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September 14, 2008 
Garrison Keillor hosts the VocalEssence 
40th Birthday Party at Orchestra Hall—
including a performance by the University 
of Minnesota Marching Band.
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October 17, 2008
Sold out days in advance, a line 
forms hours before the performance 
to purchase standing room tickets to 
Musique de France at the Cathedral 
of Saint Paul.
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June 2009
The VocalEssence/Eric Whitacre 
weekend of events made the  
cover of “The Voice,” Chorus 
America’s nationally-distributed 
magazine. 
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December 2008
El Nino de los Andes  
(The Child of the Andes) by 
Ecuadorian composer Diego 
Luzuriaga premieres at 
Welcome Christmas.
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Dear Friends, 

Our 40th anniversary season started strong and finished 
stronger! From the University of Minnesota Marching Band to 
a 90-school Minnesota High School Honors Choir to a grand 
finale concert with six other professional choirs, VocalEssence 
offered something for everyone this year. Look for many of our 
season highlights scattered throughout the annual report.

Rather than present a retrospective of previous successes, this 
season we commissioned and premiered new music for every 
concert. These commissions included not only American 
composers, but also three composers from Mexico and one 
from Ecuador. Our Mexican friends helped us inaugurate a 
groundbreaking new program – ¡Cantare! – by exploring the 
music and culture of Mexico and bringing it into schools and the 
community.

Despite the sharp economic downturn in the fourth quarter 
of 2008, strong audience attendance and robust ticket sales 
helped us end the year in a solid position. We especially want to 
recognize our donors — corporate, foundation and individual 
— who, through their generosity, have allowed us to move 
optimistically into the coming year. While financial gifts and 
ticket sales are important to the health of our organization, we 
also want to recognize our 200-plus volunteers who provided 
countless hours of support to VocalEssence throughout the year. 
We are proud to acknowledge ALL our supporters this year!

What a year VocalEssence has had – 40 years strong and still 
engaging audiences and the community in exciting ways. Here’s 
to many, many more!

		  — Dorene Wernke, Board President 2008-2009
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In 1969, VocalEssence was founded with the idea that there was so 
much more choral music to celebrate than just the “top 10” well-
known masterpieces. Over the past 40 years, VocalEssence has 
demonstrated an unwavering commitment to today’s composers, 
commissioning an astounding 117 new works. Our audiences have 
made history attending first performances of music that has come to 
life at concerts with more than 130 world premieres to date.
 
In celebration of our 40th Anniversary Season, we made a special 
effort to commission new music, working with marvelous composers, 
soloists, and our friends in the choral music community in the 
creation of six world premieres. Kitty Brazelton, a past participant 
in our Essentially Choral program for composers wrote the jubilant 
“O JOY!” for the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers, which premiered 
at our 40th Anniversary Birthday Party with Garrison Keillor in 
September. 

The VocalEssence Chorus & Ensemble Singers remembered the 
Holocaust in November with Lawrence Siegel’s uplifting Kaddish, 
utilizing the experiences of sixteen survivors interviewed for the 
project. The centerpiece of our Welcome Christmas! concerts 
was the world premiere of El Niño de los Andes (The Child of the 
Andes), written for VocalEssence by Ecuadorian composer Diego 
Luzuriaga, a past winner of the annual Welcome Christmas! Carol 
Contest. With music inspired by Andean melodies, this semi-staged 
Christmas cantata called for six soloists and choir with instrumental 
accompaniment by native Andean instruments.
 
In March, choral music superstar Eric Whitacre joined VocalEssence 
for a sold-out weekend of events, culminating with the Eric 
Whitacre Extravaganza at Orchestral Hall. The VocalEssence 
Ensemble Singers joined by special guests The St. Olaf Choir, 
performed the much anticipated world premiere of Nox Aurumque 
(Night and Gold), a companion piece to the composer’s famous Lux 
Aurumque (Light and Gold). 
 
With over 500 voices on stage, the VocalEssence 40th Anniversary 
Season concluded in May with Everybody Sing! Our friends from 
Kantorei, Magnum Chorum, Minnesota Chorale, National Lutheran 
Choir, The Singers, and Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus joined the 
VocalEssence Chorus & Ensemble Singers for the world premiere of 
Dominick Argento’s The Choirmaster’s Burial. The Minnesota native 
and Pulitzer Prize-winning composer was the very first composer 
ever commissioned by VocalEssence — with the 1974 premiere of 
Jonah and the Whale.

VocalEssence celebrates 40th anniversary with a wealth of world premieres

Above: Philip Brunelle conducted the world premiere of Kaddish: 
Music of Remembrance and Hope.

Below: Eric Whitacre directed the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers and 
The St. Olaf Choir in the premiere of his Nox Aurumque.

