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Greetings! 

The VocalEssence Ensemble 

Singers, associate conductor 

Sigrid Johnson and I are 

pleased to be in Nanjing to 

share choral music of the 

USA with you. From classics 

to folksongs to spirituals this 

music represents the heart and soul of our 

country. The music and their texts offer the 

dreams of community and hope, which we 

wish to share with choral friends from 

around the world. 

 

As a choral ambassador from the United 

States we are pleased to share this music 

with you. We hope that through this 

program you will enjoy and be inspired by 

the music that we call “American.”   

 

Sincerely, 

 
Philip Brunelle 

Artistic Director and Founder 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.vocalessence.org/


 

The Program 
 

In that Great Gittin’ Up Morning         Jester Hairston 

 

Deep River                      Harry Burleigh 

 

Zuni Sunrise Song          Brent Michael Davids 

 

Camptown Races              Stephen Foster/arr. Jack Halloran 

 

Dixie             Stephen Foster/arr. Norman Luboff 

 

“I Bought Me a Cat” from Old American Songs                  Aaron Copland 

 

“The Best of All Possible Worlds” from Candide            Leonard Bernstein 

 

“Make Our Garden Grow” from Candide             Leonard Bernstein 

 

Witness             Jack Halloran 

 

                 

 

Down by the Riverside                    arr. John Rutter 

 

The Coolin’            Samuel Barber 

 

And Now the Last Cloud Drains Away                  Stephen Paulus 

 

Swing Low, Sweet Chariot             arr. Dale Adelmann 

 

When Jesus Wept                   William Billings 

 

“Credo” from The World Beloved: A Bluegrass Mass        Carol Barnett 

 

Sleep              Eric Whitacre 

 

Shenandoah                   James Erb 

 

My Soul’s Been Anchored           Moses Hogan 

  



Biographies 
 

VocalEssence Ensemble Singers 
Heralded by The Times (London) as “a superb 

American choir…an engaging group, polished, bright 

and brilliantly balanced,” the 32-voice professional 

VocalEssence Ensemble Singers, founded in 1991, are 

recognized internationally by their extensive European 

and Asian tours, broadcasts via the European 

Broadcasting Union, performances at national 

conferences of the American Choral Directors 

Association, and three invitation-only appearances at 

the World Symposium on Choral Music (1999, 2002 

and 2014), the world’s most prestigious global 

gathering of choral music. 

 

Under the direction of artistic director and founder Philip Brunelle, associate conductor Sigrid Johnson, and 

assistant artistic director Tesfa Wondemagegnehu, their sound knows no limit in style or genre. Always striving 

to create perfection in their choral sound, the Ensemble Singers perform works dating from the Baroque era to 

the modern day, approaching each musical endeavor with originality, freshness and a highly sought after sound. 

From Dominick Argento to Stephen Paulus, the Ensemble Singers have premiered a multitude of pieces written 

expressly for their voices.  

 

As ambassadors of choral music, the Ensemble Singers travel the world, but also work in outreach programs 

with schools and the amateur choral community, as well as established and emerging composers, singers and 

conductors. 

 

SOPRANO 

Jennifer Bevington 

Angela Grundstad 

Amanda Inhofer 

Margaret Sabin 

Ann L. Schrooten 

Mari M. Scott 

Carolyn M. Steele 

JoAnna Swantek 

 

ALTO 

Robin J. Helgen 

Marita Link 

Judith McClain Melander 

Anna Meek 

Clara Osowski 

Krista J. Palmquist 

Sandra Schoenecker 

Karen Wilkerson 

TENOR 

Kevin L. Bailey 

Chase Daniel Burkhart 

Anders Eckman 

Michael Fairbairn 

Robert J. Graham 

Curtis Kettler 

David Kozisek 

William Pederson 

 

BASS 

Eric Bartlett 

Steve Burger 

Deric W. Craig 

Joseph Ellickson 

Ryan French 

Seth Keeton 

Robert C. Smith 

Josiah Telschow 

  



Philip Brunelle, Artistic Director and Founder 

 

Philip Brunelle, artistic director and founder of VocalEssence, is an internationally 

renowned conductor, choral scholar and performer. Believing that listeners and musicians 

alike must experience music of many genres and styles, he has worked enthusiastically—

and tirelessly—to expand audiences for rarely heard works of the past and worthwhile new 

music. In addition, to date VocalEssence has commissioned more than 150 works. Philip 

has conducted symphonies (New York Philharmonic, Seattle Symphony, and Minnesota 

Orchestra among others) as well as choral festivals and operas on six continents. 

 

Over the past decade Philip has been deeply involved with the International Federation of 

Choral Music (IFCM). He served as president of the Sixth World Symposium on Choral 

Music held in Minneapolis (2002), was on the Artistic Committee for the Eighth 

Symposium, held in Denmark (2008), and the Ninth Symposium, held in Argentina (2011). He is a Vice 

President of the IFCM Board and served as Executive Director for the 2014 World Symposium on Choral 

Music in Seoul, South Korea. 

 

Philip holds five honorary doctorates, was invested as an Honorary Member of the Order from the British 

Empire (MBE) in 2005 for his services to music, and Commander of the Royal Norwegian Order of Merit in 

2007. He has also been honored by the governments of Sweden, Hungary, and Mexico. 

 

Sigrid Johnson, Associate Conductor 

 

As the associate conductor of VocalEssence, Sigrid Johnson is affectionately known as 

“Ears”—for her unique skill in helping develop the choral blend and balance that give the 

VocalEssence Chorus & Ensemble Singers their signature sound. She provides expert 

input in the selection of repertoire and assists throughout the audition process. Her ability 

to achieve excellence in choral blend and intonation is a priceless asset to VocalEssence. 

 

Sigrid is a member of the voice and choral faculty of St. Olaf College in Northfield, 

Minnesota, and the conductor of the Manitou Singers, St. Olaf’s 100-voice first-year 

women’s chorus. She maintains an active schedule as a guest conductor and clinician at 

choral festivals, workshops and all-state music festivals across the country. She is known internationally for her 

work with musicians at all levels, having conducted workshops in Australia, the Netherlands, Sweden and 

Finland. In August 2008, Sigrid was one of the featured lecturers for the Eighth World Symposium on Choral 

Music in Denmark, and in 2011 was featured in the Ninth World Symposium, held in Argentina. 

 

Sigrid is active in the American Choral Director’s Association, the Music Educator’s National Conference, the 

International Federation for Choral Music, and Chorus America. 
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