

We focused national attention on the Twin Cities by hosting the Chorus America National 
Conference, attracting more than 500 choral artists and administrators to our community 
to join us in celebrating the richness and strength of our art form. 

The crowning achievement of our community engagement programs this year was the 
Joyce Foundation funded world-premiere of Hannibal Lokumbe’s In the Spirit of Being. 
Electrifying performances were complimented by Hannibal’s extensive work with young 
men in the juvenile justice system — many of whom came to terms with their past and 
legacies for the future through with journey with Hannibal. 

I continue to marvel at the impact VocalEssence has in our community powered by the 
generous support of our many friends acknowledged in this report — thank you for your 
continued investment in our work.

Mary Ann Pulk
Executive Director
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2011-2012: The Year in Numbers

500

5,741	students	attended	the	WITNESS	
Young	People’s	Concerts

765	community	members	participated	
in	the	North	Star	Tour	outreach	events

765

80	at-risk	students	and	adults	attended	
intense	Genealogy	sessions	with	
composer	Hannibal	Lokumbe

80

500	students	performed	on	stage	for	
the	¡Cantaré!	Community	Concert	at	
Burnsville	Performing	Arts	Center

19	commissions	and	premieres	in	the	
2011-2012	concert	season

19

11,233 people attended VocalEssence 
11-12 season concerts

11,233

1,472	Greater	Minnesota	audience	
members	attended	one	of	the	North	Star	
Tour	concerts

1,472

20	members	of	the	Young	Singers	Group,	
the	new	young	professionals	group	for	
VocalEssence

20

Email	newsletter	reaches	4,105	in	39	
countries

4,105

5,741

500+
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Letter from Philip

Saturday, Oct. 29, 7:30 pm

Luverne Palace Theatre

$15 Adults, $12 Seniors/Advance Sale, $8 Students

Advance tickets at Carnegie Cultural Center

507-283-8294, www.palacetheatre.us

 I LOVED this tour, because we had a connection with the people. 
We, as an ensemble, have been transformed because we have 
sung so much together, eaten together, lived & traveled together. 
We are a better group for it.” — VocalEssence Ensemble Singer

 We can’t all come to 
Minneapolis/St. Paul 
to participate in fine 
arts programs. Thank 
you for coming to our 
community.” — Marshall 
audience member

 I was re-invigorated about 
my own musical pursuit. 
Thank you!” — Prairie 
Arts Chorale singer

The North Star Tour

From the Artistic Director

I am very pleased to mention just a few of the artistic successes of the 43rd VocalEssence season:

•  Sigrid Johnson’s 20th season as Assistant Director
•  An amazing Minnesota tour as the Ensemble Singers traveled the length of Highway 23
•  The always-anticipated Welcome Christmas concerts, bringing back the beautiful cantata by 

Stephen Paulus, So Hallow’d is the Time
•  WITNESS composer Hannibal Lokumbe gave us an hour-long, moving work that celebrated 

the miracle of life for each of us
•  And, finally, hosting for the second time the Chorus America Conference which brought more 

than 500 choral enthusiasts to Minneapolis for four great days of music-making including 
a grand opening night with eight Minnesota choirs. The following night featured the 
VocalEssence Ensemble Singers performing Carol Barnett’s The World Beloved: A Bluegrass 
Mass and celebrating Dominick Argento’s 85th birthday with his eloquent Walden Pond.

 
As always, thank you for your support in 2011-2012!

Philip Brunelle
Artistic Director

Philip	Brunelle,	Artistic	Director

The VocalEssence Ensemble Singers traveled to Luverne, Marshall, 
Montevideo, St. Cloud, and Duluth in October and November 
2011 to perform concerts and work with local groups.
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Minnesota is the 
“Mecca” of choral 
music in the United 
States. Its long-
standing tradition 
of developing, 
nurturing, 
promoting, funding 
— and even 
innovating — this 
beloved music 
genre has a storied 
history here that 
is unique to the 
Great Lakes state. 
So it should be 
no surprise — or 
maybe it is — that 
the land of 10,000 
choral music 
movers, shakers 

and lovers also boasts some of the most ardent supporters. 
They not only serve tirelessly on boards, religiously attend 
performances, and enlist others to the cause with an 
evangelical fervor, they also commission singularly unique 
works.

Kay and Mike McCarthy are two such choral music devotees 
of VocalEssence, arguably one of the premier purveyors 
of choral music in the country, founded by the inimitable 
Philip Brunelle in 1969. Kay and Mike, self-described as a 
“recovering attorney” and “a man of eclectic musical tastes,” 
met in a church choir. Kay’s father was a prominent choral 
music director in the Minneapolis public schools. Mike, who 
has an affinity for the vocal tradition and the banjo, owned 
“almost all of Norman Luboff’s records.”

As the McCarthys moved forward in their respective 
professional careers, they never lost sight of their love of 
choral music. While Kay was teaching high school, practicing 
law and creating quilts, Mike’s business career included stints 
at General Mills and Parker Brothers before he returned to 
Williams Steel and Hardware, which was founded by his great-
great-grandfather in 1860. His involvement with professional 
choral music began as the treasurer and board chair of the 
Dale Warland Singers in the 1980s. It continues today, as he 
serves as treasurer of both VocalEssence and Chorus America.

“I’ve always loved the collegiality and cooperative nature of 
choral music,” Mike allows, “that doesn’t put an emphasis 
just on a soloist — it’s a group-focused endeavor.” But what 
he sees in Philip Brunelle, who has become a good friend 
over the years, transcends Brunelle’s role as artistic director 
of the renowned organization and that of the choral tradition 
itself: “I really respect his progressive ability and intensity to 
produce concerts that invariably leave everyone entertained 
and enriched by new music. That’s very difficult to do year 
after year, but Philip does it better than anyone else. He’s also 

a delight to work with professionally.” 

Perhaps it was destiny — given the couple’s love of the 
VocalEssence mission, its benchmark programs WITNESS 
and ¡Cantaré!, and Mike’s love of the banjo and bluegrass 
music — that they would commission a bluegrass mass 
by Carol Barnett and librettist Marisha Chamberlain for 
VocalEssence and bluegrass quintet Monroe Crossing in 2007.

“At first, Philip didn’t know whether bluegrass would fit with 
choral music! But he never said no, and that’s part of his 
talent. He’s willing to explore new ideas, even radical ones like 
a bluegrass mass.”

“As commissioners of The World Beloved: A Bluegrass 
Mass, we were unusually involved in the creative side of the 
process,” Mike recalls fondly. “There are different pieces like 
ballads that can be performed separately or as a whole,” adds 
Kay, “and there are still the very traditional aspects of the 
mass, too.”

So, how did it turn out? “We loved it from the beginning!” 
both exclaim. “It’s really a terrific crossover piece that works 
for a bluegrass group and a chorus. 
It’s a great juxtaposition of styles and 
it works beautifully,” Mike surmises. 
An early sign of its success was that 
Dale Warland was so impressed he 
gave it its second performance with 
the Cincinnati Conservatory Chorale 
shortly after hearing the world 
premiere. Philip Brunelle and the 
VocalEssence Ensemble Singers immediately recorded the 
piece with Monroe Crossing, and it remains one of the most 
popular recordings by VocalEsence to this day.

Now in their retirement years with grandchildren afoot, 
Mike and Kay see a bright future for VocalEssence, especially 
if others step up and support it through their own form 
of giving and service. “There’s really nothing like it in the 
country,” Mike notes, “and you would be hard pressed to 
find any organization whose cultural reach and educational 
programs in the community are as effective as those in this 
organization. This is an arts institution worth preserving and 
helping to grow. To ensure that, we’ve developed a strong 
succession plan so that Philip’s legacy will carry on into the 
future.”

Today, VocalEssence has become a McCarthy legacy of sorts, 
too: the parents have introduced its music to their three 
daughters and their children. And for Mike’s 65th birthday, 
Kay commissioned a work for him by composer Stephen 
Paulus, based on the Longfellow poem, “The Day Is Done,” 
performed by VocalEssence as a surprise for him.

Now there’s a perfect tribute to everything this couple has 
done to date. And to the next generation of VocalEssence 
supporters.