May 3, 2009
Everybody sang to conclude 
the season with over 500 
singers on stage performing 
the world premiere of 
Dominick Argento’s “The 
Choirmaster’s Burial.” 
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2008-2009 Commissions & Premieres

	 Kitty Brazelton	 O JOY!
	 Garrison Keillor	 The Runaway Choir 2008
	 Richard Rodney Bennett	 My Dancing Day
	L awrence Siegel	 Kaddish: Music of Remembrance and Hope 		
	 Scott Ethier	 A Mother’s Carol 
		  (Welcome Christmas Carol Contest winner)
	 Peter Hilliard	 Christ’s Nativity
		  (Welcome Christmas Carol Contest winner)

	 Diego Luzuriaga	 El Niño de los Andes (The Child of the Andes)
	 Eric Whitacre	 Nox Aurumque
	 Dominick Argento	 The Choirmaster’s Burial

¡Cantaré! Premieres

	 Jorge Córdoba Valencia	 Aleluya!
	 Jorge Córdoba Valencia	 Imágenes del Quinto Sol
	 Jorge Córdoba Valencia	 Encontrarás a Dios
	 Sabina Covarrubias	 La Ofrenda
	 Sabina Covarrubias	 The Cloud Forest
	 Sabina Covarrubias	 La Cumbia Nieve
	 Jorge Cózatl	 Trabalenguas
	 Jorge Cózatl	 Tu Nombre
	 Jorge Cózatl	 Stiidxa Binni Záa
	 Jorge Cózatl	 Xtoles/K’ay yum K’in/Canto al Sol
		  /Song to the Sun

Dominick Argento gathered with the leaders of seven choirs, who 
premiered his piece, The Choirmaster’s Burial, in May 2009. 

From left to right:
Christopher Aspaas (Magnum Chorum)
Matthew Culloton (The Singers)
Stan Hill (Twin Cities Gay Men’s Chorus)
Kathy Saltzman Romey (Minnesota Chorale)
Axel Theimer (Kantorei)
Dominick Argento, composer
David Cherwien (National Lutheran Choir)
Philip Brunelle (VocalEssence)

¡Cantaré! celebrates Mexican culture
New this season, VocalEssence launched ¡Cantaré! to engage the 
community in the discovery, celebration, and creation of music 
from Mexican traditions of the past and present. During the 2008-
2009 school year, Mexican composers Jorge Córdoba Valencia, 
Sabina Covarrubias, and Jorge Cózatl were in residence with 
select elementary schools, high schools, colleges, and community 
organizations. Each composer visited Minnesota three times, and 
wrote new music specifically for their choral groups. A teacher 
resource guide helped classroom teachers address the social, historical, 
and cultural contexts of Mexican choral music. 

The resulting May concert at Orchestra Hall was a rousing success 
with nearly 600 singers on stage and 2000 community members in 
the audience. The Honorable Mexican Consul Ana Luisa Fajer Flores 
commented on the concert, “It was so wonderful; words are really not 
enough to express my gratitude, and Mexico’s and Mexicans’ gratitude 
to what you have accomplished.” And one teacher remarked that the 
experience “took me to a new level of what I thought was possible. It 
was, by far, the most challenging thing that I have conducted.”

May 12, 2009
Composers bow to a standing-
ovation crowd at the inaugural 
VocalEssence ¡Cantaré! 
Community Concert 
Celebration at Orchestra Hall.
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Jorge Córdoba Valencia, Sabina Covarrubias, and Jorge Cózatl
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VocalEssence Ensemble Singers tour England, keep in touch with tour blog

In January 2009, the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers embarked on a 
tour of England, giving six well-received public concerts in Oxford, 
Birmingham, London, Cambridge and Ely. The 10-day tour included 
an engagement in one of the world’s most famous churches, King’s 
College Chapel in Cambridge, an Inauguration Day concert at St. 
John’s, Smith Square in London, and an in-studio collaboration with 
the BBC Singers honoring choral conductor Stephen Cleobury.  The 
group kept in touch with friends and fans via the new VocalEssence 
blog; here are excerpts from their personal reflections on the tour as 
it progressed.

Friday, January 16, 2009
Greetings from England! Tonight we had our first rehearsal at the 
University Church of St. Mary the Virgin in Oxford, where our first 
concert takes place on Saturday—it was so cold inside that many 
of us wore our coats throughout the rehearsal. I will definitely wear 
thicker socks tomorrow! —Brock Metzger, tenor

Saturday, January 17, 2009
Today, at the famous Bodleian Library of Oxford University, we saw 
Handel’s original conductor’s score of Messiah, and the scratched out 
hymn from the British comedy “The Vicar of Dibley.”  

