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Under the visionary leadership of Associate Conductor, 
G. Phillip Shoultz, III, we launched a high school choral 
arts program that revolutionizes the concept of choir and 
reflects the diversity of our community in its membership. 
This year, members of VocalEssence Singers Of This Age 
had workshops with 14 different artists representing 
a variety of artistic disciplines including: acting, 
choreography, composing, dance, hip-hop, spoken word, 
singing, music theory, and aural skills.

Through this choir, VocalEssence is awakening artistic 
expression and creativity in young people, championing 
the community-building power of group singing, and 
encouraging a wider circle of participation in the choral  
art form.

Assessment of the inaugural impact of this program found 
that participating students:

•	 Gained confidence
•	 Found a place of belonging
•	 Realized the power music has to bring  

people together

The singers took to the stage at Orchestra Hall at the 
February VocalEssence WITNESS: Of Such I Dream 
concert sharing a performance of songs inspired by the 
poetry of Langston Hughes. The year also provided other 
opportunities to perform including a community partners 
luncheon in February, an appearance in the VocalEssence 
¡Cantaré! 10th Anniversary Community Concert, and a 
special role in the evening entertainment for this year’s Gala.

LET’S TAKE A CLOSER LOOK AT VOCALESSENCE  
SINGERS OF THIS AGE (VE SOTA) IN YEAR ONE:

•	 57 students from 14 Twin Cities schools participated
•	 79% students of color
•	 More than 30% of participants identify  

as Immigrant/Newcomer/Refugee.

WHAT’S THE IMPACT ON VOCALESSENCE SINGERS OF 
THIS AGE PARTICIPANTS IN YEAR ONE?

We asked them the following questions:
How important is VE SOTA in your life?

•	 93% answered “Important”

What impact has VE SOTA made on your life?
•	 84% answered “A lot”

How likely are you to recommend VE SOTA to a friend?
•	 97% responded “Likely” 

YEAR ONE
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VocalEssence Singers Of This Age: Year One 

Under the visionary leadership of Associate Conductor, G. Phillip Shoultz, III, we have created a 
Youth Choir that revolutionizes the concept of choir and that reflects the diversity of our 
community in its membership. This year, VocalEssence Singers Of This Age (SOTA) singers had 
workshops with 14 different artists representing a variety of artistic disciplines including: acting, 
choreography, composing, dance, hip-hop, spoken word, singing, music theory, and aural skills. 

Through this choir, VocalEssence is awakening artistic expression and creativity in young people, 
championing the community-building power of group singing, and encouraging a wider circle of 
participation in the choral art form. 

Themes emerging from the focus group conducted by Strong and Starlike Consulting, Inc found 
that participating students: 

• Gained confidence 
• Found a place of belonging 
• Realized the power music has to bring people together 

The singers took to the Orchestra Hall stage in the February VocalEssence WITNESS: Of Such I 
Dream concert sharing a performance of songs inspired by the poetry of Langston Hughes and 
following the theme of dreams. The year also provided other opportunities to perform including a 
community partners luncheon in February, an appearance in the VocalEssence ¡Cantaré! 10th 
Anniversary Community Concert and a special role in the evening entertainment for this year’s 
gala. 

Let’s take a closer look at VocalEssence SOTA in Year 
One: 

• 57 students from 14 Twin Cities schools 
participated 

• More than 30% of participants identify as 
Immigrant/Newcomer/Refugee. 
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What’s the impact on VocalEssence SOTA Singers in year one? 
We asked them the following questions: 
How important is SOTA to your life? 
93% answered “Important” 
What impact has SOTA made on your life? 
84% answered “A lot” 
How likely are you to recommend SOTA to a friend? 
97% responded “Likely”  

  

 

 

Participant Quotes: 
“Choir was just an interest and something I deeply liked; but after hearing stories of many who 
rely on music for life I realized music is actually life-giving.” 
 
“Philip, Rhiannon, Gavin and Chadwick all guided us through this amazing experience and have 
made this community the loving and positive environment that it is.” 
 
“This program is amazing and I want it to continue.” 
 
“I’ve always wanted to, and now I feel I can truly express my feelings through song.”  
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VOCALESSENCE SINGERS OF THIS AGE  
PARTICIPANT QUOTES:

“Choir was just an interest and something 
I deeply liked; but after hearing stories of 
many who rely on music for life I realized 
music is actually life-giving.”

“Phillip, Rhiannon, Gavin, and Chadwick all 
guided us through this amazing experience 
and have made this community the loving 
and positive environment that it is.”