Donor Profile

Kay and Mike McCarthy’s lifelong commitment to choral music yields 
many new works — including a little bluegrass

Mike	&	Kay	McCarthy
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The first month that Dr. Susan Crockett moved to the Twin Cities from Syracuse, 
New York, twelve years ago, she found herself at Orchestra Hall where Garrison 
Keillor and Philip Brunelle were holding forth onstage. Call it a baptism by vocal 
and comedic affect. Together the two inimitable Minnesotans humorously 
prepped the audience for a sing-along of the “Hallelujah Chorus” — like a match 
and a flame conspiring for more oxygen — and a big explosive result.

“This ought to be interesting,” thought the new transplant to herself. To her 
astonishment and delight, the audience knew all of the words! “Moreover, 
everyone knew the musical parts. The musical expertise of that audience was 
astounding — and it was a lot of fun!”

Fast forward to the present. Since then, Dr. Crockett (or “Suzie” to her fellow 
VocalEssence Board Members where she has served for three years as Secretary 
of the Board and Chair of the Board Affairs Committee) has become a bona fide 
Minnesotan and a true champion of the VocalEssence mission.

Even though she carries a busy schedule as a Vice President and Senior 
Technology Officer at General Mills, she devotes much time and energy to this 
longtime Minnesota arts institution. She believes it serves as a beacon for choral 

music traditions — past, present and those yet to be created — not just in Minnesota but throughout 
the choral music world. “VocalEssence is an organization that inspires leadership; I think that’s why 
so many board members who serve the requisite three years take the obligatory year off and then 
want to come back on again!”

However, the VocalEssence program that consistently engages her at every level is the WITNESS 
program. WITNESS celebrates the musical contributions and compositions of African Americans, 
while building selfhood and leadership strength.

A Rare and Formidable Program Unlike Any in the Nation

The 22-year-old WITNESS program serves a variety of audiences: It combines public education 
and musical resources, plus commissioned works by contemporary African American composers, 
recordings, and an annual public concert. It is a rare and formidable program, “unlike anything in the 
nation,” notes Dr. Crockett. “It is producing leadership in areas where no one else is.”

“It is innovative and fills gaps that desperately need to be filled,” adds the VocalEssence supporter 
and perhaps the biggest champion of WITNESS. “It is so important to have artists from the African 
American community work in our schools — it expands our shared heritage as Americans, and is a 
vision that is truly inspired!”

Started by Brunelle, whom Crockett extols for his own brand of leadership and perseverance “that put 
Minneapolis on the choral map,” she says the program has grown over the years because of ongoing 
support from a board and staff that continue to raise awareness about funding needs. “It began with 
one artist in one school, and now we’ve reached more than 120,000 students. But we could do more.”

Crockett says if more people were exposed to any part of the WITNESS offerings, they would become 
donors and supporters instantly. Not one to do the talk without the walk, she has done her part to 
spread the word by organizing the WITNESS Community Luncheon that has been held at General 
Mills for the past three years. General Mills, a perfect location for this event, has been a leading 
supporter of WITNESS since its inception. “It is a joy for me to help share the message of WITNESS 
with the community,” said Dr. Crockett. “With each year I see the increasing positive impact of the 
program in our community.”

As to the future of WITNESS, the tireless board member and VocalEssence supporter is keenly 
positive and optimistic — provided the funding is there. “WITNESS is unique in inspiring national 
leadership, especially among African Americans. Its impact on African American youth has untold 
influences in ways that very few initiatives ever do,” she says. “WITNESS succeeds because it speaks 
to the heart, not just to the head.”

Donor Profile

Dr. Susan Crockett: A WITNESS to Leadership

Suzie	&	Richard	Crocket
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WITNESS: In the Spirit of 
Being brought composer, 
educator and jazz trumpeter 
Hannibal Lokumbe to the Twin 
Cities. The program not only 
connected people to the arts, it 
also challenged all who heard 
it to look internally to explore 
what their own legacy will be. 
The experience for many was 
both profound and deeply 
meaningful. 

• 97.7% of surveyed teachers rated their experience at the 
concert as good or excellent.

• 100% of survey respondents answered that they see 
cultural benefits for their students attending Ordway 
performances. 

• 96% of classroom teachers indicated that there was a 
good-to-excellent chance that they would participate in 
WITNESS or a similar VocalEssence program again in the 
future.

This type of experience is mostly out of reach for our 
students’ families and to come to a performance that 
speaks to their cultural background, as well as to their 
lives, in such a beautiful hall gives these kids a chance 
to see and form role models and dreams that they 
might not have considered before.”  
   — WITNESS Classroom Teacher

my legacy is plesentry im

trying to be the best of me

im something like a chef and

im cookin up a recipe 2 of the

main ingredients are honesty

integrity start takin life

serious because with life we

playin Jeopardy... this game is 

win or lose its time to wake 

up not hit the 

button labeled snooze hang

with a brighter crowd instead

of the average fools think

of legacy as construction and

in this piece inlies tools

your favorite tool is resp[ect]

don’t be afraid to

use you gotta give it to 

get it or yourself you

will lose if you don’t get

it by now im leaving you

mental clues on how to build

your legacy take the advice

when you choose

 Bars

This WITNESS program touched the very depth of our 
being and our soul. Thanks for offering the community 
such an engaging masterpiece.”  
   — Dr. Reatha Clark King

Untitled  
by	Shomari	Carter,	
WITNESS	School	
Program	Participant

WITNESS: In the Spirit of Being challenges audiences, 
students to explore what their legacy will be
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2011-2012 Season Highlights

•	 6	composers	
participate	in	
Essentially 
Choral	with	
composer-mentor	
Jerod Impich- 
chaachaaha’ Tate.

•	 Composer	
Hannibal Lokumbe	
leads	genealogy	
workshops	with	
Boys	Totem	Town,	
Ujamaa	Place,	
Gordon	Parks	
High	School,	and	
Hennepin	County	
Home	School.

•	 VocalEssence	
Ensemble	Singers	
and	seven	students	
from	TTAP	perform	
at	a	South High 
School	assembly.

•	 Música de 
México	concert	with	
special	guests	The 
Rose Ensemble	
and	the	University 
of St. Thomas 
Chamber Singers.

•	 VocalEssence	
Ensemble	Singers	
perform	The 
World Beloved: A 
Bluegrass Mass	
at	Central	Lutheran	
Church.

All of your favorite songs from 
the North Star Tour!

includes the Minnesota Medleys

Songs of Our Grandparents
The North Star Hit Parade

•	 VocalEssence	
releases	its	new	CD,	
From the Land of 
Sky Blue Waters.

•	 Celebrating	
her	20th	year	with	
VocalEssence,	
Associate	
Conductor	Sigrid 
Johnson	leads	a	
community	sing	for	
women’s	voices.

•	 Performance	of	
The Gift of Fire	
concert	at	Orchestra	
Hall	with	Jeffrey 
Biegel at	the	piano.

•	 VocalEssence	
Ensemble	Singers	
perform	at	the	
Minnesota State 
Fair.

•	 Talented 
Tenth Apprentice 
Program	(TTAP)	
students	begin	
rehearsals	with	
WITNESS	Teaching	
Artist	Ginger	
Commodore.

•	 More	than	500	
students	perform	
at	the	¡Cantaré! 
Community 
Concert	at	
Burnsville	
Performing	Arts	
Center.

•	 WITNESS: In 
the Spirit of Being	
public	concert	and	
four	Young	People’s	
Concerts	at	The	
Ordway.

•	 The	BRIT 
BASH	Gala	at	
the	Milwaukee	
Depot	on	May	5	
raises	more	than	
$100,000.

•	 Philip	Brunelle,	
pianist	Sanford 
Moore	and	Tonia 
Hughes	lead	an	
Osher	Lifelong	
Learning	Institute	
class	about	
WITNESS.

•	 Brits & Brass	
concert	with	
special	guests	
Copper Street 
Brass Quintet and	
composer	Tarik 
O’Regan.

•	 WITNESS 
Luncheon	at	
General	Mills	with	
the	Brooklyn	Center	
High	School	Choir	
and	speaker	Robin	
Hickman.	

•	 VocalEssence	
hosts	the	national	
Chorus America 
Conference	
in	downtown	
Minneapolis.	

•	 VocalEssence	
hosts	an	open	
chorus	rehearsal	
with	composer	
Hannibal 
Lokumbe.