The concert included mostly American music and was a hit—
including an encore! It was a wonderful beginning to our trip. 		
			   —Karen Wilkerson, alto

Sunday, January 18, 2009
With the sunlit spires of Oxford in our rearview mirror, the 
Ensemble Singers trundled off to Birmingham today. We sang in 
the Birmingham Town Hall, an acoustically bright and forgiving 
space that has premiered many famous works in its 175 year history, 
including Mendelssohn’s Elijah—Mendelssohn was once the Town 
Hall organist! It was a great honor to perform there, and we are 
looking forward to continuing on with this wonderful tour.  
			   —Eric Bartlett, bass

Monday, January 19, 2009
Tonight some of the Ensemble Singers went with Maestro Brunelle 
to the BBC radio station for a live radio performance on the BBC3 
classical music program “In Tune” with the ever-so-charming host 
Sean Rafferty. He especially loved our rendition of that old Shaker 
tune “Simple Gifts.” —Nick Barootian, tenor

The Ensemble Singers gather for a “photo op” in front of Big Ben.

January 20, 2009
“Inauguration Day from the 
UK,” the Ensemble Singers 
concert at St. John’s Smith 
Square, London, airs on 
Minnesota Public Radio.
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Tuesday, January 20, 2009 
It has been a very exciting day in London—people are really keen 
to celebrate President Obama’s inauguration. Our all-American 
repertoire concert was sung beautifully by the Ensemble Singers (as 
they have sung throughout the tour—really extraordinary singing!) 
I felt this evening an extra sense of emotion in the singing as they 
performed this music, and thought of the events in Washington D.C. 	
			   —Artistic Director Philip Brunelle

Wednesday, January 21, 2009
Didn’t have time to blog yesterday; I was busy producing our 
VocalEssence broadcast from St. John’s, Smith Square in London. 
This can be highly glamorous. Take, for example, the improvised 
recording studio in my tiny hotel room where I had to pre-record 
some announcements before the concert. Pillows around the 
microphone reduce the echo sound in the room. The toilet paper 
rolls just happened to stack up to the right height to place the 
microphone! —Minnesota Public Radio’s John Birge

 
Thursday, January 22, 2009
Just yesterday we had a very smart noontime concert at St. Giles 
Cripplegate in Central London. I think we must be generating some 
buzz because our audiences seem to be becoming more sizable and 
responsive at every concert we give. —Anders Eckman, tenor

Thursday, January 22, 2009
For many of us, sitting in King’s College Chapel listening to 
Evensong may have been a once in a lifetime evening…but 
tomorrow WE will have the rare and exciting opportunity to share 
our beautiful music there! 	 —Diane Fernald, alto 

Friday, January 23, 2009 
If you’ve never sung in King’s College Chapel before, imagine 
touching a match to a gas stove—just one note, and our voices lit 
the air and blazed. The group was tight, we were high with the 
excitement of where we were, and Philip beamed that high-wattage 
grin only Philip has. When the vaulted fan ceiling finally stopped 
ringing, the audience erupted in whistles and cheers. 
			   —Anna George Meek, alto

Sunday, January 25, 2009 
Onward to the BBC studios at Maida Vale for rehearsal and a 
performance with the BBC Singers, honoring the 60th birthday of 
Stephen Cleobury, their conductor laureate. Together the groups 
performed Richard Strauss’s Deutsche Motette. With over 60 singers 
and four soloists performing a vocal high-wire act, the work is a 
veritable “wall of sound”! It was a once-in-a-lifetime experience for 
our singers and the audience! —Mary Ann Pulk, Managing Director

Above: An improvised recording studio in John Birge’s hotel room 

Below: King’s College Chapel — “just one note, and our voices  
lit the air and blazed”
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Through the annual WITNESS School Program, VocalEssence 
reached out to 45 partner schools by placing thirteen Teaching 
Artists in classrooms at little or no cost to the schools — impacting 
a total of 3,349 students in 149 classrooms! This year’s program 
revolved around Martin Luther King, Jr.’s dedication to peaceful 
resistance. As the VocalEssence WITNESS concert featured jazz 
pianist and composer Dr. Billy Taylor, his work Peaceful Warrior 
became the centerpiece of the WITNESS School Program. 

The students studied Martin Luther King, Jr. and Dr. Taylor’s music 
in the classroom with the Teaching Artists, and then traveled to 
Ordway Center for the WITNESS Young People’s Concerts. There 
they heard excerpts from Peaceful Warrior performed by Sanford 
Moore, a jazz trio, and the VocalEssence Chorus.

Two very talented students were selected to participate in the 
concerts, reciting excerpts from the text of Peaceful Warrior. They 
also spoke to employees at Travelers in Saint Paul and addressed 
the General Mills Annual MLK Holiday Breakfast. Another 
young student, Kenjin Capers, wrote such an inspiring blog that 
VocalEssence invited him backstage to meet Dr. Taylor in person. 
“The music written by Dr. Billy Taylor is truly astounding …. the 
way he blends the music is almost an inhuman blend of notes — it is 
truly transfixing to listen to.”

Following the Young People’s Concerts, a teacher from Hancock-
Hamline Elementary School remarked, “I enjoyed the looks on 
students’ faces when they recognized what they had learned in class 
while they listened to the concert.” 