“This program is amazing and  
I want it to continue.”

“I’ve always wanted to, and now I feel I can 
truly express my feelings through song.”
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SEASON HIGHLIGHTS

Finlandia Forever
The VocalEssence Ensemble Singers 
opened the season celebrating  
the 100th Anniversary of Finland’s  
independence performing music of 
Finnish composers with Osmo Vänskä 
on clarinet, Sara Pajunen on fiddle, 
and Philip Brunelle conducting.

Bach & Bluegrass Jamboree
VocalEssence joined Monroe  
Crossing and the Minnetonka High 
School Treble Choir to perform Carol 
Barnett’s Mortals and Angels:  
A Bluegrass Te Deum.

Welcome Christmas
VocalEssence shared the spirit of the 
holiday season with four performances 
of Welcome Christmas across the  
Twin Cities.

Star of Wonder
The VocalEssence Ensemble  
Singers rang in the holiday season 
with a kid-friendly holiday concert.

VocalEssence WITNESS: Of 
Such I Dream
This year’s VocalEssence WITNESS 
Concert celebrated the life and work 
of Langston Hughes.

VocalEssence Vintage Voices
Robert Graham led VocalEssence  
Vintage Voices choirs at Trillium Woods 
in Plymouth, Sabathani Senior Center 
in Minneapolis, and the Hallie Q. Brown 
Community Center in St. Paul.

Together We Sing
The second annual VocalEssence  
Together We Sing Festival brought  
178 people from the community  
together to make music and give back.
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VOCALESSENCE OUT AND ABOUT

ACDA-MN State Conference
The VocalEssence Chorus was selected 
to be a featured choir at this year’s 
Minnesota American Choral Director’s 
Association State Conference at St. 
Andrew’s Lutheran Church in Mahtomedi, 
MN. They performed works by  
Powell, Argento, Bach, and Runestad.

Super Bowl LIVE
Members of the VocalEssence  
Ensemble Singers helped kick off  
Super Bowl LIVE festivities in  
Minneapolis with a special  
Minnesota-themed performance. Also 
on the concert was Idina Menzel.

River Songs & Tales Tour
15 members of the VocalEssence 
Ensemble Singers, along with Don 
Shelby as Mark Twain, Sara Pajunen 
on fiddle, and VocalEssence Associate 
Conductor G. Phillip Shoultz, III,  
inspired audiences in Northern  
Minnesota during a successful tour 
performing River Songs & Tales with 
Mark Twain.

GALA 2018: COME TOGETHER

Thanks to the leadership of co-chairs Ann Farrell and Jenny Wade, a 
dedicated committee, and strong community support, the VocalEssence 
Gala 2018 raised more than $400,000. This is the highest amount raised 
at a VocalEssence fundraiser in the last 14 years!

The Gala was held at the Hilton in downtown Minneapolis, a new 
venue for this event. Throughout the evening, over 620 attendees had 
a chance to visit with old friends, browse and bid at the silent auction, 
and enjoy delicious food. Guests also enjoyed an evening of musical 
entertainment provided by the VocalEssence Chorus, our new youth 
choir Singers Of This Age, and special guests The New Standards. The 
night was particularly powerful in reminding attendees of the impact 
of singing and the ways that VocalEssence provides meaningful musical 
engagement to a wide population. Gala Co-Chairs Jenny Wade and Ann Farrell
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RUTTER RETURNS 

A true delight of this season was welcoming British  
composer John Rutter back to Minnesota in the spring 
season concert Rutter Returns. The special visit included 
an exceptional evening of music at the Cathedral of Saint 
Paul, continuing a partnership VocalEssence is proud to 
have held with the Cathedral since 1981. Some of the many 
highlights of this concert included a pre-concert talk with 
Rutter, the world premiere of Rutter’s newly commissioned 
piece, “When Music Sounds”, his conducting of the second 
half of the concert featuring all his music, and guest soloist 
Marietta Simpson’s exceptional performance in Feel  
the Spirit.

“I am a big fan of John Rutter, so I greatly enjoyed 
the pre-concert discussion and then watching him 
conduct. I was also eagerly awaiting the newly  
commissioned piece, and it was fantastic!” 
	 –Concert Attendee

Also while in Minnesota, Rutter led a community sing 
for a sold-out audience of 475 singers at Plymouth 
Congregational Church. In a post-event survey, attendees 
noted their enjoyment of Rutter’s humor and declared a 
closer connection to the music after Rutter explained the 
intent and approach for each piece. Of those surveyed, 90% 
left feeling a strong emotional response to the experience.

