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SOUTH
KOREA
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Shanghai

CHINA

Nanjing

“We were walking to the bus and there was 
a group of maybe 50 to 100 people waiting 
for us. We couldn’t get to the bus; they just 
wanted to talk, take pictures, ask questions, 
get autographs,” said Ensemble Singer  
Ryan French. “It was really an exciting  
and surreal experience.”

VocalEssence  
Ensemble Singers  

on the Asia Pacific Tour

Don Shelby in  
River Songs & Tales with Mark Twain

TOGETHER WE SING AROUND THE WORLD
In addition to performances, the Ensemble Singers 
connected with local choirs through exchange workshops 
and banquets. “We sat with them, had a Chinese feast, and 
performed songs for them,” said Artistic Director Philip 
Brunelle. “The feeling of camaraderie among us all was 
overwhelming. It was a very moving experience.”

Connecting together through song did not stop with the 
Asia Pacific Tour. Thanks to an Arts Tour grant from the 
Minnesota State Arts Board and funding from Land O’Lakes, 
Inc.,  members of the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers, fiddlers 
Molly Sue McDonald and Sara Pajunen, and Don Shelby 
toured Minnesota with River Songs & Tales with Mark 
Twain. The tour stopped in Red Wing, Dawson, Faribault, 
Austin, and Alexandria, MN, and even made a brief stop in 
Saint Paul at the Minnesota Centennial Riverboat for the 
Gather at the River with Mark Twain Fundraiser. 

Warm greetings and rock star status followed the  
Ensemble Singers throughout the tour. After one 
performance, the Ensemble Singers were mobbed  
by their new fans: 

Packed audiences raved about the 
performance with 94% giving the  
concert the highest enjoyment rating.

94% 

In total, VocalEssence reached more 
than 3,000 Minnesotans on the tour 
who attended concerts and various 
community programs including  
school workshops, master classes,  
and community performances.

3,000 

In August 2014, the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers 
set sail on the Asia Pacific Tour, stopping in Seoul, South 
Korea to perform at the 10th World Symposium on Choral 
Music and then continuing to Shanghai and Nanjing, China. 
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VocalEssence welcomed two new community programs to 
our portfolio. VocalEssence Vintage Voices, funded by a 
grant from the MN State Arts Board, fosters the creation 
of choirs in assisted living homes and senior centers. The 
participants have already been reporting health benefits.

“My memory is improving! Since I’ve been coming 
here and singing with you every week, I feel 
like it’s the first time that I don’t have to check 
my calendar to see what day of the week it is!”

Sigrid Johnson

Thank you for  
24 years of  
inspiration!

Together we sing! VocalEssence said hello to a new look, 
new programs and new staff members, and goodbye to a 
longtime friend. VocalEssence Associate Conductor  
Sigrid Johnson retired in May 2015 after 24 years inspiring 
singers and refining the choral sound of VocalEssence.  
Thank you, Sigrid! 

G. Phillip Shoultz, III joined VocalEssence in a new 
position as the full-time Associate Conductor. Phillip  
comes to VocalEssence from Georgia, and is currently 
finishing his doctorate in Choral Conducting at the 
University of Minnesota.

VocalEssence ReMix encourages break-out musical 
artists to write for voice. It provides artists with a 
mentorship with renowned composers Libby Larsen, 
Carol Barnett, J. David Moore or Timothy Takach; a 
performance by the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers; and 
access to an audience who may want to perform his/her 
music in the future.

EXCITING CHANGES AT VOCALESSENCE

Philip Brunelle and  
G. Phillip Shoultz, III
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RUBBING SHOULDERS WITH FAMOUS GUEST ARTISTS

“Thank you, you sing magnificently,” 
-Rolling Stones singer Mick Jagger

Young People’s Chorus of New York City®

Dessa

1

2

3
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• “Thank you, you sing  
magnificently,” said Rolling 
Stones singer Mick Jagger  
to an audience of 40,000 
screaming fans after  
VocalEssence rocked the TCF 
Bank Stadium in June 2015. 

• Rapper and singer Dessa 
performed with VocalEssence 
at Orchestra Hall and added 
a fresh voice to the Made in 
Minnesota concert.

• Guest choir Young People’s 
Chorus of New York City®,  
with conductor and MacArthur  
‘genius’ Fellow Francisco 
Núñez, wowed audiences with 
their electric stage presence. 

• The Midwest Premiere of the 
VocalEssence co-commissioned 
opera The Radio Hour by  
Jake Heggie reimagined the 
role that a chorus plays in 
performance by including the 
Ensemble Singers as movers 
as well as singers. 

• Peter Schickele aka P.D.Q. Bach 
performed with VocalEssence 
and the University of Minnesota 
Wind Ensemble at a sold-out 
performance at Ted Mann 
Concert Hall. As a “birthday 
gift” to the audience, Peter  
also gave the recording to  
audiences for free. It became 
the first episode in the  
VocalEssence Podcast, with 
free downloads available  
at vocalessence.org.