Talented Tenth Apprentice Program 
Ten students from South High School also performed on the 
WITNESS concert through the VocalEssence Talented Tenth 
Apprentice Program. They worked closely with Teaching Artist 
Ginger Commodore and then participated in dress rehearsals 
with VocalEssence. As one student noted, “I feel that singing with 
VocalEssence has given me something to look forward to in my 
future and something to aspire to be in. My musicianship was 
improved by just sitting in on the rehearsal with the big group and 
being conducted by Mr. Brunelle!”

2008-2009 WITNESS 
Partner Schools

Bancroft Elementary
Barton Open School
Battle Creek
Birch Grove Elementary
Boys Totem Town
Brooklyn Center Jr. High
Buffalo Arts Magnet
Burnsville High
Dayton’s Bluff
Excell Academy
Four Seasons A+ Elementary
Franklin Music Magnet
Fred Moore Middle
Friends School of Minnesota
Fowell Middle School
Galtier Elementary
Glen Lake Elementary
Hancock-Hamline Magnet
Harrison Education Center
Jenny Lind Elementary
Jefferson Community
Linwood A+ Elementary
Lyndale Community
Maplewood Middle School
Marion W. Savage Elementary
Mississippi Magnet
Partnership Academy
Plymouth Christian Youth Center
Ramsey International Fine Arts
Rockford Elementary
Sanford Middle
Sojourner Truth Academy
St. Peter Claver Catholic
St. John’s Catholic School
St. Elizabeth Seton Catholic
Stonebridge Community School
Twin Cities Academy
Valley View Elementary
World Cultures Magnet
Yinghua Academy

WITNESS honors Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. with Dr. Billy Taylor’s Peaceful Warrior

February 15, 2009
Jazz legend Dr. Billy Taylor and his trio 
join VocalEssence to honor Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr., performing Dr. Taylor’s 
Peaceful Warrior.
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After blogging about how listening to Peaceful Warrior moved him, 
Kenjin Capers (a student at Birch Grove Elementary in Brooklyn 
Park) was invited to meet Dr. Billy Taylor in person at the WITNESS 
concert.

Tre’ana Mullins (a student at Sanford Middle School in 
Minneapolis) was selected to recite words from Peaceful 
Warrior for audiences at Ordway Center for the Performing 
Arts and other WITNESS-related events.

Five WITNESS Teaching Artists performed 
a “choral reading” at a luncheon held in 
November 2008 introducing the annual 
WITNESS program to the community.

From left to right:
Danielle Daniel
Ginger Commodore
Rose McGee
Larry Sims
Louis Porter II

2008-2009 WITNESS 
Teaching Artists
Timothy Berry, musician
Patricia Brown, dancer/choreographer
Ginger Commodore, singer/songwriter
Beverly Cottman, storyteller
Danielle Daniel, creative writer/storyteller
Walter Griffin, photographer
Kelechi Jaavaid, writer/poet/actor
Rose McGee, storyteller/poet/playwright
Louis Porter II, memoirist/poet
T. Mychael Rambo, singer/actor
Anita Ruth, conductor/musical director
Larry Sims, trumpeter
Roxane Wallace, dancer/choreographer
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Eric Whitacre festival a highlight of the season

Choral superstar Eric Whitacre made an enormous impact on 
Minnesota high school and college students when he visited 
VocalEssence in March 2009 to conduct a festival of his own music, 
culminating in a sold-out concert at Orchestra Hall. The festival was 
produced by VocalEssence in partnership with The St. Olaf Choir 
and American Choral Directors Association of Minnesota.

One hundred sixty singers from 90 Minnesota high schools were 
selected to sing in Minnesota High School Honors Choir, created 
expressly for the festival. Over a three-day period, Eric Whitacre 
worked directly with these students as well as the 75-voice St. Olaf 
Choir and the VocalEssence Chorus & Ensemble Singers. The high 
school students also interacted with St. Olaf Choir conductor Anton 
Armstrong, VocalEssence associate conductor Sigrid Johnson, and 
Philip Brunelle.

Overwhelmed by the experience, many students posted comments 
on their performance when the video of it was uploaded to the 
VocalEssence YouTube Channel. One said, “I sang in this concert 
and I have to say it was one of the best experiences of my life. 
Working with Eric Whitacre all weekend was amazing. He truly is 
an amazing composer as well as being a genuinely nice guy.” Another 
commented, “It was beyond anything I’ve ever dreamed of doing.”

Eric considers working with young singers to be a calling. “As a 
vocation, it is essential to constantly bring young people into one of 
the great human experiences, singing together.”  While in Minnesota, 
he also led a Community Sing for adults in partnership with 
MacPhail Center for Music, further expanding the impact of the 
festival weekend.

March 22, 2009
Fans traveled from 26 states, 
Canada, Mexico, and Japan 
to attend the sold-out Eric 
Whitacre Extravaganza at 
Orchestra Hall.
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A full house for the Community Sing 
at MacPhail Center for Music 

The Minnesota High School Honors Choir, wearing their signature 
festival T-shirts, rehearse with Eric Whitacre. 