“The overall enthusiasm of those in attendance  
and the energy of John Rutter mixed together  
and became pure magic.” 
	 –Community Sing Attendee

•	 Of numerous options, 73% of audience  
members surveyed said one of the most  
important reasons they attended was to hear  
the music of a specific composer, followed by 
59% to be emotionally moved or inspired.

•	 The most prevalent word used to describe one’s 
emotional response expressed in post-concert 
survey responses was “inspired.”
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CELEBRATES 10 YEARS 

2017-2018 marked the 10th anniversary of VocalEssence 
¡Cantaré! serving students and audience members in the 
Twin Cities. This year, students from Rosemount, Osseo, 
and Como Park High Schools had the chance to work with 
Mexican composer Bernardo Feldman, and elementary 
students from Burroughs Community School, Park Spanish 
Immersion School, and Prairie Seeds Academy worked with 
composer Jimena Contreras to explore Mexican cultural 
and choral music traditions. Teachers were provided with 
a toolbox of resources and a companion CD to integrate 
cultural context into their curriculum before, during, and 
after residencies.

“Hearing Bernardo talk about his process of writing 
our piece and how cool it was for him to see it come 
to life was really eye-opening. We could really see 
how music not only touches the audience and the 
singers, but the composer as well.” 
	 –VocalEssence ¡Cantaré! Participating Student

Each school helped contribute to the composition of a 
new piece unique to their choir which they then rehearsed 
and performed at the VocalEssence ¡Cantaré! 10th 
Anniversary Community Concert at the Ordway Music 
Theater in St. Paul.

“It helped me see another culture in a different way. 
It helped further my love for other cultures’ music 
and makes me want to do it more.” 
	 –VocalEssence ¡Cantaré! Participating Student

•	 448 students from 6 Minnesota schools  
(2 urban and 4 suburban) participated in the  
VocalEssence ¡Cantaré! Program

•	 1,506 audience members attended the  
VocalEssence ¡Cantaré! Community Concert at  
Ordway Center for Performing Arts

•	 74% of high school students reported that they  
know more about Mexican music after participating 
in VocalEssence ¡Cantaré!

•	 72% of elementary school students said they   
enjoyed working with composer Jimena  
Contreras in their music class
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 $8,859

The 49th year of VocalEssence saw many financial success stories. With most 
17-18 concert performances exceeding their ticket revenue goals, earned 
revenue made up a larger portion of the whole. VocalEssence also began 
experimenting with different performance models in new venues, which 
could lead to additional streams of earned revenue in the future. Our biennial 
fundraising gala almost doubled its anticipated net revenue, with its success 
coming from billing as the “50th Anniversary” celebration, a change in venue, 
and success in soliciting sponsorships and Fund-a-Need donations. A 50th 
anniversary fundraising campaign was also launched in the spring of 2018, 
as evidenced in the increase in Pledges Receivable on the balance sheet 
as well as in the restricted revenue column. A new program was launched 
—VocalEssence Singers Of This Age—and its portion of the total expenses 
is now tracked on the expense side. VocalEssence continues to maintain a 
healthy financial position with modest liabilities and a substantial reserve of 
unrestricted net assets.

VOCALESSENCE BALANCE SHEET  -  JUNE 30, 2018 AND 2017

		
ASSETS	 2018	 2017

Current Assets:		
Cash and Cash Equivalents	  $283,442 	  $59,650 
Accounts Receivable	 2,755 	 12,151
Pledges Receivable	 419,013	 205,371
Prepaid Expenses	 92,008	 43,105 

Total Current Assets	  797,218 	  320,277
Long-Term Assets:		
	 Pledges Receivable	 332,044	 366,609
	 Investments	 4,519,897 	 4,331,974	
	 Property and Equipment - Net	 21,319	 36,216
TOTAL ASSETS	  $5,670,478 	  $5,055,076 

		
LIABILITIES AND NET ASSETS	 2018	 2017

Current Liabilities:		
Accounts Payable	  $51,557 	  $24,489 
Accrued Vacation	 40,346	 27,305 
Capital Lease Payable	  13,972 	 11,433 

Total Current Liabilities	  105,875 	 63,227 
		
Long-Term Liabilities:		
	 Capital Lease Payable	 -	 13,972
	       Total Liabilities	 105,875 	 77,199
		
Net Assets:		