Philip Brunelle and  
Peter Schickele, aka P.D.Q. Bach

The Radio Hour by Jake Heggie

The VocalEssence 46th season was filled with  
                     unexpected and amazing cameos and guest artists.

4

5

1

2

3

4

5



Page 6           2014-2015 ANNUAL REPORT

VocalEssence marked the 25th anniversary of the  
WITNESS program inspiring more than 2,000 audience 
members and more than 5,100 students from 49 schools  
at school workshops, a subscription concert and three 
sold-out Young People’s Concerts. Grammy Award-winning 
Sounds of Blackness, the VocalEssence Chorus, and the 
South High School Varsity Choir brought audiences to  
their feet, inspiring them to join hands and sing “We  
Shall Overcome.”

The program theme—“Let Freedom Ring”—celebrated  
the contributions of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and  
his lifelong promotion of racial equality through  
nonviolent resistance. 

In their post-concert survey responses, teachers shared 
how the VocalEssence WITNESS School Program benefits 
their students:

“My students are just at the age where they  
can begin to empathize and process the depth 
of some of the issues we discussed in class—
segregation, injustice—they began to be able  
to relate personally. Music is a vehicle for 
opening up some of these conversations and  
for the opening and softening of hearts.” 

Audience members also raved about the concert:

“The Sounds of Blackness performance got  
me off my feet and touched my soul.”

“This concert was probably the BEST  
WITNESS concert ever! Including the South 
High School choir plus Sounds of Blackness 
with the VocalEssence Chorus was fantastic. 
The concert flowed and moved very quickly. 
Thank you!”

“Let Freedom Ring”

25 
YEARS

CELEBRATES 25 YEARS

“One of my students said that they wanted  
to meet the group and someday to perform 
with them! They found ‘Sounds of Blackness’ 
very inspiring!”
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Composers Julio Morales and Jean Angelus Pichardo 
worked with 545 students from Twin Cities elementary 
and high schools, and composers Rodrigo Cadet and 
Novelli Jurado worked with 561 students from Rochester 
elementary, high school and community choirs, made 
possible by a grant from the MN State Arts Board. All 
composers also had the chance to work with the 
VocalEssence Chorus. 

More than 2,000 audience members were able to hear 
the performances at The Ordway in Saint Paul and Bethel 
Lutheran Church in Rochester in the spring, and students 
and audience members were blown away by the experience. 
One student remarked,

“¡Cantaré! was one amazing experience for me.  
It was an honor singing songs in my own  
language. It was just awesome.” 

An audience member shared, 

“The performance was beautiful, this  
was a great experience, thank you!”

“There is nothing like seeing the face of a composer who 
hears his or her music sung for the first time,” says 
Kimberly Meisten, VocalEssence Director of Community 
Engagement. In the sixth year of VocalEssence ¡Cantaré!, 
four Mexican composers experienced this joy in both the 
Twin Cities and—thanks to an Arts Learning grant from the 
Minnesota State Arts Board—Rochester, MN. 

VocalEssence ¡Cantaré! is a cross-cultural Mexican  
composer-in-residence program that fosters a greater 
awareness and appreciation for Mexican music and culture. 
Composers travel from Mexico to Minnesota to work with 
school and community choirs to share Mexican culture and 
write music specifically for each group. The music is then 
premiered at a free community concert in the spring.

INSPIRES THOUSANDS IN TWIN CITIES AND ROCHESTER
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 $3,595

VocalEssence ended the 2014-15 season in a strong financial 

position. Revenue from contributions accounted for a larger 

percentage of income (an increase of 14% over the previous year) 

due to a reduction in investment income. Government grants 

rose from 9% to 17% due to Minnesota State Arts Board funding 

for the River Songs tour, ¡Cantaré! in Rochester, and Vintage 

Voices. Touring also impacted the expense side of operations 

with growth in overall artistic expense from 55% in 2013-14 to 

61% in the current year. Management and general expense 

decreased by 4%.

VOCALESSENCE BALANCE SHEET  -  JUNE 30, 2015

ASSETS  2015  2014

Current Assets:  
Cash and Cash Equivalents  $ 65,802 $ 208,857 
Accounts Receivable  18,402  493 
Pledges Receivable  76,241   111,823 
Prepaid Expenses  50,390   163,139 

Total Current Assets  210,835   484,312 
  
Investments  4,341,052   4,263,185 
Property and Equipment - Net  14,999   17,505 

TOTAL ASSETS $4,566,886   $ 4,765,002 

  
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS  2015  2014

Current Liabilities:  
Accounts Payable $  17,221  $ 31,723 
Accrued Vacation  10,627  15,543 
Deferred Income  11,000  - 

Total Current Liabilities  38,848   47,266 
  
Net Assets:  

Unrestricted:  
Undesignated  1,379,426   1,224,870 
Endowment  1,152,499  1,177,089 

Total Unrestricted  2,531,925  2,401,959 
Temporarily Restricted   1,022,654  1,342,318 
Permanently Restricted  973,459   973,459 