•	 ¡Cantaré! 
composers	visit	
Minnesota	to	refine	
their	compositions	
with	six	local	
schools.

•	 VocalEssence	
Chorus	performs	at	
Classical	Minnesota	
Public	Radio’s	
Harmony in the 
Park	at	Minnehaha	
Falls.

•	 Philip	Brunelle	
receives	an	
Honorary Doctor 
of Humane Letters	
degree	from	the	
University	of	
Minnesota.

•	 Composers	
Michael 
Daugherty	and	
William Bolcom	
fly	to	Minnesota	for	
their	premieres.

•	 Composer	
Hannibal	Lokumbe	
speaks	at	the	
WITNESS Teacher 
Orientation 
Seminar.

•	 Ensemble	
Singers	begin	The 
North Star Tour	to	
Marshall,	Luverne	
and	Montevideo,	
MN.

•	 ¡Cantaré! 
composers	visit	
Minnesota	to	talk	
about	Mexican	
culture	with	six	
local	schools.

•	 The North Star 
Tour	continues	to	
Duluth,	St.	Cloud,	
and	St.	Paul.

•	 Philip 
Brunelle	leads	a	
community	sing	
of	choral	favorites	
at	Plymouth	
Congregational	
Church.	•	 Welcome 

Christmas 
Carol Contest	
winners	are	
announced:	James 
Kallembach	and	
Robert Sieving.

•	 VocalEssence	
performs	Welcome 
Christmas	
concerts	in	Edina,	
Minneapolis,	
Apple	Valley	and	
Stillwater.	

•	 Star of 
Wonder	concert	
for	children	of	all	
ages	at	Plymouth	
Congregational	
Church.	

•	 The	2012	
Welcome 
Christmas Carol 
Contest	instrument	
is	announced	—	
concert	flute.

July to December 2011

January to June 2012
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BRIT BASH 
Sponsors
	Carol	A.	Barnett
Warren	&	Donna	Beck
John	&	Sheila	Bjorklund
Judy	Blaseg	&	John	Engelen
Jerome	&	Linda	Carlson
Suzie	Crockett
Jack	&	Cathy	Farrell
Art	&	Martha	Kaemmer
N.	Judge	&	Reatha	Clark	King
Kay	&	Mike	McCarthy
Peter	&	Judy	Mitchelson
David	&	Linda	Mona
Doug	&	Jean	Parish
Kathryn	Roberts	&	Jim	Hiniker
Lee	Lynch	&	Terry	Saario
Debra	Sit	&	Peter	Berge

College of Arts and Sciences

Honorary Chairs  
Kay & Mike McCarthy

Dave Mona,  
Gala Chair Linda  
Mona and Philip 
Brunelle

BRIT BASH: Biennial Spring Gala nets more than $100,000 to 
support community engagement programs

Katherine B. Andersen Fund  
of The Saint Paul Foundation
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She was from Mexico. He was from Minnesota. But when Roma Calatayud met 
Tom Stocks at the University of Minnesota in 1983, it didn’t take long for the natives 
of two separate countries to become romantically linked and later married. You 
could write a song about it.

In fact, Roma, who is also a novelist, has written many songs in her lifetime, while 
her husband has been a longtime “hospitalist” — i.e. physician at Ridgeview 
Hospital in Waconia. Recently Roma’s historical novel, A Song in My Heart — 
complete with a musical CD of her own compositions — earned a Mom’s Choice 
Award in multimedia experiences and the 2012 Midwest Book Award in the Arts 
category. It’s a feat that belies her passion for music and the arts.

But the couple’s generous support of the VocalEssence program, ¡Cantaré! — 
in which contemporary Mexican composers come to Minnesota to develop 
and premier new works with students — have inspired them to become active 
members and fundraisers for the venerable VocalEssence. The program, husband 
and wife admit, serves many of the ideals they have believed in individually and 
together.

“¡Cantaré! is the finest of all art forms,” Tom says. “It lifts the human spirit and 
promotes understanding between different cultures. It’s something we both deeply 
care about, and for Roma, it clearly defines how she thinks about her own artistic 
mission.”

“I have always believed in honoring world cultures through music and the arts,” Roma explains. 
“Philip Brunelle, who created the ¡Cantaré! program in 2009, has done something very unique 
that’s never been done before in Minnesota, which now thousands of people have fortunately 
experienced — making the musical traditions of Mexico stand out to Minnesotans and engaging the 
Latino population that lives here as well. It is a remarkable accomplishment that we are happy to be 
a part of, and we hope that more people — especially people from the broader Latino community — 
will become ardent supporters, too!”

Introduced to ¡Cantaré! by the Mexican Consulate

Roma came to know the program through Ana Luisa Fajer Flores of the Mexican Consulate in St. Paul 
and Uri Camarena who invited her to be on the ¡Cantaré! Advisory Committee.

“One of the many things I have always loved about Minnesota is that it is such a rich place for the 
arts,” the writer-composer says. “But ¡Cantaré! is an exceptional arts program that needs continuing 
support. It is the right thing to do, given the fact that one in every four children born now in this 
country is Latino, most with roots in Mexico. Here is a program that speaks directly to them and 
helps non-Latinos connect to Mexican culture in a very positive way.”

Tom, reared on 1960s rock culture, wholeheartedly agrees. “Choral music for many people is 
sometimes an unknown quantity, but it’s a whole other world of music that I think many would enjoy 
and find inspiring, especially with what happens in the ¡Cantaré! program. You just have to educate 
people about it and that happens by being involved in the program, from attending the concerts to 
making a donation and volunteering your time.”

The Stocks have certainly lived up to the challenge since they attended their first ¡Cantaré! concert in 
2010 — which coincidentally featured students from Tom’s old high school, Washburn. Of late, Roma 
has been involved in the auction part of the gala fundraising events and continues to seek out new 
ways to raise more support for the ¡Cantaré!, especially among her fellow Minnesotan-Latinos.

Despite devoting time to her own artistic growth, her songwriting and prose work, she has made time 
to make ¡Cantaré! a priority in their busy lives. It has paid back numerous joys and benefits. “It is my 
goal to have more people from the Latino community here in Minnesota discover how wonderful 
this program is for students, teachers, composers, and families alike.” 

Roma	Calatayud	&	Tom	Stocks

Donor Profile

Roma Calatayud & Tom Stocks: A Song in Their Heart
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In the 2011-2012 season, ¡Cantaré! composers Rodrigo 
Cadet and Jorge Cózatl worked with six local schools. Our 
evaluations found that students had a positive experience 
working with the composers, learning about Mexican culture 
as well as building their skills and knowledge in music. 

• Teachers all reported the program did well at increasing 
awareness of Mexican culture among students. Students 
who were surveyed agreed, with nearly eight in ten 
elementary students saying they know more about Mexico 
now and nine in ten high school students reporting they 
know more about Mexican culture now. 

• In the teacher focus group, participants agreed that 
“Experiencing Latino culture through music” is one of the 
“best things” about the program.

• Nearly all students, both elementary and high school, 
reported in the survey that they enjoyed the performance.

• Audience members who completed a survey were nearly 
unanimous in agreeing that the concert helped them 
understand more about music in Mexico and helped them 
understand more about the culture of Mexico.

Community Engagement

2011-2012 ¡Cantaré! program has profound impact on 
Minnesota schools, students

Working with your wonderful choir was a life changing experience that I will 
always keep near my heart. I can’t explain with words the joy I felt when I 
heard my music come to life in the voices and the hands of such wonderful 
singers and musicians.” — Rodrigo Cadet, 2011-2012 ¡Cantaré! Composer

Thank you so much for the wonderful gifts you’ve 
given us. I say gifts because you have given us 
great advice, a wonderful song, and unforgettable 
memories. I think I speak for the entire choir 
when I say it all has been incredible, and Pasar 
la Vida has become one of our favorite pieces. 
Thank you!” — Chad Berg, University of St. Thomas 
Chamber Choir

Jorge	Cózatl Rodrigo	Cadet
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2011-2012 Volunteer Honor Roll

In 2011-2012 there were 337 active volunteers supporting VocalEssence activities. Volunteers and volunteer singers served a 
total of 13,223 hours.

Independent Sector, a nonprofit organization, estimates the value of volunteer time to be $21.79 per hour, putting the total 
value of our volunteer time at $288,129.17.