Unrestricted:		
Undesignated	 1,686,608	 1,611,455 
Endowment	  1,384,393 	  1,290,048 

Total Unrestricted	  3,071,001	 2,901,503 
	 Temporarily Restricted	 1,495,023 	 1,077,795	
	 Permanently Restricted	  998,579 	  998,579 

Total Net Assets	  5,564,603 	  4,977,877

TOTAL LIABILITIES 
AND NET ASSETS	  $5,670,478 	  $5,055,076 

		

OPERATING EXPENSES

$881,303

$399,859

$161,503

$217,510

$295,216

•	Artistic Series 45%•	Learning, Engagement, 
Community 21%

•	Youth Choir 8%

•	Management & General 11%•	Fundraising 15%

•	Contributions 55%•	Fundraising Events Net 10%

•	Government Grants 11%

•	Performance Revenue 11%•	Investment Income 13%•	Miscellaneous 0.3%

$1,387,291
$280,713

$273,651

OPERATING REVENUE

VOCALESSENCE FINANCIAL HEALTH

$335,400

$256,203
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VOCALESSENCE 
DONORS

THE ENDOWMENT 
HONOR ROLL
VocalEssence salutes the 
individuals and corporate and 
private foundations whose 
generosity and leadership sparked 
the creation of the Endowment 
Fund. This permanent fund was 
established in 1987 and is now 
valued at $3 million. Its interest 
income provides ongoing 
support to VocalEssence. We 
welcome new contributions to 
the Endowment Fund and extend 
our deepest appreciation to the 
following for their generous gifts.

Mrs. Fred C. Andersen*
Athwin Foundation
Carol A. Barnett
Alice Baver*
Ronald and Joyce Beauchane
Warren and Donna Beck
Judson Bemis Fund of The Minneapolis 

Foundation
Judy Blaseg and John Engelen
Charlie Boone* and Carol Heen
William and Margee Bracken
David Brink
Lucile Brink
Wayne* and Marilyn* Brock
Elise Brunelle and Jeremy Greeff
Philip and Carolyn Brunelle
Ann and David* Buran
Norman R. Carpenter*
Cole Sewell Corporation
Claire Colliander and Greg Steenson
Colwell Industries
Kip and Kathy Colwell
Community Credit Company
Dr. Susan and Dick Crockett
Thomas Davies*
Target Stores, Dayton’s and Mervyn’s by the 

Dayton Hudson Foundation
Ernest and Mary Dorn
Dan Dressen
Katherine and Kent Eklund
Exxon Corporation
Jack and Cathy Farrell
Robert B. Fering
Gloria Freeman
General Mills Foundation
Robert* and Katherine Goodale
Marion Goward
Susan and Barry Graceman
Shelley Greenwood
Jane D.* and James L.* Hall
Margarette and Charles Hann
Terrance* and Ruth* Hanold
David* and Mim Hanson
Ann G. Harding
Louise Heffelfinger*
Lowell and Cay Shea Hellervik
Jack and Linda Hoeschler
HRK Foundation
A.D. (Bill)* and Betty* Hulings
Douglas and Mary Jones
William* and Suzanne Joyce
Arthur and Martha* Kaemmer
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of The Saint 

Paul Foundation

Garrison Keillor
James* and Jane Riley-Koll
Daniel and Constance Kunin
Libby Larsen and James Reece
Helmer* and Christine Larson
Laura Jane Musser Fund
Mary Sue Lindsay*
Jean and Kenneth Linwick
Patricia Lund*
Herb and Corrine Lundberg
Thomas* and Patti* Maetzold
The MAHADH Fund of HRK Foundation
Marbrook Foundation
Kay and Mike McCarthy
Walt McCarthy and Clara Ueland
Mancel* and Harriet* Mitchell
Peter and Judy Mitchelson
William and Julie Moyer
Elizabeth Musser*
Nash Foundation
National Endowment for the Arts
Glen* and Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Alice Park Newman*
Jeanne and Richard Patterson
Donald* and Helen* Pellowe
The Pine Wood Trust
Harry Piper Foundation
Jill and Richard Ragatz
Burt Ross*
Shelly Ross*
Thomas and Lois Sando
Michael and Shirley Santoro
Sandra and Ivan* Schloff
Richard and Kit Schmoker
Ellen* and George J. Schulte
John* and Marion Etzwiler* Shepherd
Star Tribune/Cowles Media Company
Richard* and Vivian* Stuck
Bill and Bryce* TenBroek
Richard and Rosemary Thorsen
Lynn and Carol Truesdell
Jim Ulland
Ruth and David Waterbury
Doris A. Welty-Bury*
Dorene and Alan Wernke
Carl A. Weyerhaeuser Trust
Frederick T. Weyerhaeuser Trust
John Wheelihan
E.M.* and Patricia* Whitacre
Mrs. W. A. Wilson
Bruce and JoAnn* Winslow
Karen and John Wolff