Total Net Assets  4,528,038  4,717,736 

 TOTAL LIABILITIES  
 AND NET ASSETS $ 4,566,886 $ 4,765,002

OPERATING EXPENSES

$941,690

$350,125

$326,867

$189,147

$269,717

• Artistic Series 45%• Education 17%

• Touring 16%

• Management & General 9%• Fundraising 13%

• Contributions 60%• Fundraising Events Net 1%

• Government Grants 17%

• Performance Revenue 16%• Investment Income 6%• Miscellaneous <1%

$16,055

$1,127,806
$324,690

$293,318

$122,384

OPERATING REVENUE

VOCALESSENCE  
FINANCIAL HEALTH



  Page 92014-2015 ANNUAL REPORT

VOCALESSENCE 
DONORS

THE ENDOWMENT 
HONOR ROLL
VocalEssence salutes the individuals and 
corporate and private foundations whose 
generosity and leadership sparked the 
creation of the Endowment Fund. This 
permanent fund was established in 
1987 and is now valued at $3 million. 
Its interest income provides ongoing 
support to VocalEssence. We welcome 
new contributions to the Endowment 
Fund and extend our deepest 
appreciation to the following for their 
generous gifts.

Mrs. Fred C. Andersen*
Athwin Foundation
Carol A. Barnett
Alice Baver*
Ronald and Joyce Beauchane
Warren and Donna Beck
Judson Bemis Fund of The Minneapolis 

Foundation
Judy Blaseg and John Engelen
Charlie Boone* and Carol Heen
William and Margee Bracken
David Brink
Lucile Brink
Wayne and Marilyn* Brock
Elise Brunelle and Jeremy Greeff
Philip and Carolyn Brunelle
Ann and David* Buran
Norman R. Carpenter
Cole Sewell Corporation
Claire Colliander and Greg Steenson
Colwell Industries
Kip and Kathy Colwell
Community Credit Company
Dr. Susan and Dick Crockett
Thomas Davies*
Target Stores, Dayton’s and Mervyn’s  

by the Dayton Hudson Foundation
Ernest and Mary Dorn
Dan Dressen
Katherine and Kent Eklund
Exxon Corporation
Jack and Cathy Farrell
Robert B. Fering
Gloria Freeman
General Mills Foundation
Robert* and Katherine Goodale
Marion Goward
Susan and Barry Graceman
Shelley Greenwood
Jane D. and James L.* Hall
Margarette and Charles Hann
Terrance* and Ruth* Hanold
David and Mim Hanson
Ann G. Harding
Louise Heffelfinger
Lowell and Cay Shea Hellervik
Jack and Linda Hoeschler
HRK Foundation
A.D. (Bill)* and Betty* Hulings
Douglas and Mary Jones
William* and Suzanne Joyce
Arthur and Martha Kaemmer
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of  

The Saint Paul Foundation
Garrison Keillor
James* and Jane Riley-Koll
Daniel and Constance Kunin

Libby Larsen and James Reece
Helmer* and Christine Larson
Laura Jane Musser Fund
Mary Sue Lindsay*
Jean and Kenneth Linwick
Patricia Lund*
Herb and Corrine Lundberg
Thomas* and Patti* Maetzold
The MAHADH Fund of HRK Foundation
Marbrook Foundation
Kay and Mike McCarthy
Walt McCarthy and Clara Ueland
Mancel* and Harriet* Mitchell
Peter and Judy Mitchelson
William and Julie Moyer
Elizabeth Musser*
Nash Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
Glen and Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Alice Park Newman*
Jeanne and Richard Patterson
Donald* and Helen* Pellowe
The Pine Wood Trust
Harry Piper Foundation
Jill and Richard Ragatz
Burt Ross*
Shelly Ross*
Thomas and Lois Sando
Michael and Shirley Santoro
Sandra and Ivan* Schloff
Richard and Kit Schmoker
Ellen* and George J. Schulte
John* and Marion Etzwiler Shepherd
Star Tribune/Cowles Media Company
Richard* and Vivian Stuck
Bill and Bryce TenBroek
Richard and Rosemary Thorsen
Lynn and Carol Truesdell
Jim Ulland
Ruth and David Waterbury
Doris A. Welty-Bury*
Dorene and Alan Wernke
Carl A. Weyerhaeuser Trust
Frederick T. Weyerhaeuser Trust
John Wheelihan
E.M.* and Patricia* Whitacre
Mrs. W. A. Wilson
Bruce* and JoAnn* Winslow
Karen and John Wolff

PHILIP BRUNELLE 
FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
The Philip Brunelle Founder’s Society 
recognizes those who make a provision 
for VocalEssence in their will or estate 
plans. The society is names in honor of 
our visionary founder, Philip Brunelle, 
who every day inspires the community 
to open their ears to new music from 
diverse cultures.

Philip and Carolyn Brunelle
Ann Buran
Jon Cranney
Louise Heffelfinger
Nicolai Lewis
Mike McCarthy
Sheridan O’Keefe
Vern Sutton

CONTRIBUTOR’S 
CIRCLE
VocalEssence gratefully acknowledges 
all those who made gifts between July 
1, 2014 and June 30, 2015. Although we 
make every effort to ensure that our 
Honor Roll list is accurate and complete, 
we are capable of error. Please let us 
know if your name does not appear the 
way you prefer so we may correct it in 
the next listing. Please call us at 612-547-
1473 to make a correction. Thank you!