High school and college students sing with VocalEssence under 
Eric’s leadership.
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Technology helps VocalEssence get the word out

Facebook page
VocalEssence joined the social media revolution this season with the creation of a 
Facebook “fan page.” The fan page allows VocalEssence to connect directly to fans 
around the world—promoting upcoming events and special offers, as well as sharing 
videos and photos. View the page and become a fan at: 
www.facebook.com/vocalessence.
 
YouTube Channel
Launched in January 2009, the VocalEssence YouTube.com channel attracted 
world-wide attention in April with the world premiere performance video of Eric 
Whitacre’s Nox Aurumque. VocalEssence videos have been viewed over 75,000 times 
to date—helping to introduce VocalEssence to choral music lovers around the world. 
View all of the VocalEssence performance videos at www.youtube.com/vocalessence. 
 
Flickr & Blogspot
Although the VocalEssence Ensemble Singers have toured extensively in the past, 
the creation of a tour blog and online photo albums allowed the group to share in 
the excitement of the trip. With daily blog postings written by different members of 
the Ensemble Singers, VocalEssence fans, friends, and family members were able to 
virtually participate in the tour. Visit the tour blog at:  vocalessence.blogspot.com. 
In addition, a daily photo album posted on Flickr allowed a behind-the-scenes look at 
the day’s adventures. View photo albums from the tour and other performances at: 
www.flickr.com/photos/vocalessence.

Podcasts
For many years, VocalEssence has sent advance program notes to season ticket 
subscribers, allowing them to learn more about the performance they were about to 
see. While the advance program notes continued, this season they were supplemented 
with the addition of audio and visual podcasts available to all patrons on the 
VocalEssence website. These short segments included samples of the music as well as 
interviews with composers and performers about each performance. 

Eric Whitacre Extravaganza download card
For the first time ever, VocalEssence made it possible to purchase a live concert 
recording, available to download online only 48 hours following the performance. 
Attendees of Eric Whitacre Extravaganza were able to purchase an online download 
card, giving them a unique code used to log in to the soundtrax.com website. Once 
logged in, the patron could download the entire performance to their computer and 
then could copy it to an actual CD if they chose to do so. The download cards were 
also made available to the general public via the VocalEssence website.
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VocalEssence gratefully acknowledges all 
those who made gifts between  
July 1, 2008 & June 30, 2009.
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Jerry & Cathie Fischer
Barbara Forster
Gus Gedatus & Lucien Justin
Robert & Leslie Goodale
Susan & Barry Graceman
Phil & Laura Holst
Doug & Kerry Hoverson, Saint Thomas 

Academy
	 matched by Ameriprise Financial
Vivian & Mary Jones
Michael & Bonnie Jorgensen
Michael Knoll
Chuck & Jill Koosmann
Michael & Deborah Laub
Edward & Patricia Lindell
Anne E. Lowe
Steve Lund
Ray & Elsie Martin
Mary Bigelow McMillan
Kimberly Meisten
Jonathan & Martha Morgan
Elizabeth Myers
Nick Nash & Karen Lundholm
Dr. & Mrs. Ahmad Orandi
Doug & Jean Parish
Joan Parsons
Richard & Jeanne Patterson
Arnold & Lois Rholl
Estelle Quinn Sell
Gale Sharpe
Charles Stanhope
Evelyn T. Struthers
Richard & Vivian Stuck
Bill & Bryce TenBroek
Gedney & Emily Anne Tuttle
U.S. Bancorp Matching Gift Program±
Paul & Elissa Weller
Lynn Hilary Westrom
Zabin Charitable Fund at the Boston 

Foundation

ARTIST
Gifts of $100-$249

Anonymous
Mary Adair & Gerald Jorgenson
	 matched by General Mills
Douglass Addison
Airports Council International North 

America
Meredith B. Alden
Richard & Jane Allen
Joyce L. Anderson
Lorrayne Anderson
Quentin & Mary Anderson
Rolan & Muriel Anderson