PHILIP BRUNELLE 
FOUNDER’S SOCIETY
The Philip Brunelle Founder’s 
Society recognizes those who 
make a provision for VocalEssence 
in their will or estate plans. The 
society is names in honor of our 
visionary founder, Philip Brunelle, 
who every day inspires the 
community to open their ears to 
new music from diverse cultures.

Philip and Carolyn Brunelle
Ann Buran
Roma Calatayund-Stocks and Thomas Stocks
Jon Cranney
Nicolai Lewis
Mike McCarthy
David and Linda Mona
Sheridan O’Keefe
Pam Matson Reierson and Gary Reierson
Vern Sutton

Jennifer Vickerman
Mike and Donna Wolsted

CONTRIBUTOR’S 
CIRCLE
VocalEssence gratefully 
acknowledges all those who 
made gifts between July 1, 2017 
and June 30, 2018. Although we 
make every effort to ensure that 
our Honor Roll list is accurate 
and complete, we are capable of 
error. Please let us know if your 
name does not appear the way 
you prefer so we may correct it in 
the next listing. Please call us at 
612-547-1473 to make a correction. 
Thank you!

±	 Includes Matching Gift 	  
	 Contributions
+	 Includes In-Kind Donations
*	 In Remembrance

ENSEMBLE CLUB

Gifts of $25,000 and more
The Carlson Family Foundation
The John and Ruth Huss Fund of  

The Saint Paul Foundation
Jerome Foundation
Art and Martha* Kaemmer Fund of 

HRK Foundation
Katherine B. Andersen Fund of  

The Saint Paul Foundation
The McKnight Foundation
Medtronic Community Foundation ±
Minnesota State Arts Board
Alfred P. and Ann M. Moore
National Endowment for the Arts
Glen* and Marilyn Carlson Nelson
Philip and Katherine Nason Fund of  

The Saint Paul Foundation
Target Corporation
Thrivent Financial ±
Wenger Foundation

Gifts of $10,000-$24,999
Warren and Donna Beck
Best Buy Foundation
Philip and Carolyn Brunelle
City of Saint Paul Cultural STAR
F. R. Bigelow Foundation
Ossie Brooks James
Jay and Rose Phillips  

Family Foundation
Hubert Joly
MAHADH Fund of HRK Foundation
Mardag Foundation
Kay and Mike McCarthy
Alvin and Mary Agnes McQuinn
Minnesota Monthly +
Peravid Foundation
Lois E. Quam and Arshad Mohammed
The Saint Paul Foundation ±
Sit Investment Associates Inc.
Stocks Family Fund of the Catholic 

Community Foundation

Gifts of $5,000-$9,999
Albrecht Family Foundation
Clifford and Nancy Anderson
Ann and Gordon Getty Foundation
Anna M. Heilmaier Foundation

Mary Ann Aufderheide
Productivity, Inc., Greg and Lisa Buck
Cathedral Heritage Foundation
Charles M. Denny, Jr. and Carol E. Denny* 

Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation
John and Cathy Farrell
Wayne and Meg Gisslen
Katherine Goodale
Mark and Denell Herreid
The Hognander Foundation
Lucy Rosenberry Jones Charitable Trust
Leland T. Lynch and Terry Saario Fund of 

The Minneapolis Foundation
The Mauriel Family Foundation
Judy and Peter Mitchelson
Piper Jaffray & Co. ±
Douglas and Mary Platt
William and Teri Popp
George Reid*
Hervé and Jennifer Sarteau
Sue Shepard and Don Helgeson
Thomson Reuters
Lynn and Carol Truesdell
The Wallin Foundation
Xcel Energy ±

Gifts of $2,500-$4,999
Jim and Julie Bader
Cynthia Bittner and Randal Schreiner
John and Sheila Bjorklund
Bremer Bank
Bruce and Ann Christensen
Margaret Chutich and Penny Wheeler
Charles and Kathryn Cunningham Family 

Foundation
Donald Hall
RJ and Eileen Heckman
Jack and Linda Hoeschler Fund of The 