± Includes Matching Gift Contributions
+ Includes In-Kind Donations
* In Remembrance

ENSEMBLE CLUB

Gifts of $25,000 and more
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint 

Paul Foundation
Bush Foundation
The Carlson Family Foundation
Delta Air Lines, Inc.
General Mills Foundation ±
Louise Heffelfinger
Jerome Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
Minnesota Monthly +
Minnesota State Arts Board
National Endowment for the Arts
Target Corporation
Travelers Foundation

Gifts of $10,000-$24,999
Best Buy Foundation
Brand Tool Box +
Philip and Carolyn Brunelle
Jerome and Linda Carlson
City of Saint Paul Cultural STAR
Charles and Kathryn Cunningham Family 

Foundation
Grotto Foundation
Hellervik Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation
Hognander Family Foundation of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Art and Martha Kaemmer Fund of  

HRK Foundation
N. Judge* and Reatha Clark King Family 

Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation
Land O’Lakes Foundation
MAHADH Fund of HRK Foundation
Kay and Mike McCarthy
The Medtronic Foundation ±
Alfred P. & Ann M. Moore
Sit Investment Associates Inc.
Thrivent Financial ±
Wenger Foundation
Xcel Energy ±

Gifts of $5,000-$9,999
Warren and Donna Beck
Barbro Osher Pro Suecia Foundation
Greg and Lisa Buck
Charles M. Denny, Jr. & Carol E. Denny* 

Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation
David and Margene Fox
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Goodale Family Foundation
Jack & Linda Hoeschler Fund of The Saint 

Paul Foundation
The Hubbard Broadcasting Foundation
Lucy R. Jones
Leland T. Lynch and Terry Saario Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation

Philip and Katherine Nason Fund of  
The Saint Paul Foundation

Piper Family Fund of  
The Minneapolis Foundation

Piper Jaffray & Co. ±
Lois Quam
George Reid
Twin Cities Opera Guild
Unisys +
The Wallin Foundation

Gifts of $2,500-$4,999
Mary Ann Aufderheide
Augsburg College
Will and Margee Bracken
Dr. Susan and Dick Crockett
Cy and Paula DeCosse Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Charlie and Anne Leck
Alvin and Mary Agnes McQuinn
Judy and Peter Mitchelson
New Music USA
Douglas and Mary Platt
Paul and Abigail Pribbenow
R C Lilly Foundation
Hervé and Jennifer Sarteau
Roma Calatayud-Stocks and Thomas Stocks
Swedish Council of America
Thomson Reuters ±
Cody and Jacob Wolkowitz
Mike and Donna Wolsted

Gifts of $1,000-$2,499
Anonymous
Kristine and Tor Aasheim
Albrecht Family Foundation
Quentin and Mary Anderson
Nancy Azzam
Baker Investments LLC +
Ann Barkelew and Jim O’Hagan
Ronald and Joyce Beauchane
Debra Sit* and Peter Berge
John and Sheila Bjorklund
Kenneth and Karen Charles
John and Joan Colwell
Kip and Kathy Colwell
Consulado de Mexico en Saint Paul +
Betty Jayne Dahlberg
ExxonMobil Foundation ±
Jamie Flaws
David and Rosemary Good
Bill Hodder
Bill Hueg* and Hella Mears Hueg
The John and Ruth Huss Fund of The Saint 

Paul Foundation
Douglas and Mary Jones
Vivian and Mary Jones
Joe and Cathy Kalkman
Margaret V. and E. Robert* Kinney
Kohl’s ±
Daniel and Constance Kunin
Libby Larsen and James Reece
Don and Joann Leavenworth
Ronald and Nicolai Lewis
Edward and Patricia Lindell
Philip and Madeleine Lowry
Walt McCarthy and Clara Ueland
Robert and Polly McCrea
Minnesota Center China
Glen and Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Kristen and Terry O’Brien
James and Sonja Odland
Peravid Foundation
RBC Wealth Management
Remele Family Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Kathryn Roberts and Jim Hiniker
Laura and Mike Robinson
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Rochester Area Foundation
Robert and Sharon Ryan
Saint Paul Riverfront Corporation
Jim and Julia Samartini
Estelle Quinn Sell
Fred and Gloria Sewell
Don Shelby
Arturo Steely
Cherie Stofer
Lynn and Carol Truesdell
Joanne Von Blon
Jenny Wade
Wells Fargo Foundation Minnesota
Alan and Dorene Wernke
Thomas Hunt and John Wheelihan
Angus and Margaret Wurtele