 
Dan	Adolphson
Steve	Aggergaard*
Jonatan	Agnarsson
Amanda	Allen*
Yazaan	Almaani
AnnaLisa	Anderson*
Barbara	Anderson*
Christian	Anderson
Gary	Anderson
John	Anderson
Marilyn	Anderson
Mary	Anderson
Rolan	Anderson
Mattie	Armstrong
Maureen	Armstrong
Max	Athorn*
Kevin	L.	Bailey*
Angela	Barberg
Mary	Baremore*
Jo	Michelle	Beld*
Nancy	Benz
Scott	Benz
Scott	Berger*
George	Berglund
Shannon	Berns*
Corey	Bianco
Anne-Marie	Black*
Steven	Blank*
Cameron	Boman*
Kevin	Borgendale*
Judith	Boylan
Lilli	Branitzki
Dana	Brinton*
Jessica	Brooks*
Mary	Brown
Tracy	Brozek
Carolyn	Brunelle
Rick	Buchholz
Steve	Burger*
Logan	Burnside
Mary	Burns-Klinger
Brenda	Bush
Roma	Calatayud-Stocks
Uri	Camarena
Phyllis	Cambell
Patricia	Cameron
Patty	Campbell*
Deborah	Carbaugh
Andrew	Carpenter
Mary	Lou	Carpenter
Rick	Cedergren*
Anna	Christofaro
Lloyd	Clausen*
Ann	Marie	Coddington
John	Colby
Ann	Cole
Jack	Cole
David	Colwell
Joan	Colwell
Frank	Connolly
Meg	Connolly
Patricia	Connors
Sharon	Coombs
Kevin	Corcoran
Bobbi	Cordano
Bonnie	Cox
Jim	Cox
Deric	W.	Craig*
Stephanie	Daily
Neha	Damle
Sukhada	Deodhar
Michelle	Dettmann
Jessica	Drake

Judy	Drobeck*
Anders	Eckman*
Kaitlin	Ehret
B.J.	Elenbaas
Daniel	Ellis
Kaia	Ellis
Kevin	Ellis
Ann	Erickson
Karen	Esbjornson*
Steven	Faulhaber
Bruce	Feld
Dan	Fernelius
Sarah	Fincham*
Stefanie	Fiser
Elizabeth	M.	Foss*
Elwyn	A.	Fraser	Jr.
Jennifer	French*
Ryan	French*
Kristin	Fuemmeler*
Joanna	Rinn	Fulton*
Rebecca	Gaunt*
Yves	Gauthier
Andrew	Gaylord*
Haley	Gibbons*
Debora	Gilson
Joshua	Gitelson*
Anne	K.	Gleeman*
Jeanette	Goss*
Susan	Govern
Jean	Grams
Leola	Greene
Yvonne	Grover*
Angela	Grundstad*
Kristina	M.	Guiffre*
Autumn	Gurgel*
Donna	Hackler
Mark	Andrew	Hammond*
Whitney	Hanson*
Catherine	Harrington
Dee	Hein*
Claire	Heinrichs
Robin	J.	Helgen*
Robert	Hemphill
John	R.	Henrich*
Sarah	Henrich
Melissa	Hernandez
Lourdes	Hernandez-Cotter
Elfrieda	Hintze
Art	Hogenson
Donna	Hogenson
Ede	Holmen
Nick	Holtan
Pat	Hoyt
Steve	Hughes*
Madeline	Huss
Stephanie	Huss*
Timothy	Huttner*
Katie	Huys
Amanda	Inhofer*
Ross	Janke
Kirkja	Janson*
MaryEllen	Jaspers
Elizabeth	Jefferson*
Paul	Jeyaraj
Hannah	Johnson
Jerry	Johnson*
Karne	Johnson
Mary	Johnson
Sharanya	Johnson*
Suzy	Johnson
Karen	Jollie
Rucha	Joshi
Andrew	Kane*

Wendy	Kaufmann
Charles	Kemper*
Curtis	Kettler*
Jan	Kilton*
Stacey	Kilton*
Jennifer	Kisner*
Lynne	Kitto
John	Klockeman
Mary	Klockeman
Michael	Knoll*
Kartra	Kohl*
Beth	Kosen	-	Judnick
Eleanor	Kowalczyk
Alanna	Kucera
Benjamin	Kucera*
Anna	Kulichenko
Tricia	Landers
Don	Lange
Elaine	&	Don	Lange
Jeffrey	Lantto
Marcia	Lantto
Heidi	Larson*
Gina	Lasher
Michael	Lasher
Craig	Lassig
Amy	Lee	Harrington
Nikki	Lewis
Katherine	Lewiston
Sheri	Lieffring*
Brian	Link*
Marita	Link*
Mariel	Lisud
Janelle	Loeks
Hannah	Longley*
Mike	Lori
Philip	Lowry*
Patricia	Lull
Barbara	Lundervold
Mindy	Macy
Beatrice	Magee
Ben	Manning
Carolina	Marañon
Curt	Martinson
Jody	Martinson
Kent	Matson
Nicholas	Mattsson*
Cristin	McCormick
Ned	McCraine
Heather	McDougall*
Brad	McNaught
Anna	Meek*
Robert	Metzger*
Brock	Metzger*
Karla	Miller
Sally	Miller
Carolyn	J.	Mitchell*
Rebecca	Modert*
Andrew	Morgan
Cynthia	Mortensen*
Kristi	Mueller*
Merilu	Narum*
Jeff	Nelson
Jill	Nelson
Laura	J.	Nelson*
Sarah	Jane	Nichols*
Raymond	Noble*
Betsy	Nolan
Bev	Norris
Donald	Norris
Jonathan	Nye
Lois	Nyman
Richard	O’Connor
Jamie	Ohrt*

Milo	Oien-Rochat*
Stacie	O’Leary
David	Olson*
Nathan	Olson*
Clara	Osowski*
Joe	Osowski
Mary	Palazzolo-Rudquist*
Krista	J.	Palmquist*
Elizabeth	Pauly
William	Pederson*
Christina	Pederson*
Dan	Pederson
Eric	Pederson
Stephen	Peterman*
Brenna	Pham*
Curt	Phelps
Jonathan	Pinkerton*
Brandee	Polson*
Rebecca	Poppke*
Jill	Pravatiner
Liz	Pritchard
Julia	A.	Pruden*
Jim	Ramlet*
Veronica	Ramos
Edna	Rask	Erickson
Jordan	Ray*
Emily	Richter
Gary	Richter
Marcia	Richter
Charles	Rick
Laura	Robinson
Andrea	Roeger*
Brent	Roeger
Joshua	Rohde
Alexandra	Roisen
Barbara	Ruhl
Brian	D.	Ruhl*
Jake	Runestad*
Margaret	Sabin*
Matt	Sabin
Jorge	L.	Salvatierra*
Coral	Sampson*
Ann	M.	Sather*
Carolyn	Sayers
Brian	Schewe
Martha	Schmidt
Dennis	Schneekloth
Linda	Schneekloth
Sandra	Schoenecker*
Diane	Schroeder*
Ann	L.	Schrooten*
David	Schwarz
Connie	Scott
Mari	M.	Scott*
Mary	Scott
Mike	Scott
Megan	Selvig
Sandra	Shallcross*
Jan	Sigmund
JoAnne	Sisco
Kristin	Skaar
Karly	R.	Slivik*
William	B.	Smale*
Marcelyn	Smale
Allegra	Smisek*
Robert	C.	Smith*
Bryan	Oliver	Smith*
Clarance	Smith
Karen	Snyder
Randy	Snyder*
Daniel	V.	Sola*
Barbara	Souther
Margo	Stedman

Arturo	Steely
LeAnn	Stein*
Mike	Stone
Mary	Suemnick
Molly	Sutherland
Christi	Sutphen
Michele	Swanson
JoAnna	Swantek*
Kristin	Swedlund*
Rabindra	Tambyraja*
Susan	Tarnowski
Pat	Teiken
Heidi	Telschow
Josiah	Telschow*
Jennifer	Thomas
Christopher	Thompson*
Jean	Thompson*
Reilly	Tillman
Matthew	Tollefsrud*
Jane	Torkelson
Larry	Torkelson
Ruth	Torkelson*
Richard	Tow
Kate	Trigger
Kathy	Tunseth
Tor	Tuseth*
Andrew	Twiton
Sam	Tygiel
John	Van	Bogart
Jennifer	Vickerman*
Marie	Von	Behren
Julia	Wallace
Jennifer	E.	Wallis*
Paul	Weller
Dorene	Wernke
Karen	Wilkerson*
Sharon	Williams*
Michael	Winikoff*
Amy	Wong
Elizabeth	Wong
Richard	Yates
Allison	Zenke*
Christian	Zepeda
Daniel	Zillmann
Amy	Zimmerman

*Designates VocalEssence 
Singer
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2011-2012 Contributor Circle
VocalEssence gratefully acknowledges all those who made gifts between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012.