Saint Paul Foundation
Douglas and Mary Jones
Julia Kaemmer Fund of HRK Foundation
Charlie and Anne Leck
Ronald and Nicolai Lewis
John and Nancy Lindahl
Robert and Polly McCrea
Nancy and Richard Nelson
James and Sonja Odland
RBC Wealth Management
Familia Robinson Foundation
Don Shelby
G. Phillip and Michelle Shoultz, III
Sons of Norway
Jenny Wade
Ellen M. Wells
Alan and Dorene Wernke
Cody and Jacob Wolkowitz
Angus* and Margaret Wurtele

Gifts of $1,000-$2,499
Anonymous
Gary Aamodt and Celia Ellingson
Accredited Investors Wealth Management
Ameriprise Financial ±
Quentin Anderson
Augsburg University
Ecolab
Baker Investments LLC +
Ann Barkelew and James O’Hagan
Jane Baxter
Madeline Betsch
Jim and Martha Bowen
Will and Margee Bracken
Brainerd Lakes Area Community 

Foundation
Brandenburg Reetz Family Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
Paul and Jane Brunelle
David* and Ann Buran
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Ginny Buran and Dwayne Cody
Bursch Travel
Barbara Burwell
Jon and Susan Campbell
John and Joan Colwell
Consulado de Mexico en Saint Paul +
Dr. Susan and Dick Crockett
Edward and Betsy Cussler
Cy and Paula DeCosse Fund of The 

Minneapolis Foundation
DEMDACO
Glenace Edwall and Joe Peschek
ExxonMobil Foundation ±
Brian and Ann Farrell
Judith Garcia Galiana and Alberto Castillo
Hellervik Fund of The Saint Paul Foundation
Walter and Judith Hinck
Cotty Lowry and Laurie Jacobi
Jerry Johnson and Larry Montan
Joe and Cathy Kalkman
Bert and Jane Kasiske
N. Judge* and Reatha Clark King Family 

Fund of The Minneapolis Foundation
Margaret V. and E. Robert* Kinney
Eide Bailly LLP
Knox Foundation
Steven and Sarah Kumagai
Don and Joann Leavenworth
Jim and Norma Leslie
Philip and Madeleine Lowry
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Cheryl E. Roberts Saunders
Hal and Judy Schneebeck
Craig and Maureen Shaver
Monika Strom and Brien Slawik
Sharon Smith-Akinsanya
Brent Stahl and Ellen Engstrom

LeAnn Stein and Jack Stamp
Bill and Sara Stout
Glenda and Richard Struthers
Vern Sutton
Parker and Albert Trostel
Emily Anne Staples Tuttle* Fund of the 

Minnesota Community Foundation
U.S. Bancorp Foundation ±
Doug and Molly Van Metre
Jennifer Vickerman
Philip and Jane Wade
David and Ruth Waterbury
Barbara C. White

Gifts of $100-$249
Anonymous
Tom Achartz and Cindy Kalland
William* and Suzanne Ammerman
Christian and Barbara Anderson
Rolan E. Anderson
Anthem Foundation ±
Kamran and Britt Ardakani
Robert Atendido
Nancy Azzam
Kevin Bailey and Ken Kieffer
Hazel and Carol A. Barnett
Michael and Sharon Bash
Mary K. Baumann and Will Hopkins
Bruce W. and Paula M. Becker
Becca Bellman
Jennifer and Ivan Beres
Roy and Nadine Berg
Don and Anne Bice
Jeff and Lindsey Bina
Steven and Pam Bjoraker
Judy Blaseg and John Engelen
James Bohn and Linda Zelig
Brian and Claudia Boysen
Philip Bratnober
David and Shauna Brookins
Patricia Brusven
Robert and Bridget Burke
Kelly Canter
Diana Carlson
Oscar and Valerie Carlson
Beth Cauwels and Tom Norton
Carolyn Clarke and Kevin Deegan
David and Wendy Coggins
David Colwell
Marcus and Joan Cox
Thomas Crampton
Douglas and Sarah Crowther
Delores and Derrick Dennard
Darlene A. Diesch
Jim and Colleen Dockendorf
Ernest and Mary Dorn
Dominick and Nancy Driano
Anita Duckor
Joseph and Lois West Duffy
The Gabriel Foundation, Byron Egeland
John and Ludmila Eklund
Jim and Renee Engebretson
Jason and Jessica Etten
Chris Farrell
Dan Fernelius
Gerald Foley
John and Priscilla Folin
Adriana Alvarez Vlasek and Rick Ford
Gloria Freeman
Wayne and Kitty Garnett
Jacob and Joyce Gayle
Rachel Gibbons
Alison Gipp
Anne and Stan Glad
Google Inc. ±
Robert J. Graham II
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Gerardo Guerrero Gomez
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Richard and Sandra Haines
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John Haugen and Alicia Reeves
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Pat Hoven
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David Hunter
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Mari and Michael Scott
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William and Marcelyn Smale
James Smith
Johanna Smith
Robert C. Smith
Nancy Solhaug
Scott Appelwick and Ed Sootsman
Carol Christine Southward
Jason Stewart
Jim and Sharon Stoebner
Gary and Barbara Strandemo
Susan Stuart and David Nelson*
Ward Green and Sandra Swami
Timothy C. Takach and Jocelyn Hagen
Judy Takkunen
Dale Talley
Laura and Matt Tanner
Amy Tebbe
Ella Thayer
Kaye and Craig Thoeny
Mark Tierney
Joe and Amanda Timmer
Ertugrul and Karen Owen Tuzcu
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Dale Ulrich and Julie Brunner
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Richard O. Anderson, MD
Jim and Debbie Andrews
Linda Aronson
Bill and Krystal Banfield
Travis Banken
Carol Barnett and John Tartaglia