Gifts of $500-$999
Anonymous
Ameriprise Financial ±
Jo Beld and Tim Delmont
Madeline Betsch
James Bohn and Linda Zelig
Elise G. Brunelle and Jeremy Greeff
David* and Ann Buran
Norman R. and Janet Carpenter
Thomas* and Nicky Carpenter
Bruce and Ann Christensen
Jon Cranney and Katherine Ferrand
Dan Dressen and Elizabeth Comeaux
Dominick and Nancy Driano
Ralph and Debbie Estes
Caron & Floyd Farmer
Jack and Terry Forsythe
H. Thomas and Mary Heller
Robert and Sigrid Johnson
Sharon A. Johnson
Johnson & Johnson Family of Companies ±
John Overton and Ann Lowry
Malcolm and Patricia McDonald
Joyce & Richard McFarland Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Patricia Mitchell
David and Linda Mona
Mary Morton
Betty Myers
David E. and Judy L. Myers
Susan Nicol
John Nuechterlein
Glenn Olsen and Barbara Hager-Olsen
Alan Onberg
Richard and Jeanne Patterson
Gale Sharpe
Craig and Mariana Shulstad
Stinson Leonard Street LLP ±
Vern Sutton
Andy and Katrina Wallmeyer
Carl* and Barbara White
David K. Whitney
Wilson and Gayle Graham Yates

CHORUS CLUB

Gifts of $250-$499
Anonymous
3M Foundation ±
Steve Aggergaard and Lana Rosario
Meredith B. Alden
American Composers Forum
William* and Suzanne Ammerman
Woodbury and Cynthia Andrews
Anton E. Armstrong, D.M.A.
Baillon Family Foundation, Inc.
Goeta Goetz Bird
Carol Brandenburg Family Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Christopher Brunelle and Serena Zabin

Steve and Karen Burger
Annabelle Bush
Mary Lou Judd Carpenter
Ted and Carol Cushmore Family Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation
Bill and Ruth Davini
Steve and Judy Drobeck
Joe and Lois West Duffy
Marion Etzwiler
Ryan and Jenny French
Yvonne Grover
Jim and Elaine Halls
Wini Hed
David O. and Kristine Henderson
Katie Henrichsen
Tom and Christine Hermanson
Phil and Laura Holst
Doug and Kerry Hoverson,  

Saint Thomas Academy
Robert S. and Patricia A. Hoyt
Thelma Hunter
Michael and Bonnie Jorgensen
Michael Knoll
Glenn and Kartra Kohl
Chuck and Jill Koosmann
Mark and Susan Larson
Ray and Elsie Martin
Jan Mattox
Barbara Moore
Karla and Peter Myers
Nick Nash and Karen Lundholm
Fran and Patti Neir
Gerald E. and Andrea Nelson
Robert Davidian and Rick Nelson
Lois Nyman
Phyllis Palmer
Paul* and Virginia Pfeiffer
Marty and David Raymond
Lisa Reed
Bob and Barbara Ross
Paul and Camille Schroeder
David and Ann Smith
Brent Stahl and Ellen Engstrom
Patricia Starks-Faggétt
LeAnn Stein and Jack Stamp
Susan Stuart and David Nelson*
Frank Stubbs and Tom Lee
Richard* and Vivian Stuck
Rob Tambyraja
Parker and Albert Trostel
Gedney* and Emily Anne Tuttle
Paul and Elissa Weller
Dr. Preston & Sharon Williams
RADM & Mrs. Ray C. Witter
Zabin Charitable Fund at the  

Boston Foundation

Gifts of $100-$249
Anonymous
Mary Adair and Gerald Jorgenson
Kathryn Hagen and Tom Anderson
Rolan and Muriel* Anderson
Scott Appelwick and Ed Sootsman
Jen Arkema
Max and Stacey Athorn
Kay and Ron Bach
Walter and Ginger Bailey
Carol Barnett and John Tartaglia
Michael Barone
Janet Bartels and Phillip Bohl
Mary K. Baumann and Will Hopkins
Bruce W. and Paula M. Becker
Carol and Jeff Belz
Vera Benzel
Roy and Nadine Berg
Scott Berger
Steven and Pam Bjoraker
David and Diane Blake

Blue Cross Blue Shield ±
Dr. Max and Jane Boller
Penny Bond and Chuck Grimsrud
Paul and Mayva Boranian
Jane and Gene Borochoff
Lynn Bowe and Charles Kuivinen
Mary Bowman
Norlin and Carole Boyum
Ardell F. Brede
Lucile Adams Brink
Thomas and Barbara Brown
Paul and Jane Brunelle
Dorene J. Bruns
Mike and Susan Burnett
Russ Bursch and Lee Mauk
Uri and Melissa Camarena
Norman and Brenda Canedy
Mary Kaye Carlson
Chris and Julie Causey
Judith A. Christensen
David and Wendy Coggins
Jack and Ann Cole
David Colwell
Ed and Betsy Cussler
Catherine Davies
W. Brooks Donald and Karen MacKenzie
Ernest and Mary Dorn
Byron Douglass
Thomas and Elizabeth Drought
Elizabeth and Larry Drumm
Reg and Janet Dupre
Anders Eckman
The Gabriel Foundation, Byron Egeland
Kent and Katherine Eklund
Ray Elwell
Jerry and Kathleen Erickson
Hope Esparolini
Roger and Roxanne Ezell
Norma Jean Falink and Henry Smith
Frank Fallon
Brian and Ann Farrell
Randall Ferguson
Jerry* and Cathie Fischer
Gerald Foley
John and Priscilla Folin
Paul Folin
Gloria Freeman
Sarah Garis
Thomas Gifford
Tom and Carol Gilkey
Dr. Stanley M. & Luella G. Goldberg
John* and Lynn Goodwyne
Robert Graham
Kathleen Grammer
Mike and Jane Hagedorn
Rodney and Mary Hale
Ken and Suanne Hallberg
Charles and Margarette Hann
Ann Hansen
A. Stuart and Gail Hanson
Jack and Grace Harkness
William Heier
Dee and Wilfried Hein
John and Robin Helgen
John and Sarah Henrich
Lee and Liz Hickerson
Arthur and Donna Hogenson
Dr. Spencer and Nancy Holmes
John and Carole Humphrey
Karen A. and Charles W. Humphrey
David Hunter
IBM Corporation ±
Mandy Inhofer
Sally Jaffray
Dave and Kara Johnson
Lowell and Andrea Johnson
Mary Johnson
Ted and Amy Johnson