2008-2009 contributor circle
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Anton E. Armstrong, D.M.A.
Mary Baremore & Roberta Cordano
Michael Barone
Jennifer Bauer
Jo Beld
John & Barbara Benson
Jill & Jason Bisping
Blue Cross Blue Shield±
Karen Bohn & Gary Surdel
Lucile Adams Brink
Christopher Brunelle & Serena Zabin
Dorothea Burns
Annabelle Bush
Joan Campbell
Richard & Mari Carlson
Mary Lou Judd Carpenter
Norman R. & Janet Carpenter
Elizabeth Childs & Todd Larson
Rusty & Burt Cohen
Jim & Sarah Colville
David Colwell
Ted & Carol Cushmore
Steve & Judy Drobeck
Caron & Floyd Farmer
Mike & Patty Feeney
Gerald T. Flom
Gerald Foley
John & Priscilla Folin
Gloria Freeman
Ray & Marcia Giske
Katharine Grant & Keith Rodli
Roger Hale & Nor Hall
Tor & Sunny Hansen
John & Sarah Henrich
James & LaVonne Herbert
Gordon & Nita Howell
Pat & Bob Hoyt
Dr. William & Hella Hueg
Thelma Hunter
Ruth Kelly Hustad
Harry & Lila Jacob
Mary Janda*
Steve & Susan Jasinski
Maria Jette
Brian Kent Johnson
Ted & Amy Johnson
	 matched by Ameriprise Financial
Michael C. Jordan
Karen Lovgren Kennedy
Jan & Tom Kilton
Anthony Kiorpes & Farrel Rich
David & Mary Beth Koehler
Paul & Barbara Laederach
Mark & Susan Larson
Iris M. Larson
Stephen & Marilyn Lawrence
Diana J. Leland
Ken & Jean Linwick
Jan & Charlie Lloyd
J. Thomas & Helen Lockhart
Paul Lohman
Sarah Lutman
John & Caroline MacWherter
Abdulla & Tahera Mamdani
Ben Manning
Bill Marshall & Margaret Shreves
Jan Mattox
Harry McNeely
Brock Metzger
Russ & Jan Michaletz
Paul & Barbara Mikelson
Craig & Judy Moen

David E. & Mary Jo Monson
Michael & Rosanne Monten
Alfred Moore
Earl & Lois Mosiman
Elizabeth Murray
Peter & Karla Myers
Jim & Merilu Narum
Laura J. Nelson
Lowell & Sonja Noteboom
Alan Onberg
Stephen & Patty Paulus
Kyle & Katie Pederson
William & Carolyn Penny
Nicholas Peter
Daniel & Nancy Peterson
Joan Dunbar-Plauda & Owen Plauda
Richard K. Power
Curtis & Shirley Ramlet
James & Susan Ramlet
Lois Rand
Lisa Reed
Gary & Pam Reierson
Brian D. & Barbara Ruhl
Earl S. & Barbara Flanagan Sanford Fund  

of The Minneapolis Foundation
Ann Sather & Jeff Stone
Paul & Camille Schroeder
Paul & Diane Schroeder
Ann Schrooten
Mari & Michael Scott
Leon O. Shaw
Sue Shepard & Don Helgeson
Larry Siegel
Jim & Carol Simonson
Gaius* & Ann Slosser
William & Marcelyn Smale
Robert C. Smith
Carol Southward
Gordon & Dee Sprenger
Brent Stahl
Arturo Steely
Belva Stevenson & Russell Richards
Judy Orr Stinson
John & Marcia Stout
Annika Lister Stroope & Jeremy A. West
Patrick, Mariah & Eleanore Tarry
Josiah Telschow
Joe & Jean Thompson
Jean Thomson & John Sandbo
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans±
Philip & Joanne Von Blon
Elaine B. Walker
Lorin Walter
Clifton & Bettye Ware
David & Ruth Waterbury
John Westrom
Ted & Nancy Weyerhaeuser
Gary & Karen Wilkerson
W. Maurine Wilson
Mike & Donna Wolsted
John & Julie Worden 
Greg & Cynthia Youtz
Louis* & Ann Zelle

PERFORMER
Gifts up to $99

Anonymous
Christian & Barbara Anderson
Richard O. Anderson, MD
Kathryn Hagen & Tom Anderson

Anne Attea
BAE Systems±
Kevin Bailey
Carol Barnett & John Tartaglia
William & Frances Belford
Sharon Sayles Belton & Steve Belton
Jeanne Bengston
Vera Benzel
Lois Berens
Kelly & Shennon Black
Steve Blank
Hannah Bolt
Laura Broadhead
Dorene Bruns
Terry Burford
Maria Campo
Bonnie Carlsen
Richard & Marcia Carthaus
Bill & Sally Centner
Richard W. & Jean Illsley Clarke
Charles Cline
Marion Colliander
Christina Connelly
Luis Contreras Ruiz
Mark & Geralyn Conty
Alfredo Zarate & Kristiana Corona
Susan G. Crawford
Denise Nordling Cronin
Joe & Roxanne Cruz
Bill & Ruth Davini
Mark Dickinson
Judith Diffley
Margaret E. Durham
Anders Eckman
Karen Esbjornson
Geneva Eschweiler
Brendan Foote
	 matched by Ameriprise Financial
Jim & Susan Goes
Laurence & Elna Goodspeed
Kathleen Grammer
Russell & Enid Griffin
Tim & Joanne Griffin
Whitney & Gary Hanson
James C. Hardman
Dennis Hauck
Dee & Wilfried Hein
John & Constance Henderson
Richard P. Hoffman
David Hoyt
	 matched by Ameriprise Financial
IBM Corporation±
Jerome Jallo
Ross Janke
Marjorie Jerpbak
Ann Johnson
Daniel Johnson
James P. Johnson
Mark Johnson
Phyllis Johnson
Bill & Jan Kimes
Sandra Klapperich
Rachel Knutzen
Igor Kojanov & Natalia Kojanova
Arnie & Donna Kolstad
Leonard Lampert & Trudy Hanus
Theodore & Kathryn Lee
	 matched by BAE Systems
Virginia Lindow
Marita & Brian Link
Charles & Hertha Lutz
Betty & Boyd Mast