Karen Barstad
Jessica Belt
Gavin Berg and Joe Ruggiero
Linda Bergherr
Jennifer Bevington
Richard and Kris Bjorklund
Barbara Blackstone
Julia Braaten
Tom and Kelleigh Brandt
Henry Bromelkamp
Sarah Brookner
Joe and Martha Brown
Tim and Haley Brunelle
Julie Brusen
Terry Burford
Mike and Susan Burnett
Andy and Robin Cerio
Kathie and Frank Cerra
Constance Chen and Patrick Johnson
David and Joan Ciminski
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Janet Colliton
Joanna Cortright
Kent and Dee Ann Crossley
Roger Cutler and Janet Poore
Jennica Date
Carol Diemert
Deborah Dille
Suzanne Ducker
Richard Duncan
Alex Dybsky
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Richard and Carol Eick
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Mark and Chelli Esser
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Matt Ferguson
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Mary Lou Fleischhacker
Bruce and Deb Folken
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Rick and Katie Fournier
Lori Ann Fouts
Sam Fouts
Yvonne Fox
Rhonda Franklin
Eric and Andrea Fulcomer
Becky Gaunt
Ann Cohen and John Glasenapp
Nancy Goldstein
Mary Jo Gothmann
Jerald Graetz
Curt and Elizabeth Gumbrell
Autumn Gurgel
Ken and Suanne Hallberg
Meghan Hanna
William Heier
Kathy Hering
Harrison Hintzsche
Sandra K. Hirsh
Thomas Hollenhorst
Barb Holmstrom
Susan Holt
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Michael and Kristin Howlett
Dr. Warren Huff
Nicole James Gilchrist
Lisa Jamieson
Allison Jensen
James P. Johnson
Robert T. Johnson
Sharon A. Johnson
Ruth Jones
Aajo Design
Frederick Kaemmer and Kate Tilney
Raymond and Shirley Kaiser