Bill* and Suzanne Joyce
Jan and Tom Kilton
Robert and Jeanne Koller
Claire Kolmodin and John Carstens
Joni Kurland
Paul A. Laederach
Richard Langer
Mark and Susan Le Feber
Jeenee Lee
Tom and Jeanne LeFevere
LeRoy Lehr and Veronica Reed
Diana J. Leland
Jeffrey and Ingrid LeMunyon
Michael and Diane Levy
J. Thomas and Helen Lockhart
Bob and Jan Lubar
Diana Lee Lucker
Sarah Lutman and Robert Rudolph
Michael MacDougal
Gary and Renee Macomber
Shirley Maier
James Mansfield and Carol Epp
Abby and Donald Marier
Tim and Louise Matson
Hubert and Midge McCloy
Kimberly D. Meisten
Joseph and Joy Michel
Kristi Mueller
Mason and Gwen Myers
David and Karen Nasby
Penny Needham
Paul and Deb Nevin
Terence and Caroll Niewolny
Donald and Gerda Nightingale
Bruce and Diane Nimmer
Sarah* and Tim O’Brien
Kevin Odegard
Milo Oien-Rochat and Katharine Wood
Jim and Karen Olson
Marston Ronald Opel and Karen Newstrom
Dr. & Mrs. Ahmad Orandi
Michael and Margaret O’Sullivan
Sandra Overland
Nancy Pajunen
Thomas and Janet Payne
Lois and DeWayne Petersen
Brandee Polson
Jackie Prince
Joseph and Ann Pugliese
Tim and Molly Rancourt
Lois Rand
John Haugen and Alicia Reeves
Marc and Mary Ann Renner
Russ and Kathy Rhode
Keith Rodli and Katharine Grant
Bonnie Rolstad
David and Patricia Runkle
Margaret and Matthew Sabin
Kay and Peter Sammond
Kathryn Sandahl
Stephen Dunn and Vickie Sanders Dunn
Michael and Shirley Santoro
Randall Sayers and Martha Arneson
Ann Schrooten and Dawn Wieczorek
Roger and Carol Sheldon
Sue Shepard and Don Helgeson
Mark and Mary Sigmond
William and Marcelyn Smale
Bryan and Jennie Smith
Joan Smith
Lowery and Mary Ann Smith
Robert C. Smith
Terry and Cynthia Smith
Ronald Sorensen
Carol Christine Southward
Curt and Louise Speller
Charles Stanhope
Glenn and Mary Steinke
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Judy Orr Stinson
Dick and Sally Sundberg
Timothy C. Takach and Jocelyn Hagen
Judy Takkunen
Laura and Matt Tanner
John H. Sandbo and D. Jean Thomson
Dianne Tuff
U.S. Bancorp Foundation ±
Charles and Holly Ulrich
Kurtis and Cindy Ulrich
Martin and Kathryn Urberg
Helen Ver Hoeven
Jennifer Vickerman and Ramala Shelton
Clifton and Bettye Ware
Dale and Ruth Warland
David and Ruth Waterbury
William and Jo Ellen Waterman
Jim Waters and Jackie Henning
Steve and Kathy Wellington
John Westrom
Ted and Nancy Weyerhaeuser
Kathryn Williamson
Kent and Missy Wilson
John and Theresa Wise
William and Judy Wise
Patricia Hable Zastrow
Phil and Susan Zietlow

Gifts up to $99
Anonymous
Akosua Addo
Amazon Smile
Christian and Barbara Anderson
Gordon and Dorothea Anderson
Mark and Judi Anderson
Richard O. Anderson, MD
Linda Aronson
Dolores and Donald Badger
Kevin Bailey and Ken Kieffer
Scott and Martha Baron
Rebecca Bellman
Barbara Braman Bentson
Barb Berquam
Jennifer Bevington
Tom Blanck and Linda Bjorklund
Steve Blank
Judy Blaseg and John Engelen
Chadburn Blomquist
Hannah Bolt and Levi Comstock
Karen Boyum
Mark and Jo Brekken
Henry A. Bromelkamp Company
Jones Adkins and Julie Brown
David and Patti Bruflodt
John Shepard and Suzanne Brust
Nicholas Budden
Terry Burford
Rick and Sarah Cedergren
Mary Anne Chalkley
Barbara Chase
Kent and Marilyn Christensen
Karen Christenson
Larry Christiansen
Thomas and Susan Christiansen
David and Joan Ciminski
Lloyd Clausen
Dick and Val Cohn
Marion Colliander
Janet Colliton
Lori Jo and Mike Colwell
Katryn Conlin
Thomas Crampton
Susan G. Crawford
Junette Dale
Catherine Day
Jennifer DesLauriers Knop
Janelle Disrud
Lauren Donley