Josh Mathews
Anna George Meek & Matt Gladue
Glen & Orlando Meyer
Marion Dwyer Miller
Carolyn J. Mitchell
Rebecca & Keith Modert
Judy Nelson
Dan & Jean Netko
Ryan & Kelly Newell
Alice Park Newman
Dick & Hazel Newman
Jeremy & Sarah Nichols
Nancy Noonan
Sally Nyhus
Steve Odland
Milo Oien-Rochat
Joe Okell
Glad & Baiba Olinger
Dorothy & Bob Ollmann
Garnet Olson
Gail Onan
Ross & Joann Paden
Emily Paulson
Jane Pedelty
Mrs. George Peer
Rebecca Porter
Sandra Potter
Roger Prestwich
Virginia Puzak
Wayne & Deanna Qualley
James & Bettyann Redeske
Dave & Sigrid Redpath
Jenny Rissman
Mort & Rosemarie Ryweck
Margaret & Matthew Sabin
David Spiegel & Coral Sampson
Thomas Sando
Jeff Sartain & Mark Sedio
Roy & Shirley Sather
Luke Schleder
Mary Alice Sell
Nancy Simmons
John & Dee Slawson
Douglas & Sally Snyder
Daniel V. Sola
Curt & Louise Speller
Jordan Sramek
William H. Stump
Evelyn Swanson
Judy Takkunen
Sonja Tengblad
Johnson & Judith Anderson Thistle
Thomas Tedford & Rebecca Thoman
Gene & Sally Vanden Heuvel
Katrina Vander Kooi
Greg & Emily Venell
Erika Wachholz
David & Karin Wendt
West Community Partnership Program
Gervaise Westerman
Robert Wetzler
Carolyn White
Alex & Marguerite Wilson
Michael Winikoff
Jean Wylie
Louise Ziegler
Daniel Zillmann
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2008–2009 Financials

VocalEssence Statement of Financial Activity  
for the year ending June 30, 2009. Financial 
statements represent audited figures from reports 
prepared by Carpenter Evert and Associates, Ltd.
	

INCOME

Contributed
Individual	 $582,519
Foundations	 $399,442
Corporations/Matching	 $284,526
Government	 $83,582
In-kind	 $46,645
Performance Income	 $416,972
Investment Loss	 ($241,220)
Interest & Dividend Income	 $30,186
Other Income	 $1,148
Total Contributed Income	  $1,603,800 
	
Earned 	
Performance Revenue	 $388,264
Recordings Income	 $28,708
Investment/Other income	 ($211,034)
Total Earned Income	  $205,938 
	
Total income	 $1,809,738

	
ExpenseS	
Education	 $302,985
Artistic	 $1,050,699
Development/Fundraising	 $253,053
General/Management	 $168,835
Special Projects 	 $109,504
International Tour Expenses	 $216,980
Total expenses	  $2,102,056 
	

Notes: VocalEssence experienced an overall net loss in 
2008-2009 due to a decline in the value of our investment 
portfolio, a draw from our Endowment Fund to support 
a fundraising campaign, and a draw from our Artistic 
Advancement Fund to support an international tour. 
Operations ended the year with a surplus of $6,872.

International Tour 
Expenses 10%

Special Projects 5%

General/Management 8%

Fundraising  
12%

Artistic  50%

Education  15%

Interest/Other
Income 2% Individual 

31%

Foundations  
22%

Corporate/Matching Gifts/In-Kind
18%

Performance/Recording 
Revenue 23%

Government 4%

INCOME

ExpenseS
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2008–2009annual report

In 2008-2009 there were 216 
active volunteers supporting 
VocalEssence activities. Not 
including volunteer chorus 
rehearsals, volunteers served a 
total of 821.5 hours. 
 
Independent Sector, a 
nonprofit organization, 
estimates the value of 
volunteer time for 2008 to be 
$20.25 per hour, putting the 
total value of our volunteer 
time at almost $17,000. 

