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The Program

Angels We Have Heard on High  arr. Todd Wilson
      (1992)

Audience and Ensemble Singers:
Angels we have heard on high  
Sweetly singing o’er the plains,
And the mountains in reply
Echoing their joyous strains.
 Gloria in excelsis Deo.

  
Shepherds why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
What the gladsome tidings be
Which inspire your heav’nly song?
 Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Ensemble Singers only:
Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the newborn King.
 Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Audience and Ensemble Singers:
See Him in a manger laid
Whom the angels praise above;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
While we raise our hearts in love.
 Gloria in excelsis Deo.

Deck the Halls arr. Francisco Núñez and Jim Papoulis
             (2011)

Rudolph, the Red-nosed Reindeer Traditional 

Audience and Ensemble Singers:
         Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer had a very shiny nose.
        And if you ever saw it, you would even say it glows.
        All of the other reindeer used to laugh and call him names;
        They never let poor Rudolph join in any reindeer games.

        Then one foggy Christmas Eve, Santa came to say:
        Rudolph, with your nose so bright, won’t you guide my sleigh tonight?
        Then how the reindeer loved him as they shouted out with glee:
        Rudolph the Red-Nosed Reindeer, you’ll go down in history.  
        

Still, Still, Still arr. Norman Luboff
             (1958)

Special Thanks
Jerome and Linda Carlson
Mount Olivet Rolling Acres Staff

Please Note
Please take a moment to 
check that cell phones, 
paging devices and 
wristwatch alarms are 
turned off before the 
concert begins. Thank you!
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Ensemble Singers

Since 1991, the VocalEssence 
Ensemble Singers have thrilled 
audiences in Minnesota and 
around the world with brilliant 
choral music. An auditioned, 
professional mixed chorus, the 
Ensemble Singers shine under 
the skilled direction of Philip 
Brunelle, Sigrid Johnson, and 
Tesfa Wondemagegnehu. 
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Go Tell It on the Mountain arr. Steve Barnett 
       (1985)
Go, tell it on the mountain,
over the hills and everywhere.
Go, tell it on the mountain
that Jesus Christ is born.

While shepherds kept their watching
o’er silent flocks by night,
beyond, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light.

The shepherds feared and trembled
when lo, above the earth
rang out the angel chorus
that hailed our Savior’s birth!

Down in a lonely manger
the humble Christ was born,
and God sent us salvation
that blessed Christmas morn.

Sound Over All Waters William Malpede
      (2013)

Sleep, Holy Infant, Sleep Dave Brubeck
from La Fiesta de la Posada (1975)

Sleep, holy Infant, sleep, holy Child.
Thy light has filled our darkness.
Angels herald Thy birth.
Shepherds run from the field.
Wise men cross the barren earth.
Thou art Christ revealed.

Sleep, holy Infant, sleep, holy Child.
Hark to sweet Mary’s voice;
Hear her tenderly sing.
All the earth shall now rejoice! 

Behold! The Holy One Dave Brubeck
from La Fiesta de la Posada (1975)

Behold! Behold the star that’s like a sun!
It lights our path, so quickly we must run
And spread the news, spread the news!
The angels say He’s here! He’s near! He is the holy One!

He is the holy One! The holy Son of God!
God is born in Bethlehem!
The prophecies of old, His coming foretold:
The holy Song of God!

And a star burning bright shone day and night
Upon the Son of God.
And a world once fearful, dark and tearful,
Now in joy does sing to welcome the King!

The angels on high all sing to glorify the holy Son of God!
God is born in Bethlehem!
Now the God of all creation gave to us salvation;
Through this holy birth sent joy to all the earth.
He is the promised One, the long awaited Song of God!

Silent Night  Traditional

Audience and Ensemble Singers:
         Silent night! Holy night!
        All is calm, all is bright
        ‘Round yon virgin mother and child
        Holy infant so tender and mild
        Sleep in heavenly peace!
        Sleep in heavenly peace!

Away in a Manger Traditional

Audience and Ensemble Singers:
        Away in a manger, no crib for His bed,
        The little Lord Jesus lay down His sweet head.
        The stars in the bright sky looked down
   where He lay,
        The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The Twelve Days of Christmas English carol

Audience and Ensemble Singers:

  1 A partridge in a pear tree

  2  Two turtle doves

  3 Three French hens

  4 Four calling birds

  5 Five gold rings

  6 Six geese a-laying

  7 Seven swans a-swimming

  8 Eight maids a-milking

  9 Nine ladies dancing

  10 Ten lords a-leaping

  11 Eleven pipers piping

  12 Twelve drummers drumming



Welcome  
Christmas 

VocalEssence Chorus & Ensemble Singers 
Dan Chouinard, piano

Mariachi Mi Tierra
Philip Brunelle, conductor

Friday, December 13, 2013 at 7:30 pm
Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church,

Apple Valley

Saturday, December 14, 2013 at 7:30 pm
Colonial Church of Edina

Sunday, December 15, 2013 at 4 pm
Plymouth Congregational Church,  

Minneapolis

Tickets on sale at the door 

American Public Media and  
Classical Minnesota Public Radio present

Welcome Christmas
with host John Birge 

Tuesday, December 10 at 8 pm 
Wednesday, December 18 at 12 pm

Classical Minnesota Public Radio 
99.5 FM in the Twin Cities  

and online at classicalmpr.org

This year’s VocalEssence Welcome Christmas  

broadcast features music from our 2012 concert,  

including Laud to Nativity by Ottorino Respighi 

and our two carol contest winners: “This Night”  

by David Biedenbender and “The Christmas Bird”  

by Sheena Phillips.

This evening’s music and singing is dedicated to the 
uplifting life of Lucy Bridget Carlson

                     1974-2013

Lucy loved her family, her housemates, her staff 

and her friends. She was a singer. She was a star. 

She knew all of the lyrics to her daddy’s 

Christmas CD. She embraced people of all 

shapes, colors and capabilities. Lucy embodied 

the spirit of Christmas! This holiday concert is a 

token of appreciation for all the friendship, kind-

ness, and understanding she received from her 

peers, housemates, staff, doctors, nurses, Mount 

Olivet Rolling Acres, Choice Inc., and countless 

other people of goodwill.

 Happy Holidays and Merry Christmas 
from the Carlson family