Len and Susan Druskin
Joseph Ellickson
Lavonne Ellingson
Jerry Eyler
Mark and Sarah Fincham
Pamela Flenniken
Brendan Foote
Paul and Mona Gerike
Alan and Stephanie Gordon
Jerald Graetz
Kristina M. Guiffre
Autumn Gurgel
Loretta Hansen
Tor and Sunny Hansen
Dob and Janis Hardy
William and Lydia Haugen
Alex and Kiel Hausler
Norton* and Mary Hintz
Sharon L. Hodge
Thomas Hollenhorst
April Horne
Dr. Gordon and Nita Howell
Kristin Howlett
Lisa Hughes
Dean Jensen
David and Karen Johnson
James P. Johnson
Mark Johnson
Susan Johnson
Kenneth and Patricia Kangas
Jeanne Kavanaugh Mayland
Neil and Micki Kay
Tracey Kayoum
Stephen Kemp
Charles Kemper
Karen and Clinton Kennedy
Anika Kildegaard
Bill and Jan Kimes
Anthony Kiorpes and Farrel Rich
Ted and Jenny Kisner
Sandra Klapperich
Natalia Kojanova and Igor Kozhanov
Ben and Alanna Kucera
Margaret B. LaFleur
Laurel Lapore
Heidi Larson
Elaine H. Lee
Theodore and Kathryn Lee
Benta LeMunyon
Elaine Leonard
Harry Lerner and Sandra Davis
Sheri Lieffring
Allan and Jackie Lotsberg
Tom and Margie Lundberg
Richard Lussky
Joy MacArthur and Sarah Cohn
Robert Margolis
Char and Paul Mason
Mary Lou Mathison
Thomas and Judith McClain Melander
Anna George Meek and Matt Gladue
Velia Melrose
Pat Mentone
Laurie Merz
Bob Metzger
David and Karen Minge
Carl and Luana Mitchell
Rebecca and Keith Modert
Donald* and Beverly Norris
Susan O. Nyhammer
Sheridan and Holly O’Keefe
Laura Olson
Paul Olson and Mark Baumgartner
Marri M. Oskam
Joseph and Clara Osowski
Warren and Patty Park
Joan B. Parsons
Bill Pederson

Eric and Christina Pederson
Karin Perry
Erin and Kevin Peters
Samantha Phillippe
Felix and Ann Phillips
Jonathan Pinkerton and Julia Rice
Philip Plumbo
Sally B. Polk
John and Anne Polta
Virginia Puzak
Quality Bicycle Products ±
James and Susan Ramlet
David and Judy Ranheim
Kathleen Richards
Carol Richter
Jane Riley-Koll
Brian Roberts
Stuart Ronkainen
Brian D. and Barbara Ruhl
Jake Runestad
Coral Sampson
Karen Sandberg
Nadine Sanders
Georgie Saumweber
Stephen and Sharli Schaitberger
Sandra Schoenecker
Raymond and Leola Schreurs
Eric and Mary Claire Schultz
Frank and Lynda Sharbrough
Lacy Shelby
Janice Sigmund and Michael Jereczek
Daniel Sola and Lucie Paynick
Carolyn J. Steele
Suzanne Stennes-Rogness
Bill and Sara Stout
William H. Stump
Marilyn J. Sundberg
Evelyn Swanson and Marjorie Ramgren
Naomi Taylor
Josiah and Heidi Telschow
Bill and Bryce* TenBroek
Kenneth and Barbara Tiede
Ruth Torkelson
Jonathan Tschiggfrie
Ben and Deb Vander Kooi
Paul and Bette Vandersteen
Elaine B. Walker
Jennifer Wallis
Daniel and Cassandra Warn
James Leslie and Lynnanne Warren
Joe and Jennifer Weismann
Robert Wetzler
Dwight S. Williams
Alex and Marguerite P. Wilson
Michael Winikoff
John and Sylvia Winkelman
Mary J. Wise
M. Wycoff
Larry and Katherine Youngblood

VOCALESSENCE 
WITNESS 25TH 
ANNIVERSARY 
DONORS
VocalEssence thanks the following 
individuals and institutions for their 
generous contributions to the WITNESS 
25th Anniversary Fund. We offer our 
heartfelt appreciation for their support 
of this program, which champions the 
contributions of African Americans to the 
fine arts and our shared cultural heritage.