Steve Aggergaard*
AnnaLisa Anderson*
Barb Anderson*
Chris Anderson
Marilyn Anderson
Rolan Anderson
Tim Anderson*
Erin Elizabeth Anhut*
Christina Arndt
Amy Ault*
Kevin L. Bailey*
Mary Baremore*
Nick Barootian*
Eric Bartlett*
Lydia K. Beattie*
Jo Michelle Beld*
Shannon Berns*
Renee Biegler
Mary Binger
Jill Bisping*
Bjorn Bjorklund*
Anne-Marie Black*
Steve Blank*
Hannah Bolt*
Matt Bradley
Laura Broadhead*
Emily Bruce*
Richard Buchholz*
Karen Burger*
Steve Burger*
Valerie Burges
Phyllis Campbell
Patty Cameron
Mary Lou Carpenter
Rick Cedergren*
Nick Chalmers
Kym Chambers*
Natalie Christenson
Steve Clark
Ann Cole
Jack Cole
David Colwell
Joan Colwell
Levi Comstock
Christina Connelly*
Mark Conty*
Megan Conty
Bonnie Cox
Jim Cox
Deric W. Craig*
Randall Davidson
Heather DeAtley
Katie Doan
Martha Driessen
Judy Drobeck*
Anders Eckman*
Renee Eickstadt
B.J. Elenbaas
Don Elstad
Sara Elstad
Karen Esbjornson*
Diane Fernald*
Benjamin Fink*
Brendan Foote*
Ryan French*
Amanda Frie
Dick Garrett
Jon B. Gathje*
Gustav Mark Gedatus*
Robert Gensch*
Bob Gerber
Jamall Gordon

Susan Govern
Tim Griffin*
Kristina M. Guiffre*
Becky Gullickson
Angelique D. Hackett*
Whitney Hanson*
Ann Harding
Peter Heeringa
Dee Hein*
Jaclyn Held
John R. Henrich*
Sarah Henrich
Daphne Hoff
Art Hogenson
Donna Hogenson
Ede Holmen
Emma Hovel*
Doug Hoverson*
Mary Hunt
Ross Janke*
Amy Johnson*
Ann Johnson*
Daniel Johnson*
Jerry Johnson*
Karne Johnson
Peter Johnson*
Phillip Johnson*
Ted Johnson*
Tim Johnson
Charles Kemper*
Jan Kilton*
Stacey Kilton*
Brian King*
Kaia Klockeman*
Michael Knoll*
Rachel Knutzen*
Kartra Kohl*
Eleanor Kowalczyk
Alanna Bach Kucera*
Sue Lee
Lori R. Lewis*
Nikki Lewis
Jake Leibold*
Ann K. Lindquist*
Brian Link*
Marita J. Link*
Sarah Jane Louden*
Anne Lowe
Jeanne Lowe
Philip Lowry*
Emily Lundeen*
Mindy Macy
Ben Manning
Elsie Martin
Patty Martinson
Josh Mathews*
Kent Matson
Nicholas Mattsson*
Dan Maturen
John McCarty*
Ned McCraine
Brad McNaught
Anna George Meek*
Celia Martin Mejia
Jandin Mejia
Sue Merriman
Brock Metzger*
Carolyn J. Mitchell*
Luanna Mitchell
Rebecca Modert*
Evan Morud*
Kristi Mueller*

Merilu Narum*
Jeff Nelson
Jill Nelson
Laura Nelson*
Kelly Jo Newell*
Bev Norris
Donald Norris
Jamie Ohrt*
Milo Oien-Rochat*
Joseph Okell*
Krista J. Palmquist*
Jean Parish*
Tommy Parmeter
Emily Paulson*
Christina Trygstad Pederson*
Curt Phelps
Jonathan Pinkerton*
Donna Porfiri
Rebecca Porter*
Karen Powers*
Bethany Procopio*
James Ramlet*
Renee Ray
Jennifer Rissman*
Laura Robinson
Barbara Rosenberg
Brian D. Ruhl*
Roxanne Rychly
Margaret Sabin*
Coral Sampson*
Ann M. Sather*
Rick Saumer*
Luke Schleder*
Jessica Schneider
Diane Sawicki Schroeder*
Ann Schrooten*
Mari Scott*
Molly M. Sell*
Anne Seltz
Wendy Shaler
R. Craig Shulstad*
Nancy G. Simmons*
Marcelyn Smale
William B. Smale*
Robert C. Smith*
Daniel Sola*
Barbara Souther
Dawn Spande
Ruth Spiegel*
Karne St. John
James Starks
LeAnn Stein*
Judy Orr Stinson*
Emily Streeper
Annika Lister Stroope*
Judy Takkunen
Mariah Tarry*
Josiah Telschow*
Rhonda Teyette
Jessica Thiessen
Jean Thompson*
Joe Thompson
Richard Tow
Jennifer Vickerman*
Erika Wachholz*
Paul Weller
Lauren Wendt
Dorene Wernke
Karen Wilkerson*
Sharon Williams*
Aaron Williamson*
Michael Winikoff*

Loren Wolthoff
Amy Wong
Doris Wynia
Cynthia L. Youtz*
Liz Ziegler
Daniel Zillmann*

* Designates VocalEssence Ensemble 
Singers and Chorus members

Volunteer Honor Roll



2008-2009 VocalEssence  
40th Anniversary Season Sponsors

Katherine B. Andersen Fund of  The Saint Paul Foundation

Denny Fund of  The Minneapolis Foundation

Janice Marturano & Peter Thompson

Dwight D. Opperman Fund

Securian Foundation

Special Support of WITNESS