ENSEMBLE CLUB

Gifts of $25,000 & more
Bush	Foundation
Curtis	L.	Carlson	Family	Foundation
General	Mills	Foundation	±
Louise	Heffelfinger
Jerome	Foundation
Joyce	Foundation
Katherine	B.	Andersen	Fund	of	The	Saint	

Paul	Foundation
Kay	&	Mike	McCarthy
The	McKnight	Foundation	±
Minnesota	Monthly	+
Minnesota	State	Arts	Board
National	Endowment	for	the	Arts
Target	Foundation

Gifts of $10,000-$24,999
The	Aaron	Copland	Fund	for	Music,	Inc.
Warren	&	Donna	Beck
Philip	&	Carolyn	Brunelle
Jerome	&	Linda	Carlson
City	of	Saint	Paul	Cultural	STAR
Charles	M.	Denny,	Jr.	&	Carol	E.	Denny*	
Fund	of	The	Minneapolis	Foundation

Ryan	&	Jenny	French
Art	&	Martha	Kaemmer	Fund	of	HRK	
Foundation

Land	O’Lakes	Foundation
MAHADH	Fund	of	HRK	Foundation
The	Medtronic	Foundation
The	Minneapolis	Foundation	±
Judy	&	Peter	Mitchelson
Sit	Investment	Associates	Inc.
The	Wallin	Foundation
Xcel	Energy

Gifts of $5,000-$9,999
3M	Foundation
John	&	Sheila	Bjorklund
Clear	Hearing
Dr.	Susan	&	Dick	Crockett
Cy	&	Paula	DeCosse	Fund	of	The	

Minneapolis	Foundation
Ecolab	Foundation
Jamie	Flaws
Robert	&	Katherine	Goodale
Jack	&	Linda	Hoeschler	Fund	of	The	

Saint	Paul	Foundation
The	Hubbard	Broadcasting	Foundation
Doug	&	Mary	Jones
Lucy	R.	Jones
Walt	McCarthy	&	Clara	Ueland
Alvin	&	Mary	McQuinn
Glen	&	Marilyn	Carlson	Nelson
Philip	&	Katherine	Nason	Fund	of	The	

Saint	Paul	Foundation
Piper	Family	Fund	of	The	Minneapolis	

Foundation
Piper	Jaffray	&	Co.	±
George	Reid
Leland	T.	Lynch	&	Terry	Saario	Fund	of	

The	Minneapolis	Foundation
Debra	Sit	&	Peter	Berge
Travelers	Foundation
Unisys	+
University	of	St.	Thomas	College	of	Arts	

&	Sciences
Wells	Fargo	Minnesota
Wenger	Foundation
Mike	&	Donna	Wolsted

Gifts of $2,500-$4,999
Augsburg	College
Carol	A.	Barnett
Best	Buy	Children’s	Foundation
Classical	Movements,	Inc.
Consulado	de	México	en	Saint	Paul	+

Delta	Air	Lines,	Inc.	+
Matthew	Entenza	&	Lois	Quam
ExxonMobil	Foundation	±
John	&	Cathy	Farrell
Felhaber	Larson	Fenlon	&	Vogt	+
Ann	&	Gordon	Getty	Foundation
Hellervik	Fund	of	The	Saint	Paul	

Foundation
N.	Judge	&	Reatha	Clark	King	Family	

Fund	of	The	Minneapolis	Foundation
Robert	Lee	&	Mary	Schaffner
Ronald	&	Nicolai	Lewis
The	Mauriel	Family	Foundation
David	&	Linda	Mona
Terry	G.	&	Kristen	H.	O’Brien
Doug	&	Jean	Parish
Douglas	&	Mary	Platt
Mary	Ann	Pulk
R	C	Lilly	Foundation
Kathryn	Roberts	&	Jim	Hiniker
Hervé	&	Jennifer	Sarteau
Peter	Spink
Thomson	Reuters	±
Weber	Shandwick
Alan	&	Dorene	Wernke
Kent	&	Missy	Wilson

Gifts of $1,000-$2,499
Albrecht	Family	Foundation
Alice	M.	O’Brien	Foundation
Archie	D.	&	Bertha	H.	Walker	

Foundation	±
Nancy	Azzam
Baker	Associates	+
Ann	Barkelew	&	Jim	O’Hagan
Madeline	Betsch
Goeta	Goetz	Bird
Judy	Blaseg	&	John	Engelen
Will	&	Margee	Bracken
Elise	G.	Brunelle	&	Jeremy	Greeff
Russ	Bursch	&	Lee	Mauk
John	&	Sonia	Cairns
Uri	&	Melissa	Camarena
Kenneth	&	Karen	Charles
Jack	&	Ann	Cole
Katryn	Conlin
Frank	&	Meg	Connolly
Dave	Durenberger	&	Susan	Foote
Stephen	Eckman
Milt	&	Jana	Edgren
Elmer	L.	&	Eleanor	J.	Andersen	

Foundation
David	&	Margene	Fox
Jim	Gearen	&	Mary	Beidler
David	&	Mim	Hanson
Dennis	&	Jan	Himan
Walter	&	Judith	Hinck
Bill	Hodder
The	Hognander	Foundation	&	Joe	

Hognander
Joe	&	Nancy	Holmberg
Robert	S.	&	Patricia	A.	Hoyt
Karen	&	Charles	Humphrey
Thomas	Hunt	&	John	Wheelihan
Jerry	Johnson
Hubert	&	Nathalie	Joly
Libby	Larsen	&	James	Reece
Don	&	Joann	Leavenworth
Philip	&	Madeleine	Lowry
Judy	Lund
Robert	&	Polly	McCrea
Joyce	&	Richard	McFarland	Fund	of		

The	Minneapolis	Foundation
Joseph	&	Jane	Micallef
Alfred	P.	&	Ann	M.	Moore
Betty	Myers
David	&	Judy	Myers
Fran	&	Patti	Neir
John	Nuechterlein
Dr.	&	Mrs.	Ahmad	Orandi

David	&	Valerie	Pace
Joan	B.	Parsons
Richard	&	Jeanne	Patterson
Peravid	Foundation
Paul	&	Virginia	Pfeiffer
Karen	&	Donald	Powers
Paul	&	Abigail	Pribbenow
RBC	Wealth	Management
Jeff	&	Susie	Rissman
Michael	&	Laura	Robinson
John	&	Lois	Rogers
Bill	&	Peggy	Roush
Bill	&	Susan	Sands
Gale	Sharpe
Don	Shelby
Craig	&	Mariana	Shulstad
Arturo	Steely
Cherie	Stofer
Dick	&	Elaine	Swanson	+
Richard	T.	Thomson
Thrivent	Financial	for	Lutherans	±
Lynn	&	Carol	Truesdell
Karen	Owen	Tuzcu
Ben	&	Deb	Vander	Kooi
Jenny	Wade
Elaine	B.	Walker
David	&	Nancy	Whitney
Dr.	Preston	&	Sharon	Williams
Angus	&	Margaret	Wurtele