VOCALESSENCE WITNESS  
INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Anonymous
Suzanne Ammerman
Woodbury and Cynthia Andrews
Mary Ann Aufderheide
Barbara Braman Bentson
Madeline Betsch
Goeta Goetz Bird
Jane and Gene Borochoff
Karen Boyum
Mark and Jo Brekken
Christopher Brunelle and Serena Zabin
Philip and Carolyn Brunelle
Judith A. Christensen
Karen Christenson
Marion Colliander
Catherine Day
Cy and Paula DeCosse Fund of  

The Minneapolis Foundation
Charles M. Denny and Carol E. Denny* Fund 

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Pamela Flenniken
Gloria Freeman
Dr. Stanley M. & Luella G. Goldberg
John and Lynn Goodwyne
Robert Graham
Jim and Elaine Halls
John Haugen and Alicia Reeves
Hellervik Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation
Sharon Hodge
Phil and Laura Holst
Kenneth and Patricia Kangas
N. Judge* and Reatha Clark King Family 

Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation
Glenn and Kartra Kohl
Margaret B. LaFleur
Mark and Susan Larson
Elaine H. Lee
John Overton and Ann Lowry
Walt McCarthy and Clara Ueland
Malcolm and Patricia McDonald
Kimberly D. Meisten
Joseph and Joy Michel
Judy and Peter Mitchelson
Alfred P. & Ann M. Moore
Nick Nash and Karen Lundholm
Glenn Olsen and Barbara Hager-Olsen
Glen and Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Alan Onberg
Dr. & Mrs. Ahmad Orandi
Michael and Margaret O’Sullivan
Sandra Overland
Mike and Kelly Palmer
Paul and Abigail Pribbenow
Virginia Puzak
Lisa Reed
Kathryn Roberts and Jim Hiniker
Robert and Sharon Ryan
Leland T. Lynch and Terry Saario Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation
Hervé and Jennifer Sarteau
Don Shelby
David and Ann Smith
Carol Christine Southward
Patricia Starks-Faggétt
Cherie Stofer
Susan Stuart
Evelyn Swanson and Marjorie Ramgren
Joel Swearingen
Andy and Katrina Wallmeyer
Paul and Elissa Weller
John and Sylvia Winkelman
Mary J. Wise

* In Remembrance
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VOCALESSENCE WITNESS 
INSTITUTIONAL DONORS
Best Buy Foundation
Curtis L. Carlson Family Foundation
General Mills Foundation
The Grotto Foundation
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint 

Paul Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
The Medtronic Foundation
Minnesota State Arts Board
Piper Jaffray & Co.
Sit Investment Associates Inc.
Target Corporation
Thomson Reuters
Thrivent Financial
Travelers Foundation
Unisys
Wenger Foundation
Xcel Energy

PHOTO CREDITS:
Mike Krivit
Stephen Maturen
Kimberly Meisten
Bruce Silcox
Katrina Wallmeyer
Mike Wurm

2014-2015 VOCALESSENCE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Paul Pribbenow, Ph.D., President
Kathryn Roberts, Vice President
Jacob Wolkowitz, Treasurer
Susan J. Crockett, Ph.D., Secretary
Mary Ann Aufderheide
Ann Barkelew
Philip Brunelle
Roma Calatayud-Stocks
Karen Charles
Judith Drobeck
Debbie Estes
Ann Farrell
Jamie Flaws
Art Kaemmer, M.D.
Joseph Kalkman
Fred Moore
David Myers
Kristen H. O’Brien
James M. Odland
Cay Shea Hellervik
Don Shelby
Timothy Takach
Jenny L. Wade
Dorene Wernke

ARTISTIC STAFF
Philip Brunelle, Artistic Director
Sigrid Johnson, Associate Conductor
Charles Kemper, Accompanist

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary Ann Aufderheide, Executive Director
Robert Graham, Education Manager and Music Librarian
Sharon Hodge, Communications Specialist
Laura Holst, Development and Marketing Associate
Kimberly Meisten, Director of Community Engagement
Patricia Starks-Faggétt, Accounting Manager
Joel Swearingen, Operations Manager and  

Executive Assistant
Amanda Timmer, Education Manager for ¡Cantaré!  

in Rochester
Katrina Wallmeyer, Director of Development  

and Communications
Elissa Weller, Grants and Special Events Manager

VOCALESSENCE  
MISSION STATEMENT
VocalEssence champions choral music of all genres, 
celebrating the vocal experience through innovative 
concerts, commissions, and community  
engagement programs.

facebook.com/vocalessence 
twitter.com/vocalessencemn
linkedin.com/company/vocalessence

VOCALESSENCE
1900 Nicollet Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403
612-547-1451
vocalessence.org
VocalEssence is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

VOCALESSENCE  
46TH SEASON SPONSORS

This activity is made possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts 
Board Operating Support grant, thanks to a 
legislative appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund, and a grant from the 
Wells Fargo Foundation Minnesota.

Albrecht Family Foundation
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
MAHADH Fund of HRK Foundation
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation
Peravid Foundation
Philip and Katherine Nason Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation
Piper Family Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation
Rodney and Barbara Burwell Foundation
R C Lilly Foundation
The Wallin Foundation