JW Keckley
Stephen Kemp
Anika Kildegaard
Athena Kildegaard
Jan and Tom Kilton
Bill and Jan Kimes
Mary E. King
Marilyn Kirk
Ted and Jenny Kisner
Sandra Klapperich
Joy Klemp
Audrey Kramer
Randy and Lisa LaCombe
Margaret B. LaFleur
Mark and Margaret Lammers
Elaine H. Lee
Theodore and Kathryn Lee
Ronald and Judy Libertus
Marita and Brian Link
Allan and Jackie Lotsberg
Jo Ann Lucas
AJ Lund
Gary and Renee Macomber
Walker MacSwain
Paul and Beatrice Magee
Mary Lou Mathison
Nicholas Mattsson
John Kulstad and Elizabeth Mayotte
Barbara McBurney
Wendy McCulley
Bernard McGarrigle
Ian and Joyce McIntosh
Anna George Meek and Matthew Gladue
Kimberly D. Meisten
Thomas and Judith McClain Melander
Bob and Mary Mersky
Rita Meyer and Larry Rapp
Hannah Miller
Marion Dwyer Miller
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Rebecca and Keith Modert
Lisa Moncur
History Theatre
Laurits and Mary Ellen Nielsen
James and Judy Olson
Hillary Oppmann
Marri M. Oskam
Lorri Otto
Brian and Julia Palmer
Katherine Panciera
Bill Pederson
Eric and Christina Pederson
Tryg and Dee Pederson
Jonathan Pinkerton and Julia Rice
Jonathan Posthuma
Jessica Raines
Roxanne Ramirez
James and Susan Ramlet
Elisa Rasmussen
Barbara Reale
Shirley Reider and Dennis Lienke
Kathleen Richards
Joe and Susan Robinson
Kim Rose
Carol Rosenbaum
Lisa Rovick
Michael Rowan
Susan Runge
Mel and Irene Sahyun
Kay and Peter Sammond
Katie Sample
Jeanne Schleh
Peter Scholtz
Anne Seltz
Scott and Katie Sisel
Jennifer Skinner
David Skodje
Connor Smith
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Don and Judy Smith
Tracy Smith
Paul and Pat Solstad
Kristina Sorum
Carol Stahlhut Carter
Carolyn J. Steele
Judy Orr Stinson
William H. Stump
John A. Taylor
David Toht and Rebecca Anderson
Pamela Towle Mahoney
Bill and Amanda Troolin
Eileen M. Troseth
Justin and April Ueland
Adella Usher
Margaret Vainio
Helen Ver Hoeven
Kate Vukodinovich
Clifton and Bettye Ware
Daniel and Cassandra Warn
James Leslie and Lynnanne Warren
Jacob Watson
Robert Wetzler
Carole Whitney and Craig Carlson
John and Trudy Wilgers
Dr. Preston and Sharon Williams
Gregory Wilsey
Joyce Windsperger Rubio
Debra Winge
Mary Wittenbreer
M. Wycoff
Jane Young
Scott and JoAnne Young

2017-2018 VOCALESSENCE  
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Karl Speak, President
Jacob Wolkowitz, Treasurer
Roma Calatayud-Stocks, Secretary

Steve Aggergaard
Mary Ann Aufderheide
Julie Bader
Traci V. Bransford
Philip Brunelle
Cassidy McCrae Burns
Margaret Chutich
Ann Farrell
Rick Ford
Wayne Gisslen
R.J. Heckman
Robin Helgen
Joseph Kalkman
David L. Mona
Fred Moore
David Myers
Nancy F. Nelson, F.S.A.
James M. Odland
Don Shelby
Timothy Takach
Dorene Wernke

HONORARY DIRECTORS
Dominick Argento
William Bolcom
Dave Brubeck*
Aaron Copland*
Håkan Hagegård
Louise Heffelfinger*
Eskil Hemberg*
Betty Hulings*
Sigrid Johnson
James Earl Jones
Garrison Keillor
Donald Mitchell*
Helmuth Rilling
John Rutter
Peter Schickele
Dr. André J. Thomas
Eric Whitacre

*In remembrance

ARTISTIC STAFF
Philip Brunelle, Artistic Director
G. Phillip Shoultz, III, Associate Conductor and Director of  
	 Learning, Engagement, and  
	 Community Programs
Gavin Berg, Youth Choir Assistant Director  
	 and Accompanist
Robert Graham, Vintage Voices Conductor
Mary Jo Gothmann, Accompanist

ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF
Mary Ann Aufderheide, Executive Director 
Andrew Alness, Artistic Assistant
Jeff Bina, Director of Finance and Operations
Rhiannon Fiskradatz, Youth Choir Manager
Robert Graham, Education Manager
Laura Holst, Development and Marketing Associate
Amanda Timmer, Education Associate
Katrina Wallmeyer, Director of Development  

and Communications
Elissa Weller, Institutional Giving and Events Manager

facebook.com/vocalessence 
twitter.com/vocalessencemn
linkedin.com/company/vocalessence

VOCALESSENCE
1900 Nicollet Avenue
Minneapolis, Minnesota 55403
612-547-1451
vocalessence.org
VocalEssence is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

VOCALESSENCE  
49TH SEASON SPONSORS

VOCALESSENCE  
MISSION STATEMENT
VocalEssence champions choral music of all genres, 
celebrating the vocal experience through innovative 
concerts, commissions, and community  
engagement programs.

PHOTO CREDITS:
Laura Alpizar
John Connelly
Rhiannon Fiskradatz
Kyndell Harkness
Bruce Silcox
Caroline Yang

This activity is made possible by the voters of 
Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts 
Board Operating Support grant, thanks to a 
legislative appropriation from the arts and 
cultural heritage fund, and a grant from the 
Wells Fargo Foundation Minnesota.