Gifts of $500-$999
David	&	JoAnne	Alkire
Ameriprise	Financial	±
Ernie	&	Marcy	Andberg
Quentin	&	Mary	Anderson
Soile	Anderson	&	Byron	Egeland
Woody	&	Cynthia	Andrews
Ron	&	Joyce	Beauchane
Jo	Beld	&	Tim	Delmont
Norlin	&	Carol	Boyum
Tim	&	Eileen	Bradley
Thomas	&	Barbara	Brown
Paul	&	Jane	Brunelle
David	&	Ann	Buran
Steve	&	Karen	Burger
Thomas	&	Nicky	Carpenter
Cathedral	of	Saint	Paul
Bruce	&	Ann	Christensen
Douglas	&	Doreen	Cody
John	&	Joan	Colwell
Kip	&	Kathy	Colwell
Deric	Craig
Jon	Cranney	&	Katherine	Ferrand
Kathy	&	Charles	Cunningham
Dan	Dressen	&	Elizabeth	Comeaux
Steve	&	Judy	Drobeck
Ross	&	Michelle	Rolfs	Dunbar
Reg	&	Janet	Dupre
Linda	Eckman
Rob	&	Kris	Edmonds
Kent	&	Katherine	Eklund
Jack	&	Terry	Forsythe
Gayle	Fuguitt	&	Thomas	Veitch
Paul	&	Mona	Gerike
Jane	Dayton	Hall
Charles	&	Margarette	Hann
Trevor	&	Maureen	Haworth
H.	Thomas	&	Mary	Heller
David	O.	&	Kristine	Henderson
John	&	Ruth	Huss
Robert	&	Sigrid	Johnson
Bill	&	Suzanne	Joyce
Jan	&	Tom	Kilton
Chuck	&	Jill	Koosmann
Mark	&	Susan	Larson
Charlie	&	Anne	Leck
Gunilla	Marcus	Luboff
Ben	Manning
Franck	Marret
Hubert	&	Midge	McCloy

Mary	Bigelow	McMillan
Brock	Metzger
Michael	&	Jodi	Mooney
Patty	&	David	Murphy	Family	Fund	of	

The	Minneapolis	Foundation
David	&	Karen	Nasby
Susan	Nicol
Bruce	&	Diane	Nimmer
Paul	Olson	&	Mark	Baumgartner
Alan	Onberg
Marston	Ronald	Opel	&	Karen	Newstrom
George	&	Sally	Pillsbury
Scott	Plummer
James	&	Susan	Ramlet
Raymond	&	Leola	Schreurs
Fred	&	Gloria	Sewell
Sue	Shepard	&	Don	Helgeson
William	&	Marcelyn	Smale
Ruth	Spiegel	&	Brad	McNaught
LeAnn	Stein	&	Jack	Stamp
Roma	Calatayud-Stocks	&	Thomas	

Stocks
Evelyn	T.	Struthers
Frank	Stubbs	&	Tom	Lee
David	&	Kristen	Feste	Taylor
Bill	&	Bryce	TenBroek
Debra	Teske
John	H.	Sandbo	&	D.	Jean	Thomson
Parker	&	Albert	Trostel
Gedney	&	Emily	Anne	Tuttle
Katrina	Vander	Kooi	+
Sarah	Weimar
Wilson	&	Gayle	Graham	Yates
Zelle	Hofmann	Voelbel	&	Mason	LLP
Phil	&	Susan	Zietlow

CHORUS CLUB

Gifts of $250-$499
Anonymous
Steve	Aggergaard	&	Lana	Rosario
Meredith	B.	Alden
Christian	&	Barbara	Anderson
Paul	&	Dianna	Babcock
Baillon	Family	Foundation,	Inc.
Bruce	W.	&	Paula	M.	Becker
Carol	&	Jeff	Belz
John	&	Judith	Benton
E.	Michael	&	Ann	Birt
Sven	&	Loucinda	Bjorklund
Steve	Blank
James	Bohn	&	Linda	Zelig
Penny	Bond	&	Chuck	Grimsrud
Kevin	J.	Borgendale
Pat	&	John	Brazil
Christopher	Brunelle	&	Serena	Zabin
Dorene	J.	Bruns
Arland	&	Sharon	Brusven
Marilyn	Bryant
Dorothea	Burns
Norman	R.	&	Janet	Carpenter
Camille	Carteng
Rick	&	Sarah	Cedergren
Tom	&	Phyllis	Colwell
Tom	&	Ellie	Crosby	Jr.
Amanda	Damico
Bill	&	Ruth	Davini
Ernest	&	Mary	Dorn
Len	&	Susan	Druskin
Jerry	&	Kathleen	Erickson
Ramon*	&	Hope	Esparolini
Caron	&	Floyd	Farmer
Leslie	Flaws
Gerald	Foley
Emily	Galusha	&	Don	McNeil
John	Geelan	&	Megan	Feeney
Susan	&	Tom	Handley
Tor	&	Sunny	Hansen
Gordon*	&	Winifred	Hed

± Includes Matching Gift Contributions   + Includes In-Kind Donations   * In Remembrance
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Gerry	&	Mary	Ann	Herringer
Jeffrey	Hess
Phil	&	Laura	Holst
Doug	&	Kerry	Hoverson,	Saint	Thomas	

Academy
Bill	Hueg	&	Hella	Mears
Image	Spigot
Scott	Berry	&	Kate	Johnson
Michael	&	Bonnie	Jorgensen
Harold	(Buck)	Joseph
Dave	&	Monica	Kansas
Karen	Lovgren	Kennedy
Michael	Knoll
Glenn	&	Kartra	Kohl
Becky	Lai
Tricia	Landers
Mark	Landreville
Loren	&	Terence	Langan
Edward	&	Patricia	Lindell
Paul	Lohman
Steve	Lund
Tom	&	Margie	Lundberg
John	&	Caroline	MacWherter
Anita	Makar
Ray	&	Elsie	Martin
Jim	&	Sally	Martineau
Jan	Mattox
Jan	McDaniel	&	Tom	Cummings
Malcolm	&	Patricia	McDonald
Rose	McGee
H.	G.	McNeely	Jr.
Kimberly	D.	Meisten
Larry	Montan
Michael	&	Rosanne	Monten
Mike	Moore
Rick	&	Val	Moore
Jonathan	&	Martha	Morgan
Nick	Nash	&	Karen	Lundholm
Lowell	&	Sonja	Noteboom
David	O’Fallon
Patrick	O’Leary
Robert	&	Dorothy	Ollmann
Stephen	&	Patty	Paulus
Joan	Dunbar-Plauda*	&	Owen	Plauda
Jackie	Prince
Curtis	&	Shirley	Ramlet
Lisa	Reed
Gary	&	Pam	Reierson
Arnold	&	Lois	Rholl
Mark	&	Becky	Roloff
Sue	Schacht
Dick	&	Kit	Schmoker
Bob	Schroeder	&	Karen	Brooks
Paul	&	Camille	Schroeder
Jan	&	James	Schueppert
Ann	Perry	Slosser
Bryan	Smith
David	&	Ann	Smith
Glenda	&	Richard	Struthers
Susan	Stuart	&	David	Nelson
Richard	&	Vivian	Stuck
Jean	&	Joe	Thompson
Thomas	&	Janine	Trutna
Jennifer	Vickerman
George	&	Gloria	Wallace
Deacon	&	Jenny	Warner
Paul	&	Elissa	Weller
John	Westrom
John	&	Sylvia	Winkelman
RADM	&	Mrs.	Ray	C.	Witter
Zabin	Charitable	Fund	at	the	Boston	

Foundation

Gifts of $100-$249
Kristine	&	Tor	Aasheim
Mary	Adair	&	Gerald	Jorgenson
Richard	&	Jane	Allen
William	&	Suzanne	Ammerman
Joyce	L.	Anderson
Richard	O.	Anderson,	MD
Rolan	&	Muriel	Anderson
Anton	E.	Armstrong,	D.M.A.
Kay	&	Ron	Bach
Roy	&	Lois	Bahnson
Kevin	L.	Bailey

Derrick	Banks
Mary	Baremore	&	Roberta	Cordano
Susan	Barnes
Michael	Barone
Charles	Baxter
Don	&	Anne	Bice
Steven	&	Pam	Bjoraker
Blue	Cross	Blue	Shield	±
Mary	Bowman
Carol	Brandenburg
Lucile	Adams	Brink
Dana	&	Patrick	Brinton
Tim	Brunelle
Robert	&	Bridget	Burke
Annabelle	Bush
Peter	Butler
Carol	Byrne
Mary	Lou	Judd	Carpenter
Judith	A.	Christensen
Heather	&	Trevor	Cmiel
David	&	Wendy	Coggins
Rusty	&	Burt	Cohen
Malia	&	Bryan	Cole
Cinda	Collins
David	Colwell
Marcus	&	Joan	Cox
Ted	&	Carol	Cushmore
Tucker	&	Carolyn	Dahl
Betty	Jane	Dahlberg
Richard	&	Nancy	Dana
Claudia	Dengler	&	Alan	Saltzman
Jolanda	Dranchak
Margaret	E.	Durham
Anonymous
Ralph	&	Debbie	Estes
Marion	Etzwiler	&	John	Shepherd*
Norma	Jean	Falink
Brian	&	Ann	Farrell
Brendan	Foote
Gloria	Freeman
Steve	&	Judy	Fuemmeler
The	Futures	Company
Sara	&	Erin	Gavin
Doug	&	Gretchen	Gildner
Ray	&	Marcia	Giske
Michael	Glasgow
Lauretta*	&	Jere	Graetz
Kathleen	Grammer
Bruce	&	Jean	Grussing
Kristina	Guiffre
Jim	&	Kathleen	Haase
Jim	&	Elaine	Halls
Elinor	Hands
Whitney	&	Gary	Hanson
Ann	&	Nils	Hasselmo
John	&	Constance	Henderson
John	&	Sarah	Henrich
James	&	LaVonne	Herbert
Francine	M.	Hitchcock
Barbara	Hoese
John	&	Marna	Holman
Susan	Holmen
Pat	Hoven
Bill	&	Julie	Howard
Dr.	Gordon	&	Nita	Howell
Penny	Hunt
Thelma	Hunter
Mark	Johnson
Sharanya	Johnson
Sharon	A.	Johnson
Ted	&	Amy	Johnson
Lee	Johnston
Vivian	&	Mary	Jones
Herb	&	Erika	Kahler
Mary	H.	Kaul
Margaret	V.	&	E.	Robert	Kinney
Anthony	Kiorpes	&	Farrel	Rich
Natalia	Kojanova	&	Igor	Kozhanov
Paul	&	Barbara	Laederach
Richard	Langer
Bob	&	Janet	Leick
Diana	J.	Leland
Robert	&	Joan	Levine
Ronald	Lezama	&	Meg	Rustad
Melanie	Lien

Betty	Jeanne	Lillehei
Philip	&	Sharon	Lindau
Jan	&	Charlie	Lloyd
J.	Thomas	&	Helen	Lockhart
Hannibal	Lokumbe
Elizabeth	Lori
Sarah	Lutman	&	Robert	Rudolph
Abdulla	&	Tahera	Mamdani
Ann	Manning*
Jim	&	Meg	Mannix
Betty	&	Boyd	Mast
Rand	Mattsson
Jack	&	Cindy	Mayeron
Steve	&	Lucy	Brown	Minn
Elaine	Mitchell*
David	E.	&	Mary	Jo	Monson
Elizabeth	Murray
Karla	&	Peter	Myers
Franci	&	Pete	Nelson
Donald	&	Gerda	Nightingale
Milo	Oien-Rochat
Marri	M.	Oskam
William	&	Suzanne	Payne
Marian	Peck
Bill	Pederson
Bill	&	Carolyn	Penny
Larry	Pogemiller
Sarah	Pritchard
Lois	Rand
Scott	&	Joanne	Reinertson
Sharon	&	Chuck	Ritchie
Jeannine	Rivet
Keith	Rodli	&	Katharine	Grant
Bob	Ross
Brian	D.	&	Barbara	Ruhl
David	&	Patricia	Runkle
Coral	Sampson
Earl	S.	&	Barbara	Flanagan	Sanford		

Fund	of	The	Minneapolis	Foundation
Barney*	&	Patty	Saunders
Stephen	&	Sharli	Schaitberger
Vikki	Schroeder
Ann	Schrooten	&	Dawn	Wieczorek
Mari	&	Michael	Scott
Joyce	Sharp
Leon	O.	Shaw
Richard	&	Ella	Slade
Bryan	&	Jennie	Smith
Robert	C.	Smith
Susan	Smoluchowski
Carol	Christine	Southward
Brent	Stahl
Patricia	Starks-Faggétt
Judy	Orr	Stinson
John	&	Marcia	Stout
Alice	Strobel
Wayne	&	Judith	Swisher
Judy	Takkunen
Paul	Rexford	Thatcher	Sr.
Larry	&	Jane	Torkelson
Marcia	Townley
US	Bancorp
Helen	Ver	Hoeven
Charles	Vogel	&	Jane	Ladky
Clifton	&	Bettye	Ware
David	&	Ruth	Waterbury
Ted	&	Nancy	Weyerhaeuser
Gary	&	Karen	Wilkerson

Gifts up to $99
Anonymous
Jones	Adkins	&	Julie	Brown
Amanda	Allen
AnnaLisa	Anderson
Linda	Aronson
Max	Athorn
Carol	Baker
Carol	Barnett	&	John	Tartaglia
William	&	Frances	Belford
Jeanne	Bengston
Vera	Benzel
Roy	&	Nadine	Berg
Scott	Berger
Shannon	Berns
Gordon	&	Beth	Bird

Richard	&	Kris	Bjorklund
Anne-Marie	&	Bryan	Black
David	&	Diane	Blake
Lynn	Bowe	&	Charles	Kuivinen
Terry	Burford
Bob	&	Beth	Burns
Patty	Campbell
Dick	&	Marcia	Carthaus
Larry	Christiansen
David	&	Joan	Ciminski
Richard	W.	&	Jean	Illsley	Clarke
Marion	Colliander
Mark	&	Geralyn	Conty
Susan	G.	Crawford
Joe	&	Roxanne	Cruz
Judith	Daniel
Kari	E.	Davis
Anders	Eckman
Jonathan	Eisenberg
Duane	&	Marlene	Engstrom
Karen	Esbjornson
Geneva	S.	Eschweiler
Margaret	Fahlman
Rudolph	&	Cyrena	Faller
Katherine	Fennelly
Mark	&	Sarah	Fincham
Elizabeth	Foss
Elwyn	Alexander	Fraser	Junior
Kristin	Fuemmeler
Andrew	Gaylord
Haley	Gibbons
Joshua	Gitelson
Annie	Gleeman
Edward	&	Karen	Gleeman
Jim	&	Susan	Goes
Charles	Gray
Robert	&	Amy	Griffin
Elaine	Grittner
Yvonne	Grover
Angela	Grundstad
Mike	&	Jane	Hagedorn
Delaine	&	Laurie	Halberg
Mary	Hammill
Mark	Hammond
Janet	Hanafin
Dennis	Hauck
Dee	&	Wilfried	Hein
John	&	Robin	Helgen
Jillian	Hiscock
Steve	Hughes
Stephanie	Huss
Timothy	Huttner
IBM	Corporation	±
Mandy	Inhofer
Kirkja	Janson
James	P.	Johnson
Josie	R.	Johnson
James,	Luiza	&	Otto	Kallembach
Andrew	Kane
Holly	Kellar
Charles	&	Kristin	Kemper
Joanne	Kendall
Curtis	Kettler
Jenny	Kisner
David	&	Mary	Beth	Koehler
Laura	Krider
Ben	&	Alanna	Kucera
Anonymous
Heidi	Larson
Theodore	&	Kathryn	Lee
Elaine	Leonard
Sheri	Lieffring
Marita	&	Brian	Link
Rick	&	Sara	Long
Hannah	Longley
Charles	&	Hertha	Lutz
Char	&	Paul	Mason
Nicholas	Mattsson
Heather	McDougall	&	David	Haukaas
Bob	Metzger
Joseph	&	Joy	Michel
Karla	Miller
Marion	Dwyer	Miller
Carolyn	J.	Mitchell
Rebecca	&	Keith	Modert
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Cynthia	Mortensen
Earl	&	Lois*	Mosiman
Jim	&	Merilu	Narum
Penny	Needham
Deborah	Nelson
Laura	J.	Nelson
Nathan	Nerland
Jeremy	&	Sarah	Nichols
Raymond	Noble
Steve	Odland
Jamie	Ohrt
David	Olson
Nathan	Olson
Mary	Palazzolo-Rudquist
Krista	Palmquist	&	Nathan	Allen
Katherine	Panciera
Warren	Park
John	Paulson	&	Coreen	Nordling
Jane	Pedelty
Dan	Pederson
Eric	&	Christina	Pederson
Nicholas	Peter
Brenna	Pham
Alexandra	Phoenix
Jonathan	Pinkerton	&	Julia	Rice
Brandee	Polson
Rebecca	Poppke
Rich	&	Nancy	Power
Julia	Pruden
Richard	&	Mary	Ann	Renner
Brian	Rice
Kathleen	Richards
Carol	Richter
Melanie	Ringstad
John	&	Barbara	Risken
Andrea	Roeger
Barbara	Romanko
Stuart	Ronkainen
Gregg	Rotvold
Jake	Runestad
Margaret	&	Matthew	Sabin
The	Saint	Paul	Foundation	±
Jorge	L.	Salvatierra
Garrett	&	Judy	Sampson
Thomas	&	Lois	Sando
Ann	M.	Sather	&	Jeffrey	Stone
Roy*	&	Shirley*	Sather
Sandra	Schoenecker
Paul	&	Diane	Schroeder
Jane	Schuneman
Arne	Selbyg
Lawrence	Siegel
Robert	Sieving	&	Barbara	Flooding
Rajkumar	Sithavan
Allegra	Smisek
Randy	&	Joan	Snyder
Daniel	Sola	&	Lucie	Paynick
Curt	&	Louise	Speller
Gordon	&	Dee	Sprenger
Jordan	Sramek
Bill	&	Sara	Stout
William	H.	Stump
Evelyn	Swanson	&	Marjorie	Ramgren
JoAnna	Swantek
Kristin	Swedlund
Rob	Tambyraja
Josiah	Telschow	&	Heidi	Sklenar
Christopher	Thompson
Ruth	Torkelson
Dianne	Tuff
Paul	&	Ruth	Ann	Tuseth
Tor	&	Jaime	Tuseth
Beatrice	&	Pedro	Verdeja
Anonymous
Jennifer	Wallis
Robert	Wetzler
Carole	Whitney	&	Craig	Carlson
Alex	&	Marguerite	Wilson
Bob	&	Evie	Wilson
Michael	Winikoff
Jeff	&	Brooke	Worden
Christian	Zepeda

Artistic Series 58%

Education 14%

Special Programs 8%

Fundraising 9%

Management & General 9%

Contributions 59%

Special Events 6%

Government Grants 165%

Performance Revenue 16%

Endowment Draw 
& Investment Income 3%

Notes
~	Contributed	and	Performance	

revenue	sources	both	increased	
over	the	previous	fiscal	year	by	7%	
and	2%	respectively		 	
	 	 	

~	A	26%	reduction	in	endowment	
and	investment	income	from	the	
previous	year	resulted	in	a	total	
negative	balance	of	$88,000.		
However	strong	day-to-day	
operations	led	to	a	year-end	
unrestricted	postive	variance	of	
$52,481	 	 	
	 	 	

~	Funding	for	the	North	Star	tour	and	
increased	National	Endowment	
for	the	Arts	funding	increased	
government	revenue	by	11%	
	 	 	

~	The	biennial	gala	netted	over	
$113,000	in	support	of	education	
and	community	engagement	
programs	 	 	
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	

2011-2012 Financials

Operating Expenses

Operating Revenues

REVENUE
Contributions	............................................... $1,039,062
Special	Events	................................................ $113,059	
Government	Grants		....................................... $279,753
Performance	Revenue.................................... $282,880
Endowment	Draw	&	Investment	Income	........ 	$51,868
TOTAL	......................................................... $1,766,622

EXPENSE
Artistic	Series	.............................................. $1,084,964	
Education	....................................................... $268,195	
Special	Programs	........................................... $155,148	
Management	&	General	................................. $171,329
Fundraising	..................................................... $175,607	
TOTAL	......................................................... $1,855,243

NET ASSETS COMPRISED OF:
Operations	...................................................... $696,841
Temporarily	Restricted	................................... $171,419
Artistic	Advancement	Fund	............................ $582,859
Key	of	C	Campaign	........................................ $858,495
Endowment	................................................. $1,321,512
Total	............................................................ $3,631,126
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VocalEssence
1900	Nicollet	Avenue
Minneapolis,	Minnesota	55403
612-547-1451
www.vocalessence.org
VocalEssence is a 501(c)3 non-profit 
organization

2011-2012 Board of Directors
David	Mona,	President
Paul	Pribbenow,	Ph.D.,	Vice	President
Mike	McCarthy,	Treasurer
Susan	J.Crockett,	Ph.D.,	Secretary
Ann	Barkelew	
Warren	Beck	
Bruce	W.	Becker	
Philip	Brunelle	
Uri	Camarena	
Kari	E.	Davis	
Debbie	Estes	
Jamie	Flaws	
Kristen	Hoeschler	O’Brien
Karen	Humphrey,	CFRE
Dr.	Arthur	W.	Kaemmer,	M.D.
Brock	Metzger,	singer	liaison
Mary	Ann	Pulk	
Kathryn	Roberts	
Cay	Shea	Hellervik	
Don	Shelby	
Debra	Sit	
Peter	Spink	
Jenny	L.	Wade

Honorary Directors 
Dominick	Argento
Dave	Brubeck*
William	Bolcom
Aaron	Copland*
Håkan	Hagegård
Louise	Heffelfinger
Eskil	Hemberg*
Betty	Hulings*
James	Earl	Jones
Garrison	Keillor
Donald	Mitchell
Helmuth	Rilling
John	Rutter
Peter	Schickele
André	Thomas
Eric	Whitacre

*In remembrance

Artistic Staff
Philip	Brunelle,	Artistic	Director	and	Founder
Sigrid	Johnson,	Associate	Conductor
Charles	Kemper,	Accompanist

Administrative Staff
Mary	Ann	Pulk,	Executive	Director
Judy	Blaseg,	Development	Consultant
Malia	Cole,	Director	of	Marketing	and	

Communications
Katryn	Conlin,	Communications	Manager
Laura	Holst,	Development	and	Marketing	

Associate
Kimberly	Meisten,	Director	of	Community	

Engagement	
Jessica	Nadeau,	Interim	Development	

and	Marketing	Associate
Nick	Peter,	Director	of	Operations
Patricia	Starks-Faggétt,	Accounting	

Manager
Katrina	Vander	Kooi,	Director	of	

Development
Elissa	Weller,	Education	and	Volunteer	

Manager

2011-2012 VocalEssence Season Sponsors

This activity is made possible in part by 
a grant provided by the Minnesota State 
Arts Board, through an appropriation by 
the Minnesota State Legislature from the 
Minnesota arts and cultural heritage fund 
with money from the vote of the people 
of Minnesota on November 4, 2008, and 
a grant from the Wells Fargo Foundation 
Minnesota.

Aaron	Copland	Fund	for	Music
Albrecht	Family	Foundation
Katherine	B.	Andersen	Fund	of	The	Saint	Paul	Foundation	
Ann	&	Gordon	Getty	Foundation
HRK	Foundation
RC	Lilly	Foundation
Philip	&	Katherine	Nason	Fund	of	The	Saint	Paul	Foundation
Alice	M.	O’Brien	Foundation
Peravid	Foundation
Piper	Family	Foundation
Wallin	Family	Foundation
Wenger	Foundation

Special Support for WITNESS and ¡Cantaré!

Elmer	L.	&	Eleanor	J.	Andersen	Foundation
Katherine	B.	Andersen	Fund	of	The	Saint	Paul	Foundation
Curtis	L.	Carlson	Family	Foundation
Denny	Fund	of	The	Minneapolis	Foundation
Hubbard	Broadcasting	Foundation
Mexican	Consulate
Michael	&	Laura	Robinson
Arturo	Steely
Peter	Spink
Mike	&	Donna	Wolstad
Walt	McCarthy	&	Clara	Ueland

Leadership support for the Meet The 
Composer’s MetLife Creative Connections 
program is generously provided by MetLife 
Foundation. Additional support is provided by 
The Amphion Foundation, Argosy Foundation 
Contemporary Music Fund, BMI Foundation, 
Inc., Mary Flagler Cary Charitable Trust, 
Aaron Copland Fund for Music, Inc., The 
William & Flora Hewlett Foundation, The 
James Irvine Foundation, Jerome Foundation, 
mediaThe foundation, National Endowment 
for the Arts, New York City Department of 
Cultural Affairs, New York State Council on 
the Arts, Pennsylvania Council on the Arts and 
Virgil Thomson Foundation, Ltd.


